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October 2002 

Dear friends, 

"Gandhian Wave" is a practical guide for doing civil disobedience-- for making waves-- for 
making wave after wave -- at Ft. Benning, GA Benning, of course, is the horne of the new 
School of the Americas clone: the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation. The 
goal of such civil disobedience is to expose and close this US. Army school for terrorism. 

This manual derives its title from Mohandas K Gandhi (1869-1948). That liberator oflndia was 
the mentor ofMartin Luther King, Jr. of the US. Civil Rights rnovernent...and ofFr. Roy 
Bourgeois, ofthe SOA Watch movement. Both movements have drawn mightily on Gandhi's 
legacy: Empowerment through Nonviolence. Through relentless persistence. Through prison 
witness. 

Just as the British Empire once dominated and exploited India, the US. dominates the people of 
the Caribbean and Central and South America. By arming and training their militaries, the US. 
holds guns to their heads. Without such guns we could not siphon off their wealth nor coerce 
their cheap labor for the benefit of"our" multinational corporations. Without such guns the 
onslaught of corporate globalization would be far less lethal. 

US. taxpayers fund the SOAIWHISC. In solidarity with our sisters and brothers in Latin 
America, each November since 1990 SOA Watchers using Nonviolent direct action risk arrest at 
Benning. Many of us have gone to prison. Let us "up the ante" at Benning -- let us make waves 
far more often than once a year. 

Ed Kinane & Ann Tiffany 
SOA Watch/CNY 
340 Midland Avenue 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
(315) 478-4571 

We dedicate this edition to the SOA 3 7 -- most of whom are now enduring probation or 
prison, having been found guilty of trespass for "crossing the line" at Benning on November 18, 
2001. We also dedicate this edition to Bill Quigley and his legal term who so ably empowered 
these defendants to so eloquently speak their truth in federal court last July. 

[GW cover letter0ct2002] 
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OW IS THE TIME TO ACT by Starhawk 

Author/activi I Starhawk circulated these reflections in early November 2001. She 
argues that, in the wake of Sept. 11, "now is the moment when we need to move forward, 
not retreat; when we need to step up our activism, not pull back. " 

I'm sitting here scrolling through my backlog of e-mail and two theme predominate: 
the illegitimacy and horror of America s ew War and a multitude of voices from the 
mo ement I thought I was part of telling u to pau e to keep quiet, that prote t now 
might jeopardiz our cau e. 

And I find myself thinking about Emma Goldman who, when she took an extremely 
unpopular position, said that the more people disagreed with her, the more strongly she 
had to speak out. We need a little more of her spirit in the movement today. 

Now is the moment when we need to move forward not retreat, when we need to step up 
our acti i m not pull back. 

The media and the go ernment are trying to con truct a reality for u . If we ilence 
our el e we play into their hands. If they accuse di enters of being unpatriotic and we 
stifle our dissent in re pon e we are accepting their view of reality. 

If they accuse us of being terrorists, and we hide, we confirm the association in the public 
mind. And we have no reason to hide, nothing to apologize for, no reason to retreat one 
inch. We stand for the very values the U.S. is presumably fighting for: democracy, 
accountability real security, true justice - and we should be loud and proud about it. 

The best way to truly differentiate ourselve from the terrorists is to do what we do, 
loudly publicly and i ibly to continue to peak to march to gather publicity to 
organize blatantly and yes to mount actions that challenge the institutions of corporate 
control actions that embody the principles of freedom direct democracy re pect for 
diversity and love for life. 

If the government passes laws that define dissent as terrorism, they still have to 
implement those laws, prosecute people under them, defend their position in court. 
Whether they do so or not will depend on what they perceive will be the political price. 
If we have a strong vital movement and strong solidarity, we can make each step costly 
and difficult. 

If we stifle our own dis ent out of fear we ve done their work for them. Repre ion 
requires compliance. o repressive system no matter how pervasive and strong can 
afford to actually enforce its every decree. Instead, such systems depend on intimidating 
people so that we police ourselves out of fear. 

--over 



Fear surrounds us at the moment. It's being wafted to us every night from our TV 
screens; it falls out of the pages of our newspapers, an invisible powder more deadly 
than anthrax. We can't blame each other for being afraid, but we can lovingly challenge 
each other to move past the fear to a place of courage: that ability to stare possible loss in 
the face and act anyway. 

For fear does not lead to good decisions. Fear cuts us off from information, from 
choices, from vision and hope. It inflates the power of the authorities, narrows our 
possibilities and leaves us easily controlled. 

The WTO, the IMF and the World Bank are not pausing for reflection. They are 
continuing to meet, and are pushing as hard as they possibly can to implement their 
entire corporate agenda. The Bush Administration isn't thoughtfully slowing down - it's 
moving full speed ahead with a campaign of gratuitous violence that now threatens 
millions of Afghans with starvation. 

If we pull back now, we won't later find a more favorable moment to act. Every piece of 
their agenda that gets locked into place becomes that much harder to dislodge. Every 
political space we relinquish will become that much harder to regain. 

We could act stupidly, and provoke a backlash that we'll be struggling against for 
decades. We could act timidly, or not act, and lost the political ground we have gained. 
Or we can act with courage, vision, humor and creativity, and continue to challenge the 
system with new possibilities, new analyses, new voices. We can be a model for all those 
whose real feelings are far more complex and ambiguous than the polls show. 

Yes, public opinion seems against us. But public opinion was never changed by silence. 
We don't change opinions by deferring to them, but by challenging them . . Challenge 
does not have to be strident or doctrinaire. New forms of dialogue may be called for. 
But people are hungry to talk about these issues. If we are willing to listen as well as 
speechify, our actions can become forums for breakthroughs and openings. 

It's likely our actions will be met with a hailstorm of vitriol and name-calling from the 
Right. What's new about that? The Civil Rights movement, the anti-Vietnam war 
movement, the feminist and les/bi/trans/gay rights movements and virtually every 
movement for social justice all faced virulent hatred, and many still do. 

All were originally seen as too radical, too provocative, as likely to detract from the 
achievement of some agenda or another. Yet all of them weathered the storm and went 
on to make major changes in the public consciousness .... ### 

For more Starhawk analysis and commentary, see her Web o[Power: Notes from the 
Global Uprising, forthcoming from New Society Publishers in Sept. '02. Also check out 
her website, www.starhawk.org. 



The starting point is the reality of Latin America. 
And that reality is about poverty. It is about people 
struggling for food for the table. 

This is not a complicated issue, Your Honor. It's 
a very, very simple one. It's not about crossing the 
line. It's about that reality of poverty. 

Parents who are trying to get schools for their 
children, medicines, adequate housing. People who 
see their children die before their time, before 3 or 4 
years old. That's the starting point of this issue. 

--Fr. Roy Bourgeois 
Jan. '98 "SOA 25" trial. 
Sentenced to six months 
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GETTING STARTED .... 

The purpose of this binder is to encourage andfacilitate effective nonviolent actions~ at Fort 
Benning, GA. Such "Gandhian Wave" actions aim to help expose and close the U.S. Army's 
School of the Americas (~sailed the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation, 
WHISC). .I r-c.~ v~. -z. •a~ 

Some of our material comes from "movement " sources. To those sources (whom we 
respectfully stole from) we hereby express our immense appreciation. Much of the material, 
however, was developed by SOA Watch or specifically for this binder. Often we used material 
derived from our own anti-SOA campaign work in Syracuse. 

The binder, first published in 1999, is a work in progress. Periodically we update it. 
Please send us feedback and resource ideas for future editions. If you .find yourself planning a 
Gandhian Wave action and have any questions, or want to explore any ideas, please contact us. 

A. Using this binder 
Ideally everyone taking part in a Gandhian Wave action would have her own binder. But 

these are expensive to produce. So a few folks may want to share a binder. Each item has been 
designed for ready copying. Every page can be copied and distributed. Many are especially 
suited for handing out at trainings. 

It would be gratifying if our format and material were adapted for other venues, causes 
and campaigns. After all, the SOA!WlllSC is only part -- a heinous part -- of the problem ... . 

B. What to bring to Georgia 
-Photo ID. 
- Any QIQ1lli needed for the action. 
~ An affinity group support form for each member risking arrest. 
~ A filled-out sound bite form for each member risking arrest. 
~ A local media contact list for each member risking arrest. 
~ A carefully crafted, one-page typed press release to be finalized and sent out right after the 
action. 

C. Finances 
The Gandhian Wave receives good will but no funding from SOA Watch. The Wave, 

however, has (limited) independent funding thanks to some generous donors. Those wishing to 
support the Gandhian Wave should make (tax deductible) checks payable to 8th Day Center and 
send them to our treasurer: 

Sister Dorothy Pagosa 
c/o 8th Day Center 
205 W. Monroe 
Chicago, IL 60606 

(GWintroduction/May2002) 



HOTELS & MOTELS IN COLUMBUS 

(crll non-800#s are area code 706) 

800) 428-3438 Baymont Inn 
Best Western 
Candlelight Motel 
Colony Inn 

800) 524-4020 Columbus Hilton 
Columbus Motor Lodge 

800) 228-5150 Comfort Inn 
" Comfort Suites 

800) 321-2211 Courtyard by 
Marriott 

800) 325-2525 Days Inn 
" Days Inn/Benning 

800) 553-2666 Econo Lodge 
Edgewood Motel 
Efficiency Lodge 

800) EXT STAY Extended Stay 
America 

Georgian Motel 
800) HAMPTON Hampton Inn 
800) HOLIDAY Holiday Inn/ 

Center City 
Holiday Inn/ 

North 
800) 697-7293 Howard Johnson 
800) 531-5900 LaQuinta Inn 

Motel6 
Plaza Motel 
Ponderosa Motel 

800) 325-3535 Sheraton Inn 
Sunset Motel 

800) 800-8000 Super 8 
Thunderbird Motel 
Traffic Light Inn 
Travel Inn 
The Villager 

323-4344 
568-3300 
689-2750 
689-1590 
324-1800 
689-7580 
568-3300 
322-6666 

323-2323 
561-4400 
689-6181 
682-3803 
561-2170 
568-7010 

653-0131 
689-5712 
576-5303 

322-2522 

324-0231 
322-6641 
568-1740 
687-7214 
689-0599 
689-7693 
327-6868 
689-0240 
322-6580 
687-1030 
689-5510 
689-3080 
324-3694 

There are also hotels & motels in Phenix City, 
Alabama across the river about seven miles 
from Benning. 

SHUITLE to & from Atlanta 
International Airport 

Groome Transportation offers 19 
round-trip departures daily between 
Columbus and Atlanta International 
Airport. Groome vehicles depart 
Columbus from 2800 Harley Court 
at the intersection ofVeterans Pkwy. 
and Double Churches Rd. and from 
the ground transp· o'rt area of Atlanta 
International Airport. $26 one way; 
$45 round trip. 800) 584-6735 or 
706) 324-3939. 

LAKE PINES CAMPGROUND 
6404 Garrett Rd., Columbus, GA 
706) 561-9675 
private, open year-round 
$18 per tent site for two people; extra 
for each additional person. $120 week. 
directions: 
from Columbus: I-185 north to exit 10. 
U .S. 80 east 9 112 miles to Garrett Rd. 
(on left will be a Pratt Whitney plant). 
Tum right; first driveway on left leads 
to campground. 
from Atlanta: I-85 to I-185 south to 
exit 10. Fallow directions as above. 

F. D. ROOSEVELT STATE PARK 
for cottage & camping rates, call 
800) 864-7275 .. . or check 
www.gastateparks. or g. 

[GWmotels/June200 1/svrl 
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Directions To VisitorS' Center 

.,. J '' .' ,l 

FROM NORTH, 1-185 
Take exit 6, Airport Thruway. Turn right on 
Airport Thruway, proceed to the third 
craffic signal. Turn left on Vecerans Parkway. 
Continue Souch on Vecerans Parkway co 
lOch Streec. Tum rlghc on lOch Sueetand 
continue co end at Bay Avenue ... Vishors 
Cenler Is on rlghc. 

FROM ALAB.'.MA , Highway 280 
Cross the river on I he Ogehhorpe Brltlge.. . 
Golden Park, Naval Museum and Civic 
Cencer are on your right. .. Proceed to firs! 
craffic signal in from of Civic Cencer, 
Veterans Parkway. Tum left on Vecerans 
Parkway. Proceed North co lOch Sueet. 
l\Jm left on lOth Screet and continue to entl 
at Bay Avenue ... Visitors Center Is on right 

Columbus Convention & VIsitors Bureau 
1000 Bay Ave. - Columbus, GA 31901 

Telephone: (706) 322-1613 
Toll-Free: (800} 999-1613 

2-f-hour visitor hoi line: (706) 322-J I 81 

In Columbus, rune your rad io lo 
1610 AM for visitor information 

CJIIQII: ccvbfnnsn.com 
Wtb Slit: columbwga.comlccvb 

I ) 
RY RESERVATIO 

--over 



COLUMBUS CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 

1000 Bay Avenue Columbus. Georgia 31901 

Local: (706) 322-1613 Toll-Free: (800) 999-1613 

24 hour visitor information lwr lint: (706) 322-3181 

In Columbus. tune your radio to 1610 AM for visitor information 

email: ccYb@msn.com 

Web Site: columbusga.com/ccvb 

/ 

Downtown 
Columbus\·-~_, 

D Accommodations 

~Museum 

~ Poi~t of Interest 

0 



SOA & SOA WATCH HISTORY 

early 1800's 
onwards: Numerous U.S. land grabs & interventions in Latin America & 

Caribbean. 

1946 

1970s 

1980s 

1983 

1984 

1989 

1990 

1993 

1994 

SOA predecessor opens in Panama. 

Somoza' s Nicaraguan National Guard trains at SOA. 

Salvadoran civil war. Salvadoran military --including the Atlacatl 
Battalion, perpetrators of the El Mozote massacre -- train at the SOA. 

Fr. Roy Bourgeois MM, impersonating an officer, enters Ft. Benning, 
climbs tree next to the Salvadoran barracks, and after dark plays 
boombox tape of Archbishop Romero's last homily urging soldiers 
not to kill their own people. Roy gets 18 months in prison. His 
accomplices, Charlie & Pat Liteky, get six months. 

Booted out ofPanama, the SOA "School of Coups" moves to Ft. 
Benning, GA. 

On November 16 the Atlacatl Battalion perpetrates Jesuit massacre at 
University of Central America in San Salvador, El Salvador. 19 of26 
implicated officers trained at the SOA. 

Roy moves into tiny apartment across the street from Benning's main 
entranceand founds SOA Watch. Roy, Kathy Ke1ly and eight others do 
a 35-day water-only fast at Benning's main entrance. 

Rep. Joe Kennedy (D-MA) introduces first anti-SOA bill -- we lose by 
82 votes. 

On January 1, protesting NAFT A, the Zapatistas rise up in Mexico; 
Mexico begins sending many of its military to the SOA. 

Roy and others do a 40-day juice-only fast on the steps of the 
Capitol in DC. 

Joe Kennedy introduces 2nd bill to close SOA -- we lose by 42 
votes . --over 



1995 On November 16 some of the "SOA 13" simulate Jesuit massacre at 
Benning's main entrance; octogenarian Judge J. Robert Elliott gives 
each a sentence ranging from two to six months in federal prison for 
"trespass." This is the beginning of our strategy of doing drrect actions 
at the main entrance annually on or just after November 16. These 
permit the media and many more supporters to take part. 

1996 Carol Richardson opens SOA Watch office in DC to do legislative 
work. 

Pentagon forced to release SOA training manuals; numerous 
passages encourage torture, extortion & "neutralizing" ... and in general 
are permeated with contempt for law and democracy. 

Sixty received ban and bars for "crossing the line" at Benning in 
the first of our annual November solemn fi.meral processions 
commemorating victims of SOA graduates. 

1997 In November, 600 ban and barred for "crossing the line." Two months 
later 2 5 of these who already had ban and bar letters get six months 
and are fined $3000 each. 

1998 Over 2000 cross the line -- with 8000 supporters present: largest civil 
disobedience action in the U.S. since the VietNam War. No 
prosecutions. 

1999 Over 4000 cross the line -- with 6000 supporters present. The 
following year 10 of these go to prison for three months each. 

2000 Several thousand cross the line-- with thousands of supporters present. 
26 recidivists are prosecuted; one gets probation; 25 get prison 

-- most for six months. 
SOA Watchers take part in A16, the anti-World Bank 

mobilization; many spend five nights in the DC jail doing jail solidarity. 
Beginning of periodic direct actions ("Gandhian Waves") at the 

SOA or at the main entrance apart from the annual November vigil 
action. 

In December the SOA "closes," i.e. takes a holiday break. 

--more 



2001 In January the SOA re-opens under a new alias: the Western 
Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation. Within months Rep. 
Jim McGovern (D-MA) introduces HR181 0 calling for closing 
WHISC. 

Beginning Jan.uary 1, Oberlin College senior, Becky Johnson, 
fasts for 30 days at Benning's main gate. In the spring VietNam vet, 
JeffMoebus, fasts for 52 days at the gate. 

On November 16, federal magistrate G. Mallon Faircloth, 
responding to an injunction brought by the city of Columbus, ruled that 
SOA Watch-- by virtue of its decade-long track record of nonviolent 
protest --had a First Amendment right to continue gathering at the 
Columbus side of Benning's main entrance every November. 

On November 18 over 5000 process to the new fence at the 
main gate, weaving crosses and other symbols into it. Seventy arrested 
going around fence. 

Orbis Books publishes Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer's School of 
Assassins: Guns, Greed and Globalization. 

2002 In April, two SOA-linked generals attempt unsuccessful to topple 
Venezuela's president Hugo Chavez. 

ONGOING 

In July, 37 tried in Columbus Federal Court for trespass last 
November. One found innocent (first ever), seven get probation; 14 
sentenced to 90 days and 15 sentenced to six months. 

~ Soldiers from many Latin American cmmtries -- especially Colombia 
--train at the SOA. 

~ Roy on national speaking tours; numerous campus and local SOA 
Watch chapters founded. 

~Every spring: mobilizations (often in broad coalition) and grassroots 
lobbying in DC; often with pageants and die-ins at the 
Pentagon. 

~ Ninety nine SOA W prisoners of conscience have cumulatively 
served -- or are in the midst of serving -- about 50 years in 
pnson. Four of those years have been served by Fr. Roy. 

[GWsoawatch history0ct02] 



ANTI-SOA LEGISLATION 

When we go to Benning, we are often asked, "Why are you here and not in Washington, DC? 
That 's where the decision-makers are. " 

SOA Watch strategy is two-pronged: civil disobedience and prison witness on the one 
hand, and lobbying and legislative work on the other. Each approach depends on and 
complements the other. 

Without our recurring mass arrests and our numerous prisoners of conscience proving 
how intensely U.S. voters feel about the SOA, our lobbying would likely be ignored in 
Washington. Similarly, no matter how much civil disobedience we did at Benning, it's unlikely 
we 'd make any headway with Congress without the hard steady work of lobbying, both in DC 
and in our home districts. 

The following chronology is adapted from a Feb. 2002 SOA Watch "SOA Legislation 
Summary. " Note the upward trend in Congressional support -- which forced the SOA name 
change. For updates, check www.soaw. org. To coordinate lobbying effort, contact the SOA W 
legislative director in DC, Gail Taylor, 202) 234-3440. 

1993 Rep. Joe Kennedy (D-MA) introduces the first legislation to close the SOA: Amendment 
333 to the House Defense Appropriations Bill HR 2116 to eliminate the SOA's $2.9 million 
operating budget. We lose by a vote of 174 to 256. 

1994 Fr. Roy Bourgeois and a dozen others fast for 40 days on the Capitol steps. At the end of 
the juice-only fast Kennedy introduces Amendment 568 to Defense Authorization Bill HR430 1. 
It would prohibit any HR4301 funds to be used to operate the SOA. We lose 175 to 217. 

1995 Fearing we are stymied in Congress, Kennedy introduces HR2652. It would close the 
SOA but establish in its place a "US Academy for Democracy and Civil-Military Relations." This 
bill, unpopular with many anti-SOA grassroots activists, is referred to the House Committee on 
National Security ... where it lapses into obscurity. 

1997 Rep. Kennedy introduces HR611 to close the SOA. It's referred to the House Committee 
on National Security and acquires 15 0 co-sponsors. It' never gets out of committee. 

Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL) introduces SB980 to close the SOA. With only 15 
co-sponsors it never gets out of the Armed Services Committee. 

Reps. Esteban Torres (D-CA) and Thomas Foglietta (D-PA) introduce an amendment to 
}fR2159, the House Foreign Operations Appropriations bill, which would cut funds to the SOA. 
Th~ amendment loses 210 to 217. ' 

199~ Joe Kennedy introduces Amendment 906 to HR4569, the House Foreign Operations 
Appropriations bill, to cut SOA funding. We lose 201 to 212. 

1999 With Kennedy no longer in the House, in February Rep. Joe Moakley (also D-MA) 
introduces HR732 calling for closing the SOA. It's referred to the Armed Services Committee, 
acquires 156 co-sponsors, but gets nowhere. -- over 



In April Senator Durbin introduces SB873 . It's referred to the Armed Services 
Committee, acquires 15 co-sponsors, but gets nowhere. 

In July Moakley offers an amendment to Foreign Operations Appropriations bill HR 
2606 to cut SOA scholarship funding (about 10% ofthe entire SOA budget). We win 230 to 
197. While this is a major victory, it's soon canceled out in the House-Senate Conference 
Committee where the proposal is defeated by one vote. 

2000 Moakley offers an amendment to the Defense Authorization bill, HR4205, to cut off all 
SOA funds. We lose 204 to 214. HR4205, Section 2166, authorizes the Department ofDefense 
to close the SOA and open its clone, the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation 
(WHISC). While this is a blow to SOA prestige, the change is only cosmetic. 

2001 We lose a valiant ally when Joe Moakley dies ofleukemia. In May Reps. Jim McGovern 
(also D-MA) and Joe Scarborough (R-FL) introduce HR1810, a bill calling for the temporary 
closure ofWHISC while a Congressional task force assesses the issue ofU.S. training ofLatin 
American military. The bill is referred to the Armed Services Committee. 

No Senate bill. The "new" school allows many in Congress to say the SOA is now closed 
and that they need to see the WHISC track record before voting to close it. 

2002 HR 1810 remains in Committee. As of October 1 there are 112 co-sponsors. 

Text of HR 1810: 
Section 1: The Secretary of the Army shall close the Western Hemisphere Institute for 

Security Cooperation .... No training or education facility may be established in the Department of 
Defense for Latin American military personnel (as a successor to the United States Army School 
of the Americas, the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation, or otherwise) until 
the end of the ten-month period beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act. 

Section 2: There is established a joint congressional task force to conduct an assessment 
of the kind of education and training tht is appropriate for the Department of Defense to provide 
to military personnel of Latin American nations. The task force shall be composed of eight 
Members of Congress, of whom two each shall be designated by the Speaker ofthe House of 
Representatives, the minority leader of the House ofRepresentatives, the majority leader of the 
Senate, and the minority leader of the Senate. Not later than six months after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the task force shall submit to Congress a report on its assessment under 
subsection (a). 

The report shall include --
(1) a critical assessment of courses, curriculum and procedures appropriate for such education 
and training; and 
(2) an evaluation ofthe effect of such education and training on the performance ofLatin 
American military personnel in the areas of human rights and adherence to democratic principles 
and the rule oflaw. 

[GWlegislative summary/oct02] 



The Principles of Nonviolence 
By Mohandas K. Gandhi Satyagraha is: 
( 1) Nonviolence implies as complete self-purification as is 

humanly possible. 
(2) The strength of nom;olence is in exact pro

portion to the ability, not the ";n, of the 
nonviolent person to inflict violence. 

(3) The power at the disposal of a non-vio
lent person is always greater than he 
would have if he were violent. 

( 4) There is no such thing as defeat in 
nonviolence. 

Nonviolence is not a gannent to be put 
on and off at will. Its seat is in the heart, 
and it must be an inseparable part of 
our very being. 

I know this cannot be proven 
by argument. It shall be proved by 
persons living it in their lives with 
utter disregard of consequences to 
themselves. 

Given the proper training and 
proper generalship, nonviolence can 
be practised by the masses of man
kind. 

Nonviolence is the supreme 
law. I have not yet come across a situ
ation when I had to say that I was help
less, that I had no remedy in terms of 
nonviolence. 

A nonviolent revolution is not a 
program for seizure of power. It is a pro-
gram to transform relationships, ending in 
a peaceful transfer of power. 

In nonviolence, the masses have a 
weapon which enables a child, a woman or even 
a decrepit old man to resist the government suc
cessfully. If your spirit is strong, mere lack of physi-
cal strength ceases to be a handicap. 

The first principle of nonviolent action is that of 
noncooperation with everything humiliating. 

One has to speak out and stand up for one 's convic
tions. Inaction at a time of conflagration is inexcusable. 

Satyagraha (truth force or nonviolent action) i-s al
ways superior to armed resistance. This can only be effec
tively proved by demonstration, not by argument. Satya
graha can never be used to defend a wrong cause. 

The conditions for the success of satyagraha are: 
( 1) The satyagrahi (practitioner of satyagraha) should not 

have any hatred in his heart against the opponent. 
(2) The issue must be true and substantial . 
(3) The satyagrahi must be prepared to suffer Wltil the end. 

The virtues of mercy, nonviolence, love and truth in 
any man can be truly tested only when they are pitted against 
ruthlessness, violence, hate and untruth. 

Source: In Thomas Merton's Gandhi on Nonviolence, 1965. 
<www.geocities.com/CapitolHilVLobby/1335/gandhi.html> 
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03 A process of educating public opinion, such that it 
covers all the elements of the society and makes 

itself irresistible. 

03 A relentless search for truth. 

03 An attribute of the spirit Within. 

03 An effective substitute for vio-
lence. 

03 The universal law of life. 

03 A law of universal applica
tion. Beginning with the family, 
its use can be extended to every 
other circle. 

03 A means of ridding society 
of all evils, political, economic 
and moral. 

03 A force which thrives on 
repression until at last the 
repressor is tired and the object of 
Satyagraha is gained. 

03 A method of conversion and 
conviction, it seeks never to use the 
slightest coercion. 

03 A force that has come to stay. No 
force in the world can kill it. 

03 Satyagraha does not begin and end 
with civil disobedience. 

03 A clear victory of satyagraha is impossible 
so long as there is ill-will. 

03 Whatever may be true of other modes of warfare, in 
satyagraha it has been held that the causes for failure are to 
be sought within. 

A Satyagrahi: 
03 Turns the searchlight inward relentlessly to weed out 

all the defects that may be lying hidden there still. 

03 Has infinite patience, abundant faith in others and am
ple hope. 

03 Loves his so called enemy even as he loves his friend. 
He owns no enemy. 

03 Exhausts all other means before resorting to Satyagraha. 

Source: Mahatma Gandhi's "Words of WISdom." Compiled 
by Sunanda Gandhi. MK. Gandhi Institute for Nonviolence 
web site: <www.gandhiinstitute.orgquotes2.html> 



OA WATCH NONVIOLENCE PLEDGE 

Eve1y November those risking arrest at Benning recite the SOA Watch Nonviolence. Pledge. We 
do it aloud together-- first during the group orientation sessions on Saturday, and then Sunday 
just before many join our annual funeral procession. 

We ask that your affinity group likewi e reflect upon and respect these commitments 
during your Action. At our training ses ion participants di cuss each item of the Pledge. We 
fo us on understanding its relevance to civil disobedience at Benning. 

Our goal is to expose and close the US Army's School of the Americas!WHISC 
We will act with full respect for our Latin American sisters and brothers, both living and dead 
We will use our anger at injustice as a Nonviolent force for change. 
We will act with full respect for the diverse Nonviolent tradition that SOA Watch embodies. 

Accordingly, at today 's Vigil Action
- We will carry no weapons. 
- We will not vandalize. 
- We will not use nor carry alcohol or illegal drugs. 
- We will not swear or use insulting language. 
-- We will not run in public nor othenvise make threatening motions. 
-- We will not assault-- either verbally or physically- those who oppose or disagree with us ... 

even if they assault us. 
-- We will protect those who oppose us from insult or attack. 
- We will honor the emergency decisions of the empowered coordinators ami spokescouncil 

representative . 
- Our attitude as conveyed through words, symbols and actions will be one of respect toward 

all- including police officers, military personnel, members of the larger community, 
and all vigilers and members of the SOA Watch family. 

- If prosecuted, we will use the judicial process to continue our resistance. Where possible, 
we will put the SOA itself on trial 

-- We know this Vigil is part of an ongoing, protracted campaign. We will return to our 
community and renew our work to close the SOA.### 

[revised Sept. 2001] 
[GWpledge.~ ov1001:ryrf 
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The Way of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The primary goal of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent 
Social Change is to preserve and ad
vance Dr. King's unfinished mission by 
applying his precepts of nonviolence in 
all areas of human activity. The basis 
for the work is found in the six princi
ples and six steps tlzat follow. 

Six Principles of Nonviolence 

1 Nonviolence is a way of life for 
courageous people. 

It is active nonviolent resistance 
to evil. 

It is aggressive spiritually, 
mentally and emotionally. 

It is always persuading the 
opponent of the righteousness 
of your cause. 

2 Nonviolence seeks to win 
friendship and understanding. 

The end result of nonviolence is 
redemption and 
reconciliation. 

The purpose of nonviolence is the 
creation of the Beloved 
Community. 

3 Nonviolence seeks to defeat 
injustice, not people. 

Nonviolence recognizes that evil 
doers are also victims and are 
not evil people. 

The nonviolent resister seeks to 
defeat evil, not people. 

4 Nonviolence holds that suffer-
ing can educate and transform. 

Nonviolence accepts suffering 
without retaliation. 

Nonviolence accepts violence if 
necessary, but will never 
inflict it. 

The Theary of N01roiolence 

Nonviolence willingly accepts 
the consequences of its acts. 

Unearned suffering is 
redemptive and has 
tremendous educational and 
transforming possibilities. 

Suffering has the power to 
convert the enemy when 
reason fails. · 

5 Nonviolence chooses love in
stead of hate. 

Nonviolence resists violence of 
the spirit as well as the body. 

Nonviolent love is spontaneous, 
unmotivated, unselfish and 
creative. 

Nonviolent love gives willingly, 

--over 



knowing that the return might 
be hostility. 

Nonviolent love is active, not 
passive. 

Nonviolent love is unending in 
its ability to forgive in order to 
restore community. 

Nonviolent love does not sink to 
the level of the hater. 

Love for the enemy is how we 
demonstrate love for 
ourselves. 

Love restores community and 
resists injustice. 

Nonviolence recognizes the fact 
that all life is interrelated. 

6 Nonviolence believes that the 
universe is on the side of jus
tice. 

The nonviolent resister has deep 
faith that justice will eventual
ly win. 

Nonviolence believes that God is 
a God of justice. 

Derived from "Pilgrimage to Nonviolence" in 
Dr. King's Stride Toward Freedom, Harp
er & Row, 1958. 

Six Steps for Nonviolent 
Social Change 

The Six Steps for Nonviolent So
cial Change are based on Dr. King's 
nonviolent campaigns and teach
ings which emphasize love in ac
tion. Dr. King's philosophy of non
violence, as reviewed in the Six 
Principles of Nonviolence, guide 
these steps for social and interper
sonal change. 

1 Information Gathering 

To understand and articulate an 
issue, problem or injustice facing a 
person, community or institution 
you must do research. You must in
vestigate and gather all vital infor
mation from all sides of the argu
ment or issue so as to increase your 
understanding of the problem. You 
must become an expert on your op
ponent's position. Some of the many 
sources from which you can gather 
information are: past and present 
newspaper and magazine articles, 
radio and television (including the 
archives of radio and television sta
tions). Many organizations often 
have expertise in some aspect of the 
issue; these organizations should be 
asked to help. The public library, 
personal discussions and inter
views, the more than 4,000 electron- . 
ic data bases can also be used. 

2 Education 

It is essential to inform others, in
cluding your opposition, about your 
issue. This minimizes misunder
standings and gains you support 
and sympathy. You can write arti
cles for newspapers and magazines. 
You can appear on radio and televi
sion talk programs. You can hold 
seminars, workshops and build 
coalitions on the issue. You can con
duct mass rallies. You can write 
statements for pastors, priests and 
rabbis to include in their sermons. 

3 Personal Commitment 

Daily check and affirm your faith 
1 in the philosophy and methods of 

nonviolence. Eliminate hidden mo-

tives and prepare yourself to accept 
suffering, if necessary, in your work 
for justice. 

4 Negotiations 

Using grace, humor and intelli
gence, confropt the other party with 
a list of injustices and a plan for ad
dressing and resolving these injus
tices. Look for what is positive in 
every action and statement the op
position makes. Do not seek to hu
miliate the opponent but call forth 
the good in the opponent. Look for 
ways in which the opponent can 
also win. 

5 Direct Action 

These are actions taken to moral
ly force the opponent to work with 
you in resolving the injustices. Di
rect action imposes a "creative ten
sion" into the conflict. There are over 
250 different direct action tactics, in
cluding: boycotts, marches, rallies, 
rent strikes, work slowdowns, let
ter-writing and petition campaigr "'--
bank-ins, property occupancy, 
nancial withdrawal, and political 
denial through the ballot. Direct ac
tion is most effective when it illus
trates the injustice it seeks to correct. 

6 Reconciliation 

Nonviolence seeks friendship 
and understanding with the oppo
nent. Nonviolence is directed 
against evil systems, forces, oppres
sive policies, evil and unjust acts, 
not against persons. Reconciliation 
includes the opponent being able to 
"save face." Through reasoned com
promise, both sides resolve the in
justice with a plan of action. Each 
act of reconciliation is one step clos
er to the "Beloved Community." Not 
only are individuals empowered, 
but so is the entire community. With 
this come new struggles for justice 
and a new beginning. •:• 

Derived from "Letter from Binningham 1 .. . , 

m Why We Can't Wait, Penguin Books, 
1963. Printed by pennission of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social 
Change, Inc., AtLmta, Georgia. 

Active Nonviolerrce: A Way of Life, A Strategy for Change 
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WORKING 
.. . ·- -· 

ASSUMPTIONS OF 
NONVIOLENCE 

Non-violence is the constant awareness of the dignity and 
t1manity of oneself and others; it seeks truth and justict; it re
IICiunces violence both in method and in attitude; it is a 
~rageous acceptance of actfve love and goodwill as the instru
Ment with which to overcome roil and transfonn both oneself 
Ud others. It is the wiUingmss to undergo suffrring rather 
~/tan inflict it. It excludes rdttliation and flight." 

Wally Nelson, consdentious objector, 
dvil rights activist, and tax resister 

The following working assumptions form a 
preliminary framework for the understanding of 
non violence: 

The means must be consistent with the ends. A good ex
ample of this principle is group or consensus 
decision-making; the process used to reach a decision 
is as vital as the political viability of that decision. 

Respect all life. The essence of this working assump
tion is the attempt to relate to all individuals in as 
human a way as possibie, despite disagreements or 
anger, and to value and respect non-human forms of 
life. 

Transform opposrtron rather than destroy it. Becau<;e 
there is a basic respect for the other individual in any 
confrontative situation, it is possible to work toward 
changing rather than destroying that person. Linked 
to this approach is the awareness that it is not only the 
other person who needs to change; .... :e must be will
ing to listen and undergo change or hardship 
ourselves. 

Use creativity. humor, and love. Use of creative ways to 
approach adversaries can sometimes prevent reac
tions of fear, anger, and hate, and at the same time, 
produce unexpected positive results. 

Aim far underlying changes. Nonviolence seeks 
underlving changes more than su:-:'".::e changes. To 
reach deeper, more profound char.~~ irt society and 
the way people !tve obviously may :~<e much longer. 
but will prodc.::e more enduring. higher quality 
change. 

In El Salvador 

Bullets find their nests• 
in the breasts of nuns & of teachers 

there is blood in the apples 
there are tears in the looms. 

In the White House 
the unemployed hack cowboy actor 
eats jellybeans 
& says: 

Human rights will not be 
our concern. It is not our 
business what happens in 
those countries. 

& sends guns & bullets 
to the generals. 

There is blood in the apples 
there are tears in the looms. 

Rafael Jesus Gonzdlez 

6. Power lies in ~ial dynamics. Power doesn't "belong" 
only to :ertain people or groups; it lies in social 
dynar,tics. It is our cooperation with people and in
stitutions in !'o·.ver positions that gives them power. 
Through organized nonviolent action and civil 
disobedience, it is possible to withold our coopera
tion from those who abuse power and thus remove 
power from them. 

7. Norrviolettce is active. Although to some the word non
violence implies passivity. nonviolence is actually an 
active form of resistance. It analvzes the sources of in
stitutional violence and interve~es on a phi.lo~ophical 
and political lt'\'t'; ~hrough ci:ect and persistent 
actions 



Correcting Common Misconceptions 
about Nonviolent Action nv GENE SHARP 

\Vhat nonviolent action is 

Nonvio len t acti cn is a g~ncri c term c ov~:-: :. g do;:cns of 
spec ific methods of protc.sl nor.coorc raL: c: :. Jr.d inter. en
lion, in all of wh ich the acLionistS conduc t t.'1c co nflict by 
doing- or refusing to do- ccruin things without using 
physical violence. As a tech nique. therefore , nonviolent 
ac lion is rwt passive . It i.s. not inaction. It is acuon that is 
nonviolenL 

The issue at suke will vary. Frequently it may be a political 
one- between political groups. for or against a govern
ment. or. on rare occasions. between governments (as in 
imposi tion of embargoes or resistance to occupation). It 
may also be economic or social or religious. The scale and 
level of the cont1ict will also vary. It may be limited to a 
neigh borhocxi. a city . or a particular section of the society; it 
may at ott.er times range over a large area of a country or 
convulse a whole nation. Less often. more than one country 
and government may be involved. Whatever the issue, 
however, and whatever the scale of the conflict, nonviolent 
action is a technique by which people who reject passivity 
and submission, and who see struggle as essential, can wage 
their conflict without violence. Nonviolent action is not an 
auem ptto avoid or ignore conflict. It is ont rcsronse to the 
problem of how to act ;n poli lirs. especiall y how to wield 
fXJV.'Cf cffe-.:ti vel y. 

What nonviolent action isn't 

1) Nonviolent action has nothing to do with passivity, 
submissiveness, and cow:udice; just as in violent action, 
these must flrst be rejected and overcome. 

2) Nonviolent action is not to be equated "';lb verbal or 
purely psychological persuasion, although it may use action 
to induce psychological pressures fcx attitude change; non
violent action, instead of words, is a sanction and a tech
nique of struggle involving !.he use of social, economic, and 
political power, and lbe matching of forces in conflict 

3) Nonviolent action does not depend on the assumption that 
people are inherently "good"; the potentialities of P«Jple for 
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bo th "gO<Xi" a.r1d "e •LI" Jre recognized: including th e 
c .w ~ me.s of cru~ :ty :lnd in humanit y. 

4) People. usir.g .-.onvtolen t actio n do n0 t ha ve to be pacifists 
or sainL~: non,1ckn t ac tion has been predominantly and 
successfuUy practiced by "ordinary" pe.ople . 

5) Success with non•·io lent acti on docs not require (though 
tt may be helj:'<!d by) shared standanis and principles. a high 
degree of comm~.;nity of interest, or a high degr~ of 
psychological closeness between the contending groups; this 
is because when efforts to produce voluntary change fail . 
coerci ve nonviolent me.a.sures may be employed.. 

6) Nonviolent action is at le.a.st as much of a Western 
rhenomenon as an E.lstern one; indeed, it is probably more 
Western. if one L1ke.s into account the widespread use of 
strikes and bo:-cous in the labor movement and the nonco
operation strugg les of subordinated nationalities. 

7) In nonviolent action the.re is no assumption that the 
opponent will refrain from using violence against nonviolent 
actioni.sts; the t.echnique is designed to operate against 
violence when necessary . 

8) TI~C re is nothil1 g in nonviolent action to prevent it from 
be ing u~d for both "good" and "bad" causes. al tllough the 

S0':ial con.scq t:.err:::es of its use for a "bad' ' cause may differ 
cons iderably fr om the coo~uences of violence used for the 
same cause. 

9) Nonviolent action is not limited to domestic conflicts 
within a democratic system; it has l::«n widely used against 
dictatorial regimes, foreign occupations, and even against 
to tali ta.rian systems... 

10) Nonviolent action does not always take longer to 
produce victory than violent struggle would. In a variety of 
cases nonvi.olem struggle has won objectives in a very short 
time- in as liu.le as a few days. The time taken to achieve 
victory depends oo divetS(: factors- primarily oo the 
strength of the nonvio~nt actionists. 

Source: Gene Sharp, TM Politics of NonvioltM Action 
(3 VOO.), Bostoo; Portex Sargent. 1973. 



Ho\v Nonviolent Strugg~ Works by GENE SHARP 

Striking at the Roots of Power 

Nonviolent stru ggle wcd.:s by underrntni.ng the oppo
nent's power at iLS source . A govemme:1t's political po • ... ·er. 
for example. ultimately depends en u"' e conse:H and coop
eration of iLS citizens. Rulets of governments and political 
systems are not omnipotent. nor do Lf)ey possess self
generating power. On the contrary, all domin.1ting elites 
and rulers depend for thr.ir sources of powet upon the coop
eration of the population and of ti'.e institutioos of lhe 
society they would rule . if the pgJul:u..ion re jec ts the rulers' 
right w rule and to command, they are will'Hirawi.ng the 
gener:li agreement, or group consent, which makes the 
existing government possible. This loss of authority sets in 
motion the disintegration of the rulers' power. That power 
is reduced to the degr~ that lhe rulers are denied authority. 
\\-'here the loss is r..x.treme, the ex is tence of th:u particular 
go..,emment is th.r,.2tened. 

Facing Repression 

\-Vhen rllJIWio!ent Slnlgglc p!IC.S~nts 3 Si!liOUS (hallengc 
to !.he C'pf-'01\ent, tk oppone-nt is li.J:cly to n:.)Ct with reprcs
~ion apinst :h:: r..::nviolent actio:1ist~. 

Faced wi:.h repression, nonviele...'l t actionis:s ha·•e on:1 
or.'! a..::ceptable response: to overc ome they must persist in 
tl'.cir action and refuse to submit cr ret:re.Jt. Without willing
ness to fxe repression as the price of sauggle, the nonvio
lent action moven:ent cannot hope to succeed. 

Facing rcpre.ssio :-~ wi'.h persistenCe and courage means 
that the nonviolent actioni.sts must be prepared to endure the 
opp:>nent's sanctions without flinching. The nonviolent 
actionists must be prepared to suffer in order to advance 
their cause. Some people m;;y interpret this suffering in a 
metaphysical or spiritual~. but thu view is not ncces
$.3.1')' for the technique: it i.s suffiCient if !.he volunt.een 
understand !..hal their withsLUlding repression will contribute 
to achieving their objectives. 

Political Jiu-Jitsu 

Political jiu-jitsu is one of the sp<X:ial processes by 
which nonviolent action deals with violent repression. By 
combinin& nc11violent discipli.r~ with so!ic!Mty and persis
tence in struggle, the nonviolent actionists cause lt,e 
violence of the oppooent's repression to be exposed in the 
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worst pcssible lighL This. i.n turn, may lead to sh 1fts i.n 
optnion and then to shifts in power relltionshtps f:1voracle 
to the nonviolent group. These shifts result fr om with
dJ':l'.I,';}J of support for the opponent and the grant of sup port 
to t.."'e no nviolent actionists . 

Mechanisms of Change 

When successful, nonviolent action produces change in 
one of the foUowi.ng ways: 

Con11ersion 
The opponent has been inwardly changed so that he 

wants to make the changes desired by the nonviolent 
a ·~tionis ts. 

Accommodation 
The opponent does not agree wiL1 the ctunge-s (he h.>.s 

not been converted), and he could ccr.!inue u"le struggle (he 
has not been nonviolently coerced). but nevertheless he h..'\S 
ctYlcludcrl that it is best to grant some or all of t11e d~and...c:.. 
He may see the issues as not so important after all. the 
acti1lnis:s as not as bad as he har! thought, or he m:ly e.J.~'-
to lose more by continuing the struggle than by concetiing 
gr:1eef ull y. 

Nonviolent coercion 
The opponent h4s not chang~ his mind on the i~ue.s 

and wanLs to continue the struggle, bt is unJble to do so: 
the sources of his power and means of control have been 
taken away from him without the use of violence. This may 
h.ave ~n done by the nonviolent group or by opposition 
and noncooperation among his own group (as, mutiny of his 
troops), or some combination of these. 

Disintegra!Wn 
The opponent's soo.rces of power a.re so completely 

~vered or dissolved that the opponent simply falls apart as 
a viable entity. No coherent OOdy re m..1irc:; , <:Yer. to acc.e~: 
defeat. The opponent's power has been Simply dissolved. 

Source: Gene Sharp, Tht Politics of Nonviolent Acrion 
(3 Vols.), Boston: Porter Sargent. 1973; and Gene 
Sh.arp, Tht Role of Powu in Nonvi.o/ell( Struggle 
(moncgraph), Cambridge: The Albert Einsttin 
Institution, (forthcoming). 



L MEANS may be 
likened to a seed, the end 
to a tree; and there is 
just the same inviolable 
connection between the 
means and the end as 
there is between the seed 
and the tree. 

- GANDHI 

NONVIOLENT 
RESPONSE TO 

PERSONAL VIOLENCE 
Nonviolence focuses on communic.1tion: 

1. Be cleu .1bout your objediv~. 
Your objectives must be reasonable. You must believt 
you are fair and you must be able to communicate thi! 
to your opponent. 

2. Don't be trightened. 
Maintain as much eye contact as possible. 

3. Don't be frightening. . 
Make no abrupt gestures. Move slowly. When prac· 
tical, tell your opponent what you are going to de 
before you do it. Don't say anything threatening. 
aitical, or hostile. 

4. Don't be duid of stating the obvious. 
Say simply, "You're hurting my arm", or "You're 
shouting at me". 

S. Don't beluve like a victim. 
Someone in the process of committing an act of 
violence has strong expectations as to how his/her 
victim will behave. If you manage. to :behave 
differently-in a nonthreatening mann~-you can 
interrupt the flow of events that woulG\ have 
culminated in an act of violence. You must create a 
scenario new to your opponent. 

6. Seek to befriend your opponent's better ru.ture. 
Even the most brutal and brutalized among us have 
some spark of decency which the nonviolent 
defender can reach. . · 

1. Don't shut down in response to physical violence. 
You have to play it by ear. The best rule is to resist as 
firmly as you can without escalating the anger or the 
violence. Try varying approaches and keep trying to 
alter your opponent's picture of the situation. 

S. Keep talking. Keep listening. 
Get your opponent talking and listen to whaf sfhe 
says. Encourage him/her to talk about what sfhe 
believes, wishes, fears. Don'~ argue but at the same 
time don't give the impression you agree with asser
tions that are cniel or immora.I. The listening is more 
important than what you say-keep the talk going 
and keep it calm. · 

-adapted from an article by Mark Morris in WlN, (P22), 
January 24, 1974. 



Peaceful 
Conflict 
Resolution 
is Teachable: 
Nine steps provide 
the key to resolving 
jjspu.tes peacefully 

by Colman ;\lcCarthy 

.. , Jr'hen speaking before audiences about nonviolent conflict 
resolution, I ask two questions. HO\\' many of you hm·e 

.1 ~ e\·er been hit in any physical way an~1ime in your li£e by 
a total stranger ' :\ few isolated hands go up. Second question: how 
many of you hm·e ever been hit in any physical way anytime in you r 
life by someone you kno\\' or I y a member of ~ ·our family) 

Nearly ail hands go up. • 
Yet most of us are conditioned to fear the street criminal. 

even tho ugh for many people there is more to fear walking in the 
house at night than walking out. 

ln the same convoluted way, Americans are conditioned to 
fear imernational criminals-what have lateh-been called "rogue 
nations ·-_even though since 19-+5 we are the ones who have dis
patched soldiers to bomb or threaten to bomb people in China 
!19-+5 --+ 6l. Korea 11950-53 J. China ( 1950-53 ). Guatemala (195-+ l . 
Indone· i,l ( 1958 l, Cuba \ 1959-60), Guatemala (1960) . Congo 
( L96-+ J. Peru (1965) . Laos (196-+ -73), Vietnam (1961-73), Cam
bodia (1969-70 ). Guatemala (1967 -69), Grenada (1983 ), Libya 
(1986) , El Sa!Yador (1980s), Nicaragua (1980s), Panama (19891, 
Iraq (1991-2000 ). Sudan (1998), Afghanistan (1998), and Yu
gos lavia ( 19991. 

\\ 'hether it 's across a li\·ing room or across a border, conflicts 
will be settled either through violent force or through nom·iolent 
force. Cont1icr. by definition. means only this: \\·e need to change 
ou r way of dealing with each other; the old way no longer works. 
Conflict is a neutr<ll term. neither positive nor negati\·e. If some
one a\·s ... I like to a\·oid conflict." get them a one-way ticket to 
:VIars, Pluto, or 1\:eptune. On earth, this third -rate planet revok
ing around a second-rate sun. we have confl ict. I t 's almost always 
a signal to get another way of dealing with a disagreement. 

Since 1982. I have been teachi ng high school, college, and 
law students the methods of nonviolent conflict resolution. I ha\·e 
learned t\\·o realities from having taught some 5 ,000 students : 
first, no m·iolence is teach.lble; and second, the young are hungry 
to learn the skills. 

i\'o n<Hion has so vast a literature on nonviolence as America. 
Yet , judging from our hrstory of wars, our high rates of homicide. 
spouse and child abuse , abortions, the killing of animals for food. 
o ur death row executions, it 's as if the art of resolving conflicts 
nonviolen tly were as hard to learn as astrophysics in Urdu. 

It isn't that hard. The following steps are among the well-tested 
methods of decreasing or ending violence-whether the disputes 
~1rc among or \\-ithin nations. companies. school kids , or families: 

Dt·;;,- · rh;; l'L'ntlic r. If defined objectiveh-. rather than sub
jectively. which is how most of us do it. cont1ict means only this: 
\\'e need a new way of doing things, the old way has failed. 

Sociologists report that in as many as seventy-five percent of 
husband·\\'ife fights. the combatants are battling over different is
sues. The husband may be enraged over what his wife said or did 
that morning. The \\·ife is out of control over \\·hat her husband 
said o r did ten weeks ago. They can't settle their confli ct because 
they don't kno\\- what it 's about. It 's this to him, that to her. 

This dynamic is seen among warring nations, not only bat
tling couples. In 1991. Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and Pres
ident George Bush. leaders of two governments long accustomed 
to soking conHicts by killing people, defined their dispute differ
ently. For Hussein. it was a property issue: Land under Kuwait 's 
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control really belonged to Iraq. Bu h defined it se,·eral way . 
Fir t, it ,,·as oil. Then it was the threat to the industrial world. 
Finally. it was that old tandby: toppino n,1ked aggression. 

Here ,,·ere two politician - . as elf-righteous and self
deluded as a ,,·arring husband and wife , unwilling to define 
th~ essence of the conflict. If t\\'O sides can define what they 
arc fighting abo ut, the chances increase that mispe rception s 
\\·ill be clarified. 

l r'~ not ~ou :.~gainsr me. it\ ~ou :.1nd me against rhe prob
km. The problem is the problem. Mo t people-and na
tion -go inro battle convinced. I'm righr. you're wrong; I'm 
good. you're e\'il: I'm wi e, you're fooli h: I'm going to win. 
you're going to lose. E\·en if one ide doe- \\·in, the first reac
tion of the loser is. I wanr a rematch: I'll come back with mean
er words. harder fists and bigger bomb . Then you'll learn . 
then yo u'll be good and then ,,.e 'll have peace forever. 

This is an illusion , but few can give it up. By focusin g on 
the problem. and not the pe rs n with the problem, a climate 
of cooperation, not competition. is enhanced. 

List the relationship 's many -hared concerns and needs, 
.h aga inst one shared eparation. In Erne t Hemingway's nov
el. A Fareu;ell To Arms, the mo t oulful of his stories (as against 
hi usual chest-thumping book l. a character is described in a 
hauntingly beautiful phra e: .. He wa strong in the broken 
places.·· All of us have been, are being, or will be broken by 
life. If we are strong in the broken places. chances for mending 
increase. They'll increa e if the strengths of the relation hip
the shared concerns and needs-are given more attention than 
the lone unshared separation. 

\\11en people have fought, don't ask what happened. This 
is an irreb·am question. They will answer \\ith their version of 
what happened , almost always elf-justifying. The better que -
tion is. "\'\'hat did you do?" Thi elicits facts. not opinions. Mi -
perceptions are clarified, not prolonged. 

killed trial layer . whether in civil or criminal cases, don't 
ask people on the stand what happened. Instead. it's "\'V'hat did 
you do? .. Juries decide or are told to decide on the relevance of 
factual information. 

\'\'ork on active listening, not pa sive hearing. Conflicts es
calate when partners try to talk more than listen and then only 
listen as a timeout for verbal rearming. Listen ing well is an act 
of caring. If you are a good listener, you ha\·e many friends. If 
you are a poor listener, you ha\·e many acquaintances. Anatom
ically, we are made to listen more than speak. which is why we 
ha\'e two ears and one mouth. 

Choose a place to re oh e the contlicr. not the battlt!
ground it df. Armies tend to sign peace treaties far from the 
war zones. Too many emotions are there. 

In some schools around the country where progressive fac
ulties are teaching, peace rooms are in place. Anyone who was 
fiohting-in the schoolya rd , the hall s, the bus-automatically 
knows to go to the peace room at the time ser. say every Friday 
morning from nine to noon . \X 'ho will be there? Mediators: 
classmates who have been trained in the essentials of nonviolent 
conflict resolution. Principals and psychologists in schools that 
have peace rooms see the results in lower rates of violence. 

tart with what· doable. Restoration of peace can't be 
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done quickly. If it took a long time for the dispute to begin, it 
will take time to end it. 

Work on one small doable rather than many large un
doables. Almost always. it ' a laughably small wound that cau -
es the fi rst hurt in a relationship. But then , ignoring the small 
ness takes on a size of its own. Ignoring the problem becomes 
larger than the original problem. 

Develop fo rgiveness kills. Many people of large minds are 
willing to say after the conflict, ''I'm going to bury the hatchet ." 
To themselves. they add: ·'But I'm going to mark exactly where 
I bury it, just in case I need to dig it up for the next fight .. , 

Forgiveness look forward, vengeance looks backward. 
Again, it's anatomy: we have eyes in the from of our heads, not 
the back. 

Purify our heart~. This is merely an elegant way of telling 
ourselves, "I need to get my own messy li fe in order before I 
can instruct others how to live." 

The United States-President C linton , Secretary of State 
Madeleine K. Albright, Defense Secretary William S. Cohen 
and others-have been busy preaching to Saddam Hussein 
about Iraq 's weapons of mass destruction, while the United 

tate has the largest arsenal of uch weapons in the history of 
the planet. 

Why nor send in the heralded United ations inspection 
team to tell the world where America's weapons of mass de
struction are located-and how many, and how much money 
was spent on them that could have gone to schools, health care, 
and road repair? 

Purifying America's hea rt would involve facing the un
pleasant reality that the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke of 
April-1,1967, in his antiwar speech at Riverside Church in 1 ew 
York: ·'The greatest puf\·eyor of violence in the world today [is] 
my own go\'ernment .... r\ nation that continues year after year 
to pend more money on military defense than on programs of 
social uplift is approachino spiritual death. ' 

Do these nine stegs of nonviolent con£lict resolution always 
work? 1 o . Sometimes the conflict partners are so emotionally 
wounded or ideologically hidebound that nothing can stop the 
violence. But large numbers of conflicts can be resolved with 
out killing or wounding the other side, provided the strategies 
for peacemaking are known . If they aren 't known, start to teach 
them : in the world 's schools, in religious institutions. They ali 
claim to want peace. 

Gandhi routinely said, don't bring your opponents to their 
knees, bring them to their senses. onviolence means preven
tion before the crisis. \: iolence says the opposite: intervention 
after-intervention with fists, guns, bombs, and armies. 

With 28,000 high schools in the United States, 78,000 ele
mentary schools and 3,000 colleges, few other opportunities for 
decreasing violence are greater than peace education: system
atically teaching the literature of peace and techniques of con
fli ct resolution, in every g rade in every school. 

Wishful thinking-yes, let us hope for peace-won't do it. 
Serious thinking will. • 

Colman ;\,fcCarthy directs the Center /or Teaching Peace, 4501 Van 
1 ess St., Washington DC, 20016 (wwu-·.center/orteachingpeace.org). 
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IDSTORICAL EXAMPLES OF NONVIOLENT STRUGGLE 

494 BCE The plebeians of Rome withdraw from the city and go on strike to correct their 
grievances against the Roman consuls. · 

1765-1775 The U.S. American colonists mount three major nonviolent resistance campaigns 
against British rule (against the Stamp Act of 1765, the Townshend Acts of 1767, and the 
Coercive Acts of 1774) resulting in de facto independence for nine colonies by 1775. 

1850-1867 Hungarian nationalists, led by Francis Deak, engage in nonviolent resistance to 
Austrian rule, eventually regaining self-governance for Hungary as part of an Austro-Hungarian 
federation . 

1906-1906 In Russia, peasants, workers, students, and the intelligentsia engage in major 
nonviolent strikes, forcing the Czar to accept the creation of an elected legislature. 

1917 The February 1917 Russian Revolution, despite some limited violence, is also 
predominantly nonviolent and leads to the collapse of the czarist system. 

1913-1919 Demonstrations for women' s suffrage in the U.S. lead to the Constitutional 
amendment guaranteeing women the right to vote. 

1920 In the Weimar Republic of Germany a general strike foils attempted coup. 

1923 Despite severe repression, Germans resist the French and Belgian occupation of 
the Ruhr, making it so costly politically and economically that the French and Belgian forces 
finally withdraw. 

1920s-1947 In one ofthe best known examples of protracted nonviolent struggle, Mohandas 
Gandhi leads the Indian independence movement. 

1940-1945 There are many examples of nonviolent resistance to Nazi occupation in World 
War II, especially in Norway, Denmark, and the Netherlands. 

1944 Two Central American dictators, Maximiliano Hernandez Martinez (El Salvador) 
and Jorge Ubico (Guatemala), are ousted through nonviolent civilian insurrection. 

1953 Political prisoners in Soviet labor camps employ a wave of strikes leading to some 
limited improvements in living conditions. 

1955-1968 Using a variety of nonviolent methods-- including bus boycotts, economic 
boycotts, massive demonstrations, marches, sit-ins and freedom rides-- the U.S . civil rights 
movement wins passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

--over 



1968-69 Czech nonviolent resistance to the SQviet invasion enables the Dubcek regime to 
stay in power for eight months -- far longer than would have been possible with military 
resistance. 

1986 
dictatorship. 

The Philippines "people power" movement brings down the oppressive Marcos 

Source: the Albert Einstein Institution in Boston 

[GWhistoricalexamplesof nonviolenceMay2002] 
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SAMPLE NONVIOLENCE TRAINING AGENDA 

All Gandhian Wave participants should have prior nonviolence training geared for their 
particular action. The Gandhi an Wave binder includes many resources for your 
training. You can copy various pages to use as handouts,. or to distribute as packets. 

"The purpose of training is for participants to form a common understanding of 
the use of nonviolence. It gives a forum to share ideas about nonviolence, fears and 
feelings. It allows people to meet and build o/idarity with each other and provides an 
opportunity to form affinity groups. 

"It is often u ed as a preparation for action and gives people a chance to learn 
about an action, it tone and legal ramification . It helps people to decide whether or 
not they will participate in an action. Through role-playing, people learn what to expect 
from police, officials, other people in the action, and themselves. " (Handbook for 
Nonviolent Action) 

While a whole weekend (two-day) training is preferable, the following ample 
agenda can fit a single day. Adapt it to your needs. Assign times to each agenda item 
beforehand (including breaks and mealtime). Depending on how many participate, an 
agenda like this works best with two or three trainers. You might provide each trainer 
with a detailed typed agenda .... while keeping the posted public agenda much simpler. 

[TIMES] 

WELCOME [facilitators welcome participants, introduce themselves, note any ground rules or 

housekeeping matters (location of lavatories, etc.)). 

__ AGENDA REVIEW [have agenda already posted on large sheet on a wall ; give a couple of 

minutes for participants to read it to themselves· clear up any questions] 

__ INTRODUCTIONS [go-around: besides name and organizational affiliation, participants could 
be asked to briefly share where they are on the path to helping to close the SO A. .. or they might 

each share a word or phrase which helps them define ' nonviolence"] 

__ HISTORY & THEORY OF NONVIOLENCE [cite impact of Gandhi and MLK, Jr.'s civil 
rights movement on SOA campaign. Brainstorm what Nonviolence is (if not used in introductions), OR, 
using the nonviolence quotes in this section, distribute one to each participant; have each participant read 
their quote aloud and briefly comment on it.] 

NONVIOLENCE DYADS [have participants pair off- if possible, with someone they don' t 
already know; each person gets two minutes to speak to a topic without interruption. Sample topics: A) 
how do I handle conflict situations?: B) could a nation-state have a foreign policy based on nonviolence? 
Repeat with a new partner. De-brief. 

[I ariation: with each topic, allow the listener a minute to reflect back to the speaker what s!he 
has said; discuss the relationship between listening and nonviolence.] 

SOA W NONVIOLENCE PLEDGE [perhaps have a go-around with each participant reading a 

sentence of the pledge and commenting on it, allowing room for some discussion] 

--over 



NONVIOLENCE BAROMETER [see sheet in this training section ] 

AFFINITY GROUPS [discuss nature, history, purpose and advantages of affinity groups, and 

individual roles within one] 

SCENARIO [review plans and roleplay anticipated direct action] 

HASSLE LINE [see description in "Other Nonviolence Training Exercises" in binder; use a 

situation directly linked to the anticipated direct action] 

CONSENSUS DECISION MAKING 

QUIK -DECISION ROLEPLAY [see description in "Other Nonviolence Training 
Exercises"; you could use a scenario likely to occur at Benning.] 

__ LOCAL MEDIA WORK [emphasize need for local media work for the action; have 
participants read one of the sample press releases and analyze what elements make it effective or not. 
Distribute first several pages of the media section (including model press release) in the training packet.] 

LEGAL BRIEFING [discuss likely charges, pleas, trial strategies and sentences, etc. for this 

particular action] 

PRISON WITNESS [you might brainstorm costs and benefits of being a prisoner of conscience; 

cite the role of prison witness in the SOA campaign] 

FEARS & CONCERNS [you might have group break into dyads for several minutes ... . followed 
by a brainstorm of fears and concerns. then address each item one by one.] 

__ EVALUATION [use go-around or brainstorm on what was good about the training and what 
might have been done better] 

CLOSING CIRCLE [a good time for a solidarity song] 

*** 

The time immediately after a training can be used to show any of the excellent SOA W 
videos. It can also be a time for an affinity group meeting. Trainings can be followed by 
other events, often in the evening, including pizza parties, potlucks, SOA teach-ins or 
SOA W fund-raisers. 

[GWtrainingMay2002] 
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NONVIOLENCE BAROMETER (training exercise) 

Nonviolence Barometers provide a livezy way to explore our own personal vision~~ 
Nonviolence. They also help us explore the nuances and ambiguities o.f Nonviolence. 
One of the beauties (l the exercise is that it vividly demonstrates that people (l good will 
can hold many d{fferent -- and even opposite -- opinions: there 's no exclusive way to be 
Nonviolent. 

Any number up to about 25 can participate. You need a large room with open 
floor :,pace. 

Afacilitafor --ideally one wei/familiar with Nonviolence-- has the group line up 
or cluster in the center of the room. The facilitator designates one end (l the room as the 
Nonviolent side and the opposite end as the Violent side. S/he then reads· aloud a brief 
scenario of two or three sentences (.~·ee below). 

In response, each participant moves toward either the Violent or the Nonviolent 
side of the room -- whichever personally feels appropriate. How strongly s/he feels about 
it determines how .far awayfrom the centers/he moves. 

After participants have taken their re:,pective positions, a short facilitated 
discussion ensues. The facilitator may first call on those taking the most extreme 
positions to explain why they have done so. Often individuals will physically move from 
their positions as they are influenced by others' points of view. 

After a few minutes of discussion the facilitator has everyone return to the center. 
Slhe then offers a new scenario and the action repeats itself The facilitator paces the 
exercise which can take up to 45 minutes or an hour depending on the group dynamic 
and available time. A variation: instead of one long session, do two or three or four 
short sessions 

Thefollowing scenarios were usedfor a training in Syracuse before the Aprill6, 
2000 World Bank blockade in Washington, DC The first four are generic and the last 
four are specific to that action. Instead of using those last four, the facilitator might 
prepare some scenarios directly related to an action at Benning. f!he items in brackets 
are themes the facilitator may want to briefly comment on if they haven't already 
emerged in discussion.] 

SCENARIOS 

1. We're all on a fact-finding delegation in Colombia; a hungry mosquito is 
resting on your arm. You swat it. 

2. It's Thanksgiving. The family has gathered for its annual reunion. Your 
Mom serves turkey with all the fixings. Although normally a vegetarian, you 
decide to go with the flow and eat a slab of white meat. 

-over 



3. You ' re a woman walking alone in downtown Syracuse late at night. A 
man starts paying you some unwanted attention and seems about to lay hands 
on you. Before he can do so, you mace him. [self-defense] 

4. In a "third world" country, a baby fonnula manufacturer puts up billboards 
suggesting that breast feeding is old-fashioned and that using baby fonnula is 
modem. [systemic violence] 

5. In Bolivia, thanks to World Bank structural adjustment demands, the 
government tries to privatize municipal water supplies. Bechtal Corporation 
buys one city's supply and jacks up the water rates. [systemic violence] 

6. Thousands of people from all over the country converge on DC on April 
16. Our affinity group ' s job is to help block the main entrance of the World 
Bank. But the police have set up barriers to keep us forty yards away. 
Frustrated, we begin chanting, "No justice, no peace. No racist police." 
[provocation; stereotyping, sloganeering, demonizing, issue of respecting all 
whom we encounter] 

7. Some of us break through the barriers and are met by a phalanx of riot 
police. Before they begin apprehending us, we sit on the pavement, refusing 
to cooperate with the arrest. 

8. Our group is determined not to let the police stop us from getting to the 
World Bank doors . We dodge the police and sprint past tjlem. [provocation 
and running] 

9. After the demo we write a press release for the media back home. We 
figure there were about 10,000 demonstrators in the streets, but in our press 
release we say there were 20,000. [nonviolence & truth] 

Frequently participants find that a particular scenario is violent, but seems to work. Or 
that a scenario is nonviolent, but ineffective. One way to explore these ambiguities is, 
after having done several scenarios on a single axis (nonviolent/violent), to introduce a 
second axis: where two opposite walls are designated "violent" or "nonviolent" poles, 
the two other opposite walls can be designated "effective" or "ineffective. " Thus instead 
of choosing between two halves of the room, participants must now choose among four 
quadrants: violentle_ffective, violent/ineffective, nonviolentle_ffective or 
nonviolent/ineffective. 

[baromet2/ June200 1/syr] 
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NONVIOLENCE QUOTATIONS EXERCISE 

Take a Jew minutes and read both sides of this sheet. If a q_uotation particularly strikes you, 
read it aloud and (briefly) comment on it. Fee/free to comment on the quotations others read. 

Hatred bounces. -- e.e. cummings 

We must be the change we wish to see in the world. --Gandhi 

This earth remains my first and last love. -- Albert Camus 

If only I may grow firmer, simpler, quieter, warmer. -- Dag Hammerskjold 

Live simply so others may simply live. -- bumper sticker 

It is no longer a choice between violence and nonviolence in this world; it's nonviolence or 
nonexistence. --Martin Luther King, Jr. 

It is better to be violent, if there is violence in our hearts, than to put on the cloak of nonviolence 
to cover impotence. There is hope for the violent person to become nonviolent. There is no such 
hope for the impotent. ... The weakest ofus physically must be taught the art of facing dangers and 
giving a good account of ourselves. -- Gandhi 

The means may be likened to a seed, the end to a tree; and there is just the same inviolable 
connection between the means and the end as there is is between the seed and the tree. 
--Gandhi 

Nonviolence has the unique abilty to simultaneously accept and reject -- to acknowledge and 
connect'us with that which is valuable in a person at the same time as it resists and challenges that 
person' s oppressive attitude and behavior. --Jane Meyerding 

If as revolutionaries, we will wage battle without violence, we can remain very much more in 
control -- of our own selves, of the responses to us which our adversaries make, of the battle as it 
proceeds and the future we hope will issue from it. -- Barbara Deming -- over 



As you come to know the seriousness of our situation -- the war, the racism, the poverty in the 
world-- you come to realize it is not going to be changed just by words or demonstrations. It ' s a 
question of risking your life. It's a question ofliving your life in drastically different ways. 
-- Dorothy Day 

Nonviolence begins with taking responsibility for our own state of mind, feelings, and actions. 
Nonviolence takes responsibility for our own behavior, no matter what others do. 
-- Ken Butigan 

Noncooperation with evil is as much a duty as cooperation with good. --Gandhi 

I would say that I'm a nonviolent soldier. In place of weapons ofviolence, you have to use your 
mind, your heart, your sense ofhumor, every faculty available to you ... because no one has the 
right to take the life of another human being. --Joan Baez 

Thou shalt not kill. -- the Old Testament 

In the composition of the truly brave there should be no malice, no anger, no mistrust, no fear of 
death or physical hurt. Nonviolence is certainly not for those who lack those essential qualities. 
--Gandhi 

Nonviolence is the constant awareness ofthe dignity and humanity of oneself and others; it seeks 
truth and justice; it renounces violence both in method and in attitude; it is courageous 
acceptance of active love and goodwill as the instrument with which to overcome evil and 
transform both oneself and others. It is the willingness to undergo suffering rather than inflict it. 
It excludes retaliation and flight. --Wally Nelson 

The sage has not self to call his own 
He makes the self of the people his self 
To the good I act with goodness; 
To the bad I also act with goodness: 
Thus goodness is attained. --The Way of the Tao 

In every deliberation, we must consider the impact of our decisions on the next seven generations. 
--Great Law of the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois)### 

[GWnonviolence quotesFeb02] 



OTHER NONVIOLENCE TRAfNING EXERCISES 

Exercises used in nonviolence training usually fall 
into one of the following categories: process, 
group dynamic~, sensitivity, vision/~trategy, and 

tactics. Proce:S6 exercises include lntroductioM, evalua
tion, fadlitation, and clarification. Group'dynamics ex
ercises include listening_ partidpation level, group~ 
servation, and priority setting. Sen&itivity exercises 
include energizing, cooperative and sharing games, 
confidence building, and trust development. Vision and 
strategy exercises include methods to pinpoint ultimate 
goals, analyze case histories. and develop long tenn 
strategy. Finally, tactic exercises include role plays, ex
tended roJe plays, hassle line, quick decision, and situa
tion analysis. 

For the purpose of brevity, the focus is on the tactic 
exercises. Extensive Information on the other exercises 
is available from Martin ]elfs, MtmUJll for Action (1977), 
and Coover, Deacon, Esser and Moore, Rt:sourct Man&a~l 
for a Living Revolution (1977) . 

General Role PLly 

General Role Play is an impromptu acting out of a 
given situation in preparation for an anticipated event 
or to evaluate a past inddenL The purpose is to analyze 
the dynamics of roles, emotional responses, strategy 
testing, and to develop inteJ petsonal ~bUs in antidpat
ing-and reacting to these situations. 

Trainers should prepare for role plays by writing a 
scenario in advance {choosing a relevant anticipated~ 
Uon), and consider the values to be transmitted. Tile 
purpose of the role play should be determined. Describe 
the scene, character3, roles, and note any special in
structions for a particular group. It~ important not 10 
reinforce stereo~, and to create people and situa
tions that are real. Then list questions that you th1nJc are 
pertinent to aslc during the ev.Uuatlon d..lsctwlon. 

In presenting a role play, briefly describe what a role 
play is and how it works to the participants. Hxplalrt. 
that l t is not a test and no one is being judged. Empha
size that there is no correct reJJX>IUe. Then present the 
scenario quickly, vividly, and clearly. UmJt the number 
of que$tions and detailed answers. let people use theJr 
imagination. Indicate the physical layout. Ask partid
pants to volunteer for the various roles. Give spedal in
structions for each role ~parately to en5ure sponta
neous reactions. Give participants a few minutes to plan 
their strategy or tactio. Trainers may at this point take 
individuals aside to whisper the ~pecial instructJoru 
within a role. Cut the role piCly at a natural break when 
it exhausts itself, when the major ~es have been 
raised, or when partldpanD have become over in-
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volved. Trainers should be observing the action careful 
ly and be ready to recaJJ incidents which might be omit 
ted in the evaluation discussion. 

The evaluation should be brisk and to the point Th 
group might want to move to another locatlon for db 
cussion, to allow everyone to unwind from the action 
lrtitiaUy allow spontaneous reactions from all the char 
acters. Get the facts on what happened, who did what 
and the response. Ask particular characters how the) 
felt when a given incident took place. Probe for alterna
tive solutions. Question conclusions cu a relevant tactic. 
Question solutions in light of nonviolence philosoph' 
Participants should summarize results of the discus
sion. 

IhssleLine 

Hassle Une ls a. one-on-one verbal role play. In a 
short amount of time a hassle line will generate a lot of 
lnfonna tion. AJJ partldpants must take an active roJe_ 
Have partidpants form two lines facing each othtr one
on-Qne. The scenario is presented with one I1ne taJdng 
one role and the other line taking the second role (e.~. 
WaU Street worker and demonstta~r dbcuss1ng l'l 
ar power investment). Give participants no more\. ........ 
one minute to get into their role. Start and freeze the ac
tion within three to five minutes. Reverse roles, and mix 
par tid pants within a line. This procedure mlnlmJ..zes 
falling out of the role with the s.ame partner. Give a 
minute to prepare for role and begin action. Evaluate 
the same as a role play. 

Quick Drdsion 

Quick Decision exercise presents a crisis situation lo 
an individual or small group {3-4 people) which re
quires an immediate solution. Tile exercise encourages 
Initiative and action, and tests good decision making 
process. 

llainers ask participants to break into groups of three 
or four. Explain the group's function and scenario. Set a 
two to three minutes tim~ limit. Start and stop discus
sion with a stop watch. Do not listen to pleas, '1ust one 
more minute!" Have participants remain with the 
group for discussion and evaluation. Trainers ask each 
group to report on their solution. COinpare various so
lutions. Have each group describe the decision making 
process that led to the solution. Evaluate the process as 
wen as the solution. 

Tdnt frarrt u .,tiel• &y Grwa JUU,...,., frrmt 1M Wv Ra»fa 
IAag~ e>rsanlttr'a Manual. pp.1JJ-17S. 



Arendt, llannab, On Vio lence : An articulate examination of tbe nature of . 
political violence. Argues tbat political power an~ violence are polar 
opposites, and cbat politiCS as dialogue, persuas1on, and consensus depends 
on human scale commumttes 

Bondu OJnt, joan, Conquest of iolence: Explanation and espou~l of Gand~i.ln 
non· io/enct (sa tyagraba), including tbe connection of non-vtolent techm~ue 
to aLl ger social ruion. Interesting comparison of non- io/ence to an.:uchasm, 
m.1rxism and liberal democracy. 

artcr, Apnl, Direct Action and Liberal Democracy: Documents and analyzes 
various direct action campaigns, including British movement for disarm 
ament; compares violent and non-violent direct action. 

Conney, Michael & Micbaelowski, Helen, The Power of the Pe()/Jie: Wonderfully 
accessible, pictorial history of active non-vtolence in US from ~ . W. I to the 
present, rnc/udrng women's suffrage, labor movement, drsannament, civil 
rights, f.:zrm workers, and the peace mo ment. Lots of personal history. 

Dellinger, Da··e, Revolutionary 'on-violence Essays by long time activist and 
Cbicago 7 defendant Dellinger, spanning late fifties to present. 

Deming, B rbara, Prison Notes : Eloquent story of noncooperation in prison 
during Civil Rights campaign. 

Deming, Barbara, Revolution and Equilibrium : Can't recommend tbis collection 
of essays to o bighly. Often brilliant and always personal, she traces her 
development from the early srxties tbrough the femrnlst revolutton The 
title essay IS definitive. 

Feminism and 1 on-violence: Available from War Resister's League, this packet of 
articles aod essuys includes women's anger, radtca/ feminist perspectives on 
non"Violence, and men 's anti-sextst movement. Includes an excellent 4 page 
btbl1ogra phy. 

Gregg, Richard, Power of Non-viohmce: A classic. Mark Twain once said, "A 
classic is a book everyone praises and no one reads". 

Huxley, Aldous, Euds and Means : Wh en he wasn't experimenting with drugs or 
writing Brave ew World, of ' Aldous was exploring the prospects for non
vtolent change Includes essuy on decentralmn. 

Lakey, George, trategy for a Ln,;ing RtnJolution: Highly recommended. 

Sharp, Gene, The Politics of on-violence (vols. 1-3): Thts ts tbe biggie, folks The 
first volume ts a slender, coherent discussion of non-violent action's theory 
of polttical power, with interesting examples from Russia and Latin America. 
The next volume is a laundry list of every NV technique. Tbe last volume, an 
dynamics of non-violence, discu ses how to build a strong movement and 
fa ce inevitable repression. I found it "complete" in a very academic way. 

Thoreau, 1/enry, On Civil Disobedience: A stimng account of one man's day in tbe 
clink 



NONVIOLEN E LE ON # 1: 

VIOLENCE BEGET. VIOLENCE ... 

The Far Side 

"So then I says to Borg, 'You know, as long as 
we're under siege, one of us oughta moon 

these ~dogs .... 
:)D)\ 



Group Communication Tools 

It is crucial for any movement fighting for social justice to make sure that its 
patterns of communication and decision-making empower every group member. · Any 
type of oppressive behavior - particularly if it discounts the voices of women and other 
subordinated groups - divides us, reproduces the hierarchies we oppose and contradicts 
our goals. 

Status quo patterns of domination have a tendency to seep into our group 
interactions. We have an obligation to each other to be aware of ways in which group 
members may manipulate male privilege, white privilege or class privilege to 
disempower others. Likewise, we need to be sensitive to subtle and overt barriers that 
continue to prevent full participation by those activists historically alienated from 
positions of power in our movements. To do so requires self-scrutiny and willingness on 
the part of the group to confront dysfunctional patterns and transform them. 

The following behaviors undercut our intent to encourage everyone's active 
participation: 

Being a unilateral problem-solver. Continually jumping to provide answers before 
others have the opportunity to make suggestions. Preemptively taking on tasks before 
others have the chance to volunteer. 

Dealing with certain members paternalistically. Restating what another member has 
just said, as if the authority of his/her voice is inadequate. Treating women, minorities 
and their input as tokens, acceptable by invitation only, and less valuable than the rest of 
the group. 

Focusing on tasks and content alone, without attention to the emotional health of 
group members and the processes that can nurture it. 

Speaking in capital letters. Talking too much, too long and too loudly. Giving opinions 
authoritatively, as the final word on the subject. This is often aggravated by tone of voice 
and body posture. 

Being on the defensive. Responding to contrary opinions or constructive criticisms as 
personal attacks. 

Railroading the focus of the group discussion to fit one's own agenda. 

Being unnecessarily critical. Pointing out minor or irrelevant flaws in others' 
statements. 

Maintaining a monopoly on key information. 

Self-listening. Focusing on your reply to a statement, rather than on understanding it. 

--over 



Using sexuality to intimidate, manipulate, dehumanize or discredit people. 

Speaking for others. Using phrases like, "A lot of us think we should ... " or, "What so 
and so really meant was ... " 

Seeking leadership positions for leadership's sake and exercising authority for 
authority 's sake, rather than for the good of the group and its goals. 

Here are some specific ways we can work proactively to change these behaviors: 

Do not interrupt people. 

Become a good listener. It's important not to disengage from the discussion when you 
are not speaking. Good listening is active participation. 

Communicate opinions in an open manner, recognizing the value of others' views. 
Diverse views greatly enhance a group's problem-solving abilities. 

Give and take support. 

Speak when you have something to say. Realize that it is unnecessary, and often 
counterproductive to speak on every subject that comes up. 

Do not devalue group members or yourself. Examine why you feel compelled to 
attack someone. Formulate criticisms in a constructive way. 

Call each other out when we act oppressively. Create spaces where behavior can be 
discussed openly, honestly and safely. Examine destructive interactions as a group, and 
support those involved in striving for healthier dynamics. 

Be aware that politically active individuals from minority populations often risk a 
lot physically, emotionally, financially, socially and legally. No one should be 
alienated or stigmatized for feeling vulnerable. Instead, the group should be 
actively addressing these concerns as group concerns. 

Seriously working toward group processes that encourage the active participation 
of all members is a powerful statement against racism, sexism, classism, homophobia and 
all forms of social domination. When we refuse to divide and conquer ourselves, we 
grow in the unity, respect and resolve that demands real social change. 

[Adapted from a piece originally written by Bill Moyers of the Movement for a New Society (MNS)] 

Cop~right 2001 Just Cause Law Collective. All content may be reprinted or excerpted for non-commercial use, 
prov1ded the material is unaltered and "Katya Komisaruk, Just Cause Law Collective" is cited as the source. 
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Affinity Groups 

A ffinity groups are seU-sufficient support systems 
of about 5 to 15 people. A number of affinity 
groups may work together toward a common 

goal in a large action, or one affinity group might con
ceive of and carry out an action on its own. Sometimes, 
affinity groups remain together over a long period of 
time, existing as political support and/or study groups, 
and only occasionally participating in actions. 

If you are planning to do 
civil disobedience, it is a good 
idea to either form c:n affinity 
group or join an alre!ldy exist
ing one. Affinity groups serve 
as a source of support and soli
darity for their members. Feel
ings of being isolated or alien
ated from the movement, the 
crowd, or the world in general 
can be alleviated through the 
familiarity and trust which de
velops when an affinity group 
structure reduces the possibili
ty of infiltration by outside 
provocateurs. However, partic
ipants in an action should be 
prepared to be separated from 
their affinity group. 

Affinity groups form the ba
sic decision-making bodies of 
mass actions . As long as they 
remain within the nonviolence 
guidelines, affinity groups are 
generally encouraged to devel
op any form of participation 
they choose. 

Every affinity group must 
decide for itself how it will 
make decisions and what it wants to do. This proces.s 
starts when an affinity group forms. If a new person 
asks to join an affinity group, she/he should find out 
what the group believes in and what they plan to do, 
and decide if she/he can share it. Some groups ask that 
all members share a commitment to feminism, for ex
ample, or to nonviolence as a way of life. Others, which 
have specifically formed to do a particular action, might 
have less sweeping agreements. 

A group cannot hope to reach consensus decision 
without having some base of agreement. Once a base is 
agreed upon, working out the details of specific issues 
and actions is not as difficult as one might expect, pro
viding that there is a willingness to go along with a 
good idea , even if it is som~.:o ne else 's. If you find that 
you cannot work effectively with your group, it might 
be better to try to find another one. 

Affinity groups for mass actions are often formed dur
ing nonviolence training sessions. It is a good idea to 
meet with your affinity group a few times before an ac
tion to get to know them if you are not already friends, 
and to discuss issues such as noncoopet:ation and rela
tionship to the legal system, the role your group will play 
(in a large action), etc. After an action, it is also helpful to 
meet with your group to evaluate and share experiences. 

Roles Within the Affinity Group 

These roles can b rotated: 
• Facilitator(s), vibes-watchers 

• Spokesperson to convey affinity group (AG) decisions 
to core support and other AG's in a mass action. 

• Support pers n(s) once you take on this responsibili
ty, you should see it through. 

Support 

The role of _ up port in a ci vii disobedience action is 
crucial. Support people accept the responsibility of be
ing a visible, involved contact to the outside once a 
member of the affinity group i arrested. They are the 
persn nal extension of the cu re and concern an affinity 
group shares among its members, an extension of the 
need a ll the participants have to see that individuals 
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who participate in nonviolent direct action are not iso
lated, neglected, and overburdened because of their po
litical statement. 

It can be hard for you to decide whether to do civil 
disobedience or support. It is strongly encouraged that 
those considering doing support go through nonvio
lence training. In making the decision, you could con
sider how each role would affect your family, job, and 
other commitments, as well as your legal status (i.e. be
ing on probation, not being a U.S. citizen, etc.) ~ During 
and after a mass action, be sure to stay in touch with 
support people from other affinity groups, for informa
tion sharing and emotional support. 

Before an Action: 

Help the affinity group decide upon and initiate their 
action, provide physical and moral support, and share 
in the excitement and se:1se of determination. 
• Know the people in your affinity group by name and 

description. 
• Know where people who are arrested are likely to be 

taken. 
• Make a confidential list with the following infor-

mation: 
Name of arrestee, 
Name used for arrest, 
Whether or not individual wants to bail out, and 

when, 
Who arrestee would like contacted and under 

what circumstances, 
Special medical information or other special 

needs info, 
Whether the individual plans to cooperate, and 

in what ways, 
Whether the person is a minor, 
Whether the person wants/needs a lawyer. 

For a Mass Action: 
• Know who the support coordinators are. 
• Know the phone number of the action office. 
• Be sure the group fills out an affinity group check-in 

sheet. 
• Be sure your name, phone number, where you can be 

reached, and how long you will be available to do 
support work are written on your affinity group's list. 

During an Action: 

• Know the boundaries of arrest and non-arrest areas, if 
applicable. · 

• In a mass action, give emergency info yourself to an
other support person. 

• Bring paper and pen, and lots of food for yourself and 
people doing civil disobedience (CDers). 

• Hold 10, money, keys and any other belongings for 
CDers. 

• Keep in touch with CDers for as long as possible, not
ing any changes in arrest strategies, etc. 

• Once arrests begin, write down each individual's 
name, and the time and na ture of the arrest, the activ-

The Prad ice of Nonviolence: 

ity of the person arrested, the treatment of the arrest
ing officer (get the badge number, if possible), and 
who is noncooperating. 

• At least one support person from you affinity grour 
should stay at the place of arrest until all members o• 
your group are arrested, and at least one should go to 
where those arrested are being taken as soon as the 
first member of your group is arrested. 

At the Courthouse (if that's where CDers are taken): 
Be present during arraignments, and try to keep track 

of the following info for each person in your group. 
During a mass action, call this info into the office. 
• Name of judge or magistrate 
• Name of COer (Doe# if applicable) 
• Charge 
• Plea (Not Guilty, Nolo Contendre, Creative Plea, 

Guilty, etc.) 
• If found guilty, sentence imposed 
• If not guilty: 

Amount of bail, if applicable 
Whether the person pays bail or not 
Date, time and place of trial 

• If there's a Ia wyer in the courtroom ask her /his name 
• Any other info that seems relevant 

After the Action: 
• Call whoever needs to be informed about each person 

who was arrested. 
• Go to trials or any other appearance of CDers; help 

with rides. 
• Help gather information for prose defendants. 
• In a mass action, be sure to let the office and/ or sup

port coordinators know when/if you have to leave 
town and give them all relevant info about the people 
you've been supporting. 

If CDers are in jail, it is important for someone to be 
near a phone so that calls from jail may be received. You 
will probably be the go-between for you AG members 
who are not jailed together, as well. 
• Contact the office (in a mass arrest) about people in 

jail and where they are being held. 
• Be prepared to bring medication to the jail site for 

whoever needs it, and follow up on whether or not it 
has been administered. 

• Visit your group members in jail, and pass on any 
messages . 

• Take care of plants, pets, cars, etc., for CDers. 
• Write letters to the people in jail; organize a support 

vigil in front of the jail. 
• Be there to pick CDers up when they are released 

from jail. 
• Support other support people- working together 

will ease the load. 
-Nancy Alach 

Reprinted from the War Resister's League Handbook for Nonviolent 
Action. 



AFFINITY GROUPS 
[Excerpted from Direct Democracy Now! http://www.directdemocracynow.org/ags.html] 

WHAT IS AN AFFINITY GROUP? 
An affinity group is a small group of 5 to 20 people who work together autonomously on direct 
actions or other projects. You can form an affinity group with your friends, people from your 
community, workplace, or organization. 

Affinity groups challenge top-down decision-making and organizing, and empower those 
involved to take creative direct action. Affinity groups allow people to "be" the action they want 
to see by giving complete freedom and decision-making power to the affinity group. Affmity 
groups by nature are decentralized and non-hierarchical, two important principles of anarchist 
organizing and action. The affinity group model was first used by anarchists in Spain in the late 
19th and early 20th century, and was re-introduced to radical direct action by anti-nuclear 
activists during the 1970s, who used decentralized non-violent direct action to blockade roads, 
occupy spaces and disrupt "business as usual" for the nuclear and war makers of the US. Affinity 
groups have a long and interesting past, owing much to the anarchists and workers of Spain and 
the anarchists and radicals today who use affinity groups, non-hierarchical structures, and 
consensus decision making in direct action and organizing. 

IDSTORY OF AFFINITY GROUPS 
The idea of affinity groups comes out of the anarchist and workers movement that was created in 
the late 19th century and fought fascism in Spain during the Spanish Civil War. The Spanish 
Anarchist movement provides an exhilarating example of a movement, and the actual possibility 
of a society based on decentralized organization, direct democracy and the principles behind 
them. 

Small circles of good friends, called "tertulias" would meet at cafes to discuss ideas and plan 
actions. In 1888, a period of intense class conflict in Europe and of local insurrection and 
struggle in Spain, the Anarchist Organization of the Spanish Region ~!lade this traditional form 
( tertulias) the basis of its organization. 

Decades later, the Iberian Anarchist Federation, which contained 50,000 activists, organized into 
affinity groups and confederated into local, regional, and national councils. Wherever several 
F AI affinity groups existed, they formed a local federation. Local federations were coordinated 
by committees were made up of one mandated delegate from each affinity group. Mandated 
delegates were sent from local federations to regional committees and finally to the Peninsular 
Committee. Affinity groups remained autonomous as they carried out education, organized and 
supported local struggles. The intimacy of the groups made police infiltration difficult. 

The idea of large-scale affinity group based organization was planted in the United States on 
April 30, 1977 when 2,500 people, organized into affinity groups, occupied the Seabrook, New 
Hampshire nuclear power plant. The growing anti-nuclear power and disarmament movements 
adopted this mode, and used it in many successful actions throughout the late 1970s and 1980s. 
Since then, it has been used by the Central America solidarity movement, lesbian/gay liberation 
movement, Earth First and earth liberation movement, and many others. 
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Most recently, affinity groups have been used in the mass actions in Seattle for the WTO and 
Washington DC for the IMF and World Bank, as well as Philadelphia and Los Angles around the 
Republican and Democratic National Conventions. 

WHAT IS A CLUSTER AND A SPOKESCOUNCIL? 
A cluster is a grouping of affinity groups that come together to work on a certain task or part of a 
larger action. Thus, a cluster might be responsible for blockading an area, organizing one day of 
a multi-day action, or putting together and performing a mass street theater performance. 
Clusters could be organized around where affinity groups are from (example: Texas cluster), an 
issue or identity (examples: student cluster or anti-sweatshop cluster), or action interest 
(examples: street theater or [black bloc]). 

A spokescouncil is the larger organizing structure used in the affinity group model to coordinate 
a mass action. Each affinity group (or cluster) empowers a spoke (representative) to go to a 
spokescouncil meeting to decide on important issues for the action. For instance, affinity groups 
need to decide on a legal/jail strategy, possible tactical issues, meeting places, and many other 
logistics. A spokescouncil does not take away an individual affinity group's autonomy within an 
action; affinity groups make there own decisions about what they want to do on the streets. 

HOW TO START AN AFFINITY GROUP 
An affinity group could be a relationship among people that lasts for years among a group of 
friends and activists, or it could be a week long relationship based around a single action. Either 
way, it is important to join an affinity group that is best suited to you and your interests. 

If you are forming an affinity group in your city or town, find friends or fellow activists who 
have similar issue interests, and thus would want to go to similar actions. Also, look for people 
who would be willing to use similar tactics- if you want to do relatively high risk lockdowns, 
someone who does not want to be in that situation may not want to be in the affinity group. That 
person could do media or medic work, but it may not be best if they (!re completely 
uncomfortable around certain tactics of direct action. 

If you are looking to join an affinity group at a mass action, first find out what affinity groups 
open to new members and which ones are closed. For many people, affinity groups are based on 
trusting relationships based around years of friendship and work, thus they might not want 
people they don't know in their affinity group. Once you find which affinity groups are open, 
look for ones that have an issue interest or action tactic that you are drawn to. 

WHAT CAN AN AFFINITY GROUP DO? 
Anything!!! They can be used for mass or smaller scale actions. Affinity groups can be used to 
drop a banner, blockade a road, provide back-up for other affinity groups, do street theater, block 
traffic riding bikes, organize a tree sit, [confront the police, strategic property destruction], 
change the message on a massive billboard, play music in a radical marching band or sing in a 
revolutionary choir, etc. There can even be affinity groups who take on certain tasks in an action. 
For instance, there could be a roving affinity group made up of street medics, or an affinity group 
who brings food and water to people on the streets. 



What makes affinity groups so effective for actions is that they can remain creative and 
independent and plan out their own action without an organization or person dictating to them 
what can and can't be done. Thus, there are an endless amount of possibilities for what affinity 
groups can do. Be creative and remember: direct action gets the goods! 

AFFINITY GROUP ROLES [IN A PROTEST] 
There are many roles that one could possibly fill. These roles include: 

Medical- An affinity group may want to have someone who is a trained street medic who can 
deal with any medical or health issues during the action. 

Legal observer- If there are not already legal observers for an action, it may be important to 
have people not involved in the action taking notes on police conduct and possible violations of 
activists rights. 

Media- If you are doing an action which plans to draw media, a person in the affinity group 
could be empowered to talk to the media and act as a spokesperson. 

Action ElfNibes-watcher- This is someone who would help out with the general wellness of 
the group: water, massages, and encouragement through starting a song or cheer. This is not a 
role is necessary, but may be particularly helpful in day long actions where people might get 
tired or irritable as the day wears on. 

Traffic - If it is a moving affinity group, it may be necessary to have people who are empowered 
to stop cars at intersections and in general watch out for the safety of people on the streets from 
cars and other vehicles. 

Arrest-able members - This depends on what kind of direct action you are doing. Some actions 
may require a certain number of people willing to get arrested, or some parts of an action may 
need a minimum number of arrest-abies. Either way, it is important to know who is doing the 
action and plans on getting arrested. 

Jail Support- Again, this is only if you have an affinity group who has people getting arrested. 
This person has all the arrestees contact information and will go to the jail, tal.k to and work with 
lawyers, keep track of who got arrested etc. 



CONSENSUS PROCESS* 
Excerpted from CT Butler & Amy Rothenstein's "On Conflict and Consensus" 

http://www.ic.org/pnp/ocac/ 

THE ADVANTAGES OF FORMAL CONSENSUS 
When choosing a decision-making method, one needs to ask two questions. Is it a fair process? Does it produce good 
solutions? To judge the process, consider the following: Does the meeting flow smoothly? Is the discussion kept to the 
point? Does it take too long to make each decision? Does the leadership determine the outcome of the discussion? Are 
some people overlooked? To judge the quality of the end result, the decision, consider: Are the people making the 
decision, and all those affected, satisfied with the result? To what degree is the intent of the original proposal 
accomplished? Are the underlying issues addressed? Is there an appropriate use of resources? Would the group make 
the same decision again? 

Conflict- While decision-making is as much about conflict as it is about agreement, Formal Consensus works best in 
an atmosphere in which conflict is encouraged, supported, and resolved cooperatively with respect, nonviolence, and 
creativity. Conflict is desirable. It is not something to be avoided, dismissed, diminished, or denied. 

Majority Rule and Competition - Generally speaking, when a group votes using majority rule or Parliamentary 
Procedure, a competitive dynamic is created within the group because it is being asked to choose between two (or 
more) possibilities. It is just as acceptable to attack and diminish another's point of view as it is to promote and endorse 
your own ideas. Often, voting occurs before one side reveals anything about itself, but spends time solely attacking the 
opponent! In this adversarial environment, one's ideas are owned and often defended in the face of improvements. 

Consensus and Cooperation - Consensus process, on the other hand, creates a cooperative dynamic. Only one 
proposal is considered at a time. Everyone works together to make it the best possible decision for the group. Any 
concerns are raised and resolved, sometimes one by one, until all voices are heard. Since proposals are no longer the 
property of the presenter, a solution can be created more cooperatively. 

Proposals - In the consensus process, only proposals that intend to accomplish the common purpose are considered. 
During discussion of a proposal, everyone works to improve the proposal to make it the best decision for the group. All 
proposals are adopted unless the group decides it is contrary to the best interests of the group. 

Characteristics of Formal Consensus- Any group that wants to adopt Formal Consensus needs to give considerable 
attention to the underlying principles that support consensus and help the process operate smoothly. This is not to say 
each and every one of the principles described herein must be adopted by every group, or that each group cannot add 
its own principles specific to its goals, but rather, each group must be very clear about the foundation of principles or 
common purposes they choose before they attempt the Formal Consensus decision-making process. 

Formal Consensus is the least violent decision-making process - Traditional nonviolence theory holds that the use 
of power to dominate is violent and undesirable. Nonviolence expects people to use their power to persuade without 
deception, coercion, or malice, using truth, creativity, logic, respect, and love. Majority rule voting process and 
Parliamentary Procedme both accept, and even encourage, the use of power to dominate others. The goal is the 
winning of the vote, often regardless of another choice that might be in the best interest of the whole group. The will of 
the majority supersedes the concerns and desires of the minority. This is inherently violent. Consensus strives to take 
into account everyone's concerns and resolve them before any decision is made. Most importantly, this process 
encourages an environment in which everyone is respected and all contributions are valued. 

Formal Consensus is the most democratic decision-making process - Groups which desire to involve as many 
people as possible need to use an inclusive process. To attract and involve large numbers, it is important that the 
process encourages participation, allows equal access to power, develops cooperation, promotes empowerment, and 
creates a sense of individual responsibility for the group's actions. All ofthese are cornerstones of Formal Consensus. 
The goal of consensus is not the selection of several options, but the development of one decision that is the best for 
the whole group. It is synthesis and evolution, not competition and attrition. 

Formal Consensus is based on the principles of the group - Although every individual must consent to a decision 
before it is adopted, if there are anv objections. it is not the choice ofthe individual alone to determine if an objection 
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prevents the proposal from being adopted. Every objection or concern must first be presented before the group and 
either resolved or validated. A valid objection is one in keeping with all previous decisions of the group and based 
upon the commonly held principles or foundation adopted by the group. The objection must not only address the 
concerns of the individual, but it must also be in the best interest of the group as a whole. If the objection is not based 
upon the foundation, or is in contradiction with a prior decision, it is not valid for the group. 

Formal Consensus works better when more people participate - Consensus is more than the swn total of ideas of 
the individuals in the group. During discussion, ideas build one upon the next, generating new ideilS, until the best 
decision emerges. This dynamic is called the creative interplay of ideas. Creativity plays a major part as everyone 
strives to discover what is best for the group. The more people involved in this cooperative process, the more ideas and 
possibilities are generated. Consensus works best with everyone participating. (This assumes, of course, that everyone 
in the group is trained in Formal Consensus and is actively using it.) 

Formal Consensus is not inherently time-consuming- Decisions are not an end in themselves. Decision-making is a 
process that starts with an idea and ends with the actual implementation of the decision. While it may be true in an 
autocratic process that decisions can be made quickly, the actual implementation will take time. When one person or a 
small group of people makes a decision for a larger group, the decision not only has to be communicated to the others, 
but it also has to be acceptable to them or its implementation will need to be forced upon them. This will certainly take 
time, perhaps a considerable amount of time. On the other hand, if everyone participates in the decision-making, the 
decision does not need to be communicated and its implementation does not need to be forced upon the participants. 
The decision may take longer to make, but once it is made, implementation can happen in a timely manner. The 
amount of time a decision takes to make from start to finish is not a factor of the process used; rather, it is a factor of 
the complexity of the proposal itself. 

Formal Consensus cannot be secretly disrupted - This may not be an issue for some groups, but many people know 
that the state actively surveilles, infiltrates, and disrupts nonviolent domestic political and religious groups. To 
counteract anti-democratic tactics by the state, a group would need to develop and encourage a decision-making 
process that could not be covertly controlled or manipulated. Formal Consensus, if practiced as described in this book, 
is just such a process. Since the asswnption is one of cooperation and good will, it is always appropriate to ask for an 
explanation of how and why someone's actions are in the best interest of the group. Disruptive behavior must not be 
tolerated. While it is true this process cannot prevent openly disruptive behavior, the point is to prevent covert 
disruption, hidden agenda, and malicious manipulation of the process. 

ON DECISION-MAKING 
Decisions are adopted when all participants consent to the result of discussion about the original proposal. People who 
do not agree with a proposal are responsible for expressing their concerns. No decision is adopted until there is 
resolution of every concern. When concerns remain after discussion, individuals. can agree to disagree by 
acknowledging that they have unresolved concerns, but consent to the proposal anyway and allow it to be adopted. 
Therefore, reaching consensus does not assume that everyone must be in complete agreement, a highly unlikely 
situation in a group of intelligent, creative individuals. 

FOUNDATION UPON WHICH CONSENSUS IS BUlL T 
For consensus to work well, the process must be conducted in an environment that promotes trust, respect, and skill 
sharing. The following are principles which, when valued and respected, encourage and build consensus. 

Trust- Foremost is the need for trust. Without some amount of trust, there will be no cooperation or nonviolent 
resolution to conflict. For trust to flourish, it is desirable for individuals to be willing to examine their attitudes and be 
open to new ideas. Acknowledgement and appreciation of personal and cultural differences promote trust. Neither 
approval nor friendship are necessary for a good working relationship. 

Respect- It is everyone's responsibility to show respect to one another. People feel respected when everyone listens, 
when they are not interrupted, when their ideas are taken seriously. Respect for emotional as well as logical concerns 
promotes the kind of environment necessary for developing consensus. It is important to distinguish between an action 
that causes a problem and the person who did the action, between the deed and the doer. We must criticize the act, not 
the person. Even if you think the person is the problem, responding that way never resolves anything. 
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Unity of Purpose- Unity of purpose is a basic understanding about the goals and purpose of the group. Of course, 
there will be varying opinions on the best way to accomplish these goals. However, there must be a unifying base, a 
common starting point, which is recognized and accepted by all. 

Nonviolence - Nonviolent decision makers use their power to achieve goals while respecting differences and 
cooperating with others. In this environment, it is considered violent to use power to dominate or control the group 
process. It is understood that the power of revealing your truth is the maximum force allowed to persuade others to 
your point of view. 

Self-Empowerment- It is easy for people to unquestioningly rely on authorities and experts to do their thinking and 
decision-making for them. If members of a group delegate their authority, intentionally or not, they fail to accept 
responsibility for the group's decisions. Consensus promotes and depends upon self-empowerment. Anyone can 
express concerns. Everyone seeks creative solutions and is responsible for every decision. 

Cooperation- Unfortunately, Western society is saturated in competition. When winning arguments becomes more 
important than achieving the group's goals, cooperation is difficult, if not impossible. Adversarial attitudes toward 
proposals or people focus attention on weakness rather than strength. An attitude of helpfulness and support builds 
cooperation. Cooperati.on is a shared responsibility in fmding solutions to all concerns. Ideas offered in the spirit of 
cooperation help resolve conflict. The best decisions arise through an open and creative interplay of ideas. 

Conflict Resolution - The free flow of ideas, even among friends, inevitably leads to conflict. In this context, conflict 
is simply the expression of disagreement. Disagreement itself is neither good nor bad. Diverse viewpoints bring into 
focus and explore the strengths and weaknesses of attitudes, assumptions, and plans. Without conflict, one is less likely 
to think about and evaluate one's views and prejudices. There is no right decision, only the best one for the whole 
group. The task is to work together to discover which choice is most acceptable to all members. 

Commitment to the Group - In joining a group, one accepts a personal responsibility to behave with respect, good 
will, and honesty. Each one is expected to recognize that tlte group's needs have a certain priority over the desires of 
the individual. Many people participate in group work in a very egocentric way. It is important to accept tlte shared 
responsibility for helping to find solutions to other's concerns. 

Active Participation- We all have an inalienable right to express our own best thoughts. We decide for ourselves 
what is right and wrong. Since consensus is a process of synthesis, not competition, all sincere comments are important 
and valuable. If ideas are put forth as the speaker's property and individuals are strongly attached to their opinions, 
consensus will be extremely difficult. Stubbornness, close-mindedness, and possessiveness lead to defensive and 
argumentative behavior that disrupts the process. For active participation to occur, it is necessary to promote trust by 
creating an atmosphere in which every contribution is considered valuable. With encouragement, each person can 
develop knowledge and experience, a sense of responsibility and competency, and the ability to participate. 

Equal Access to Power- Because of personal differences (experience, assertiveness, social conditioning, access to 
information, etc.) and political disparities, some people inevitably have more effective power than others. To balance 
this inequity, everyone needs to consciously attempt to creatively share power, skills, and infonnation. Avoid 
hierarchical structures that allow some individuals to assume undemocratic power over others. Egalitarian and 
accountable structures promote universal access to power. 

THE STRUCTURE OF FORMAL CONSENSUS 
Formal Consensus is presented in levels or cycles. In the first level , the idea is to allow everyone to express their 
perspective, including concerns, but group time is not spent on resolving problems. in the second level the group 
focuses its attention on identifying concerns, still not resolving them. This requires discipline. Reactive comments, 
even funny ones, and resolutions, even good ones, can suppress the creative ideas of others. Not until the third level 
does the structure allow for exploring resolutions. 

Each level has a different scope and focus. At the first level, the scope is broad, allowing the discussion to consider the 
philosophical and political implications as well as the general merits and drawbacks and other relevant infonnation. 
The only focus is on the proposal as a whole. Some decisions can be reached after discussion at the fu·st level. At the 
second level , the scope of the discussion is limited to the concerns. They are identified and publicly listed, which 
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enables everyone to get an overall 
picture of the concerns. The focus of 
attention is on identifying the body of 
concerns and grouping similar ones. At 
the third level, the scope is very 
narrow. The focus of discussion is 
limited to a single unresolved concern 
until it is resolved. 

ON DEGREES OF CONFLICT 
The individual is responsible for 
expressing concerns; the group is 
responsible for resolving them. The 
group decides whether a concern is 
legitimate; the individual decides 
whether to block or stand aside. The 
following is a description of different 
types of concerns and how they affect 
individuals and the group. 

Concerns that can be addressed and 
resolved by making small changes in 
the proposal can be called minor 
concerns. The person supports the 
proposal, but has an idea for 
improvement. When a person disagrees 
with the proposal in part, but consents 
to the overall idea, the person has a 
reservation. The person is not 
completely satisfied with the proposal 
but is generally supportive. · This kind 
of concern can usually be resolved 

-i-

The Formal Consensus Process 

Introductions 
~ clarify process 
~ present proposal or issue 
~ questions to clarify presentation 

Levell ) 
Broad open discussion 
~ group discussion 
> call for consensus 

Level 2 
IdentifY concerns 
~ list any concerns 
~group the related concerns) 

Resolve concerns 

CONSENSUS 
Level3 ;/; 

~ resolve grouped concerns 
> call for consensus 

. 'i Alternative closing options: 
~ restate remaining concerns ~ send to committee 
~ questions to clarifY concerns ~ stand aside 
~ discussion limited to resolving ~ declare block 

one concern at a time 
> call for consensus 

through discussion. Sometimes, iJ is enough for the person to express the concern and feel that it was heard, without 
any actual resolution. 

When a person does not agree with the proposal, the group allows that person to try and persuade it to see the wisdom 
of the disagreement. If the group is not persuaded or the disagreement cannot be resolved, the person might choose to 
stand aside and allow the group to go forward. The person and the group are agreeing to disagree, regarding each point 
of view with mutual respect. Occasionally, it is a concern that has no resolution; the person does not feel the need to 
block the decision, but wants to express the concern and lack of support for the proposal. A blocking concern must be . 
based on a generally recognized principle, not personal preference, or it must be essential to the entire group's well
being. Before a concern is considered to be blocking, the group must have already accepted the validity of the concern 
and a reasonable attempt must have been made to resolve it. ·rf!egitimate concerns remain unresolved and the person 
has not agreed to stand aside, consensus is blocked. 
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PROCESS 
GUIDELINES 

One major contribution of the feminist movement to 
current social change movements is the awareness that 
effective group process and meaningful personal interac
tion are crucial factors in developing a successful move
ment. This tenet of feminist philosophy has merged with 
the principles of a variety of nonviolent movements, 
such as the Quakers, to reinforce a basic premise: non
violence begins at home- in the ways we treat each 
other . . 

Such an awareness stresses that relationships within 
the group cannot be separated from the accomplishment 
9f political goals. Effective group process, in fact, means· 
valuing cooperation over competition, recognizing the. 
contributions of each individual, and decentralizing 
power through a non-hierarchical organizational struc-

·ture. · 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

PROCESS SUGGESTIONS 

Use go-rounds: Equalize speaking time by going 
around the circle and allowing each person to speak 
for a specified time. 
Share skills and rotate responsibilities: Keep work 
groups open so that new members can have access to 
all information and acquire experi,ence. 
Value feelings: Include time in meetings for express-. 
ing emotions and for personal interactions. 
Work together cooperatively: Bear in mind that the 
goal is to further the work of the group - not better
ing any given individual's position. 
Meet separately: Allow time for women to meet with 
women and men to meet with men in order to 
facilitate self-awareness and strengthen each per
son's participation. This applies to other groups as 
well, such as blacks and whites, etc. 

6. Meet in small groups: Allow time for meeting in 
small groups so that individuals who feel uncomfor-

~ table speaking in large groups can speak more freely. 
Small ·groups will give each person more speaking 
time as well. This format is also useful for discussing 
conflicts and sensitive issues. 

CONSENSUS 
BY JOHN LA VINE 

Consensus is a process in which no decision is 
finalized until everyone in thl:! group feels comfortable 
with the decision and is able to implement it without 
resentment. Ideally, consensus synthesizes the ideas of 
every member of the group into one decision. 

The skill of corning to genuine consensus decisions is 
a real and hard one. It involves a willingness to change 
and an openness to new ideas. People must be commit
ted not only to expressing their own feelings, but also to 
helping others with opposite views to express those as 
well. Because the ideal of consensus is to reach a decision 
that is not only acceptable to everyone, but is best for 
everyone, there must be a "bottom line" of shared beliefs 
about what is best for all concerned. These are the prin
ciples of unity. These basic agreements will undoubtedly 
not encompass all the beliefs of each individual in the 
group, but rather, will help define the working relation
ship of the merr.bers. This may vary from the specific 
goals of a coalition formed around a single action, to an 
in-depth, ongoing process of self-definition in a small 
collectiv£:. Whatever their scope, without these basic 
agreements, and a willingness to work within them, con
sensus will neve: succeed. 

HOW IT WORKS 

An issue is raised in a group. This may be in the form 
of a concrete proposal for the group to act upon, but more 
often it will be as a general discussion. Often, a go-round 
is useci for everyone to express their point of view, and 
these ideas are then synthesized into a prop~l. When 
the proposal has been formalized, there is further discus
sion and debate. There may-be questions concerning the 
specifics uf the proposal that need to be_ clarified. There 
will most likely be modifications, in the form of additions 
or friendly amendments. These must be acceptable to 
the originator of the proposals to be considered as such, 
or they may be offered as a counter proposal. This pro
cess is repeated until a general agreement emerges. At 
any point during this discussion, process suggestions 
may be offered on how to proceed. This is often signalled • 
by raising both hands, and takes precedence over other 
speakers. Process suggestions are strictly that, however, 
and should not be used to express opinions on the issue. 
Dividing the proposal into several parts for discussion, 
breaking into smaller groups to allow fuller debate, form
ing a committee to rework the proposal, or pointing out 
a mistake in procedure are -.11 examples of process sug
gestions that can be helpful in overcoming difficulties . 
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When a proposal seems finalized, the facilitator tests 
for consensus . This is done first by asking_ for reserv~
tions. Even though a proposal may be acceptable to 
someone who is not in total agreement with it, it is impor
tant nonetheless for these reservations and concerns to 
be voiced . Group members who are a clear minority may 
often be willing to abandon a position- st~nd ~side

when they see that there is no chance to persuade the rest 
of the group. This flexibility allows a group to move for
ward, but it ·is not true consensus; it is often referred to as 
'1uke-warrn" consensus. Such a process can in the long 
run become very debilitating. Some people do not even 
consider lukewarm consensus to be a valid consensus. 
For consensus to function in a constructive way, a group 
should always encourage and respect minority points of 
view, and should strive to incorporate all of them. Every 
proposal has its weak points; looking carefully at 
people's reactions and disagreemt!nts provides an oppor
tunity for improvement. Such a process leads to a truer 
feeling of shared direction. This is especially true for 
blocking coruen.sus, which is too often seen as an ex
treme and disruptive tactic. It is important to -emphasize 
that a block must be used cautiowly and in a prindpled 
way, reflecting deeply felt convictions about the issue in 
question. However, it is equally important to emphasize 

ROLES 

Facilitator-Helps move the meeting alan~. 
Takes suggestions for the agenda and ar
ranges them in order of priority. Makes sun~ 
all necessary roles are filled . Calls on people to 
speak in turn . Helps insure that everyone has 
a chance to speak, and that no one dominates 
the discussion. Helps group resolve conflict 
and make decisions by summarizing, 
repeating, or re-phrasing proposals as 
necessary. Should remain neutral on topics 
being discussed; when an issue arises about 
which the facilitator feels strongly, someor.e 
else should take over. 

Timekeeper-Warns the group near the end of 
the time period allotted for an agenda item. 

Notet~ker-Records minutes, especially all pro
posals and amendments the group makes. 
Decisions and who is to implement them 
should be noted as precisely as possible. 

Process watcher-Pays attention to group pro
cess, especially unexpressed feelings and ten
sions; reminds the group to relax and take 
breaks as needed. This role is especially im
portant in large meetings. 

that if one does feel that s trongly, it is vital for the good of 
the individual and the group as a whole to block consen
sus without feeling guilty, and for the group to respo1 

to this without resentment or anger. \ 
If no one blocks a proposal, and if it has been full y 

discussed, the group can consense to it by using a show 
of hands, smiles, cheers or 'Y-{hatever. This should be 
followed by deciding what needs to be done to carry ciut 
the proposal, and who is going to do it. 

Decision-making in large groups can be handled by 
having spokes (representatives from each affinity or 
working group) meet in a fishbowl format. In that situa
tion, all spokes meet in the center of the room, with other 
members of their groups sitting behind them and making 
comments to their spokes as needed. Another method 
for large groups is to hold a meeting of empowered 
spokes, consisting completely of individuals who have 
been given the power to speak for and make decisions for 
their respective groups. 

Since many decisions can be reversed quite easily, 
and because feelings and ideas and circumstances can 
change, there should be an understanding that everyone 
in the group or every group represented will be open to 
new ideas and be willing to experiment further. This 
leads to the idea of two-w~y consensus: as soon as there 
is disagreement about a decision, there is, by definition, 
no longer consensus, and until a new consensus is 
reached, the original decision and its implementati~ 
does not stand. In status-quo consensus, on the ot~ · 
hand, once a decision is made, in order to change th e. 
decision everyone must agree to change, and until ther, 
is a new agreement the original decision stands and is 
implemented . In one sense, two-way consensus is a truer 
form of consensus, based on a dialectical philosophy 
which incorporates analysis and change. In another 
sense, it is an invitation to chaos. Which form one uses 
can depend a lot on the size of the group and its basis of 
unity. An affinity group or a small wqrk collective often 
may find two-way consensus the only way to go; a large 
organization or coalition may decide that status-quo con
sensus is necessary to provide continuity and allow the 
group to move forward . 



DIRECT ACTION DISCERNMENT SHEET 

"If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who profess to favor
freedom and yet deprecate agitation are people who want crops without 
plowing up the ground They want rain without thunder and lightning .... 
Power concedes nothing without a demand It never did and never will. " 

--Frederick Douglass, Abolitionist 

Before "crossing the line" into Civil Disobedience, ask yourself: 

:--- Do I understand the larger strategy of which this particular action is just one part? 

- Have I done my homework on the issue? Do I know enough about it to do at least a 
brief radio interview? 

- In joining this affinity group and in doing this action, do I understand my own 
motivation? 

-Can I abide by the Nonviolence Pledge without significant mental reservation? Will I be 
taking part in this action in the spirit ofNonviolence? How well do I understand 
Nonviolence? Do I see Nonviolence as a tactic ... or as a value system and way oflife? 

- Do I trust the other members of my affinity group, especially those I may be going to 
trial with? Do I feel this affinity group will provide the support I'll need? 

- Am I prepared to have news of my arrest appear in my hometown newspaper? 

- Am I aware of the possible legal consequences? Am I prepared to endure the worse 
case scenario even if it might involve going to trial and prison? 

- How will my possible arrest, trial and imprisonment affect my family or others close to 
me? How will it affect my schooling/job/career? 

- Do I have any fears about any of the foregoing? Have I discussed them with others in 
my affinity group? 

- Do I see value in "prison witness"? 

Note: A good preparation for doing an action is to write out a statement explaining why 
you feel so strongly about this issue that you are willing to break the law and risk 
imprisonment. You can use such a statement as the basis of an op-ed in your local paper 
and as the basis of the remarks you'll make in court. [GWdiscernment/June2001/syr] 



PREPARING FOR ARREST 
by Laura Booth 

These pointers are adapted from Out & Outraged C.D. Handbook for the Oct. 1987 National 
March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights. 

Prior to the day of the action: 

1. Roleplay the Action Scenario with your affinity group and others. Focus on the events which 
are confusing or seem risky. 
2. Be sure to discuss with your affinity group members different phases of the 
arrest/booking/arraignment/and jail proceedings. It is best to discuss these issues in depth with 
your affinity group prior to the action itself It will be much easier to make last minute decisions 
during the actual process if each person has a clear sense of the decisions and intentions of all AG 
members concerning these issues. 
3. Plan for more time away from your normal routine than you expect to need, and if at all 
possible arrange for your responsibilities to be covered at home, work, etc. 
4. Give your support people such things as I.D., phone numbers, special medical needs, 
emergency contacts, etc. Make sure you have their phone numbers to call when you need to 
reach them, either during or after the action. 

On the day of the action: 

5. Wear sensible clothing suitable for being dragged; for hot, cold, or wet weather; and for 
sleeping in. Wear layers for changing weather. Wear sturdy shoes (not sandals). 
6. Take along some food, such as pre-made sandwiches, dried fruit, carrots, etc., in a bag you 
don't mind parting with. Bring water or juice to drink. 
7. Carry with you the names and phone numbers of your support people. You can write one or 
two key phone numbers on your arm. Bring a pen and pad for taking notes. 
8. To expedite your release, carry photo I.D. 
9. Don't carry alcohol, non-medical drugs, or anything the police might construe as a weapon 
(pocket knife, sticks, etc.). 
10. Don't carry anything you are unwilling to part with. Once you are released you should be 
able to retrieve any items taken from you -- but don't count on it. Leave all jewelry and excess 
money at home. 
11 . A small paperback or other reading material may come in handy. 

[GWpreparingforarrest/jnn'02] 



DIRECT ACTION SUPPORT FORM 
Fill this form out before risking arrest and review it with your support person and buddy. Give 
it to your support person before risking arrest. 

your name age 

mailing address 

home phone work phone 

e-mail 

contact person back home phone #s 

on site support person (not risking arrest) 

your buddy (risking arrest) 

any medical & medication matters your support person & buddy should know about: 

any phone calls [to family, employer, etc.] your support person needs to make if police 
detain you longer than expected: 
PHONE # NAME ROLE 
a) ( ) 

b)( ) 

c) ( ) 

other info your support person & buddy needs to know: 

circle or fill in items you'll be giving to your support person: keys wallet 
$ other -------------------

[[GW AG support form /July 2000/syr]] 



Date ARREST SUPPORT FORM please print -----

NAME 
Email address 
Phone #s 
Snail mailing address 

IS THIS YO R FIR T A TIVJST ARRE T? Yes No 
HAVE YO EVER PENT AT LEAST 0 E IGHT fN JAIL? Yes o 

SUPPORT PERSON 
Contact info 

ANYONE WHO NEED TO BE CONTACTED IF YOU'RE HELD OVERNITE or longer 
[mate. other relauve. emplo er. etc ) 

RELEVANT HEALTH OR MEDICATION I UE ? 
Details: 

IF DET AfNED, DO YO WANT TO BE BAILED OUT? 
If so, who ha your bail$$$? 

YOUR LOCAL MEDIA ONTACTS: 

Phone # 

No 

Yes 
Phone #s 

Name/affi liation Phone #s 

Name/affi liation Phone #s 

ANYTHfNG EL WE HOULD KNOW? 

Yes 

0 

fN ONE OR TWOS NTENCES: WHY ARE YOU RISKfNG ARREST TODAY? 
[for use in press releases, etc.] 
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BENNlNG DR. MAIN ENTRANCE (As of fall 2001 the base is no longer 
"open." There is now a 1000-foot long eight-foot high barbed wire fence 
across the entrance. Entry is with military ID only.) Not drawn to scale • 
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Nov. '95 Benning main entrance: re-enacting the 1989 murder of six Jesuits and two 
women in El Salvador by SOA grads. The "SOA 13" all got between two and six 
months in prison. [SOA W photo from cover of first edition of Jack 
Nelson-Pallmeyer's School of Assassins (Orbis, '97)] 

FT. BENNING SITES, SCENARIOS & CONSEQUENCES 
* some or all participants arrested 
** some or all participants imprisoned 

A) BENNING MAIN ENTRANCE (see diagram) 
On Benning Dr. , Columbus, GA. Now fenced and guarded. Within walking distance 

ofRoy's office, restaurants, & motels. Supporters can stand on Colombus side of the 
white line without risking arrest. Good site for legal vigiling (use Columbus city permit in 
this binder). 

~early 90's: Roy's (and a few others') 35-day water-only fast 
~Nov. 17, '90: after march from Colombus, seven crossed line with huge puppet 

representing slain Jesuits and planted a rose bush. Never prosecuted* 
~annual November vigils and funeral processions with, cumulatively, 

thousands arrested and dozens imprisoned-- for misdemeanors** 
~Nov. '95: re-enactment of Jesuit massacre-- a misdemeanor** 
~ Nov. '96 and Nov. '00: cemetary-like planting of crosses** 

-over 



~Sept. '97: editing ofBenning welcome sign ("SOA=torture") with five 
felony arrests** and simultaneous bannering between the two pine trees 
behind the entrance sign in the median (using ladder and deer platforms)* 
~throughout '99: Charlie Liteky's daily (legal) vigils 
~Jan . '01: Becky Johnson's legal31-day Vigil and juice-only Fast 
~Jan. 17, '01: four arrested for lockdown & three for carrying baby's coffin* 
~Apr. 12- June 3, '01: JeffMoebus' 52-day legal Vigil and juice-only Fast 
~May 23, '01: spray-paint erasure ofwhite line separating base & Columbus* 
~ July 18, '0 1: eleven members of SOA W /Witness for Peace delegation returning 

from Colombia issued ban and bars for trespass 
~Nov. 18, '01: thousands added white crosses, banners, uniforms, etc. to fence . 

70 went under or around fence;** 14 held overnite in county jail. 
July 2002 trial : 14 get 90 days; 15 get six months; one acquitted; seven get 

probation. On day of sentencing Becky Johnson locks herself to gate.* 
~Aug. 11, '02: three returning from Colombia delegation climb over locked gate 

with banner quoting human rights worker there tortured by SOA grad.* 

B) SOAIWIDSC MAIN BUILDING 
Most prominent building on base, about two or three miles in from main "gate." 

Public bus and private vehicles must go through checkpoint near entrance; security 
closely monitors vehicles and buildings. WHISC provides building tours. 

grounds: ~March 10, 2000: coffin burial and cross planting in lawn* 
~ May 23, 2001: man & woman caught praying* 

entrance: potential site for die-ins, blockades, petition deliveries, etc. 
~Nov. 16, '94: chaining of SOA doors** 
~Apr. 28, '00: re-enactment ofBishop Gerardi's killing** 
~ May 24, '00: Oberlin College affinity group "New Name, Same 

Shame" action -- all received five-year ban and bar letters only* 
~ May 23, '0 1 : posting of oversized "ban & bar" letter on door* 

inside:~ Nov. 16, '90: Roy and Pat & Charlie Liteky threw blood on portraits 
in Hall of Fame** 

C) OTHER BENNING LOCATIONS 
The PX and, on Sundays, the Catholic and the Protestant churches could be leafleted. 

In Nov. '01 actions occurred near other entrances to base. 
~Aug. '83 : Roy's boombox broadcasting ofRomero's last homily in tree 

outside of Salvadoran barracks-- a felony** 
~Nov. '94: leafleting of cafeteria-- a misdemeanor** 
~Nov. 14, '01: Josh Raisler Cohn "hung" himself from a bridge on base.* 
~Nov. 29, '01: Josh and Liz "Sprout" Guy unfurled huge banner from water 

tower.* Josh served six months; first-timer Sprout not prosecuted. 

[ GW sites&scenarios/Oct02] 



SOA WATCH ANNUAL CYCLE 

As part of strategizing your action, consider how its timing fits into the SOA Watch annual 
cycle. An action in October or early November, for example, may impinge on the annual SOA W 
November vigil action. 

FEBRUARY 
-- strategy weekend in DC 

SEPTEMBER to EARLY NOVEMBER 
-- local nonviolence trainings in preparation for the November vigil action 

NOVEMBER 16 (weekend of/or just after) 
-- Benning Vigil Action 

- Friday: caucuses & orientation 
- Saturday: speakers & live music all day 
- Sunday a.m.: nonviolence pledge ... presente dirge ... solemn 

procession ... crossing the line .. . affinity group actions .. . arrests 
Sunday p.m: awaiting release of arrestees ... media work 

SPRING 
DC Mobilization 
lobbying in DC ... and at home (throughout the year) 
court witness stemming from November vigil action arrests: 

pre-trial media work (by defendants/ SOAW) ... prep workshops for defendants & 
supporters ... trial(s) .. . sentencing .... Gandhian Wave actions by supporters just after 
sentencing ... post-trial media work ... some incarcerations 

FALL/WINTER 
-- pre-prison media work & presentations 
-- more incarcerations (usually for up to six months) from last November's actions 

[GW annual cycle/nov2002] 



DEVELOPING YOUR GANDHIAN WAVE SCENARIO 
Goal: to expose and help close the School of the Americas!WHISC 

Develop your action scenario within an affinity group setting. It's best done ajt&r your 
group has: a) agreed on its decision-making process, b) gotten some understanding of 
SOA Watch strategy, c) begun Nonviolence training, and d) studied the SOA Watch 
Nonviolence Pledge. 

1. CHOOSING & SHAPING 
a) choose action date & travel time frame 
b) discuss degree of importance of: media attention, trial, and prison witness 
c) study the sites and scenarios sheet. Brainstorm scenarios (no need to be bound 

by previous actions). In your brainstorm include details-- e.g. using vivid, 
photogenic symbols like signs, masks, shrouds, crosses, coffins, banners, 
big photos, puppets, army fatigues, cardboard guns, and other faith & 
death symbols and costumes. 

d) seek a scenario tailored to your group and one that projects a clear powerful 
Image. 

2. FILL IN THE ROLES 
~ explore each affinity group member's risk level: 

a. arrest/non-arrest/still discerning 
b. misdemeanor/felony 

~ support roles: 
support person for each one risking arrest 
logistics (transport, lodging)/equipment (vehicles, cell phones) 
home area/on site media person 
photographer/videographer 
first aid & paralegal 
(eventually) prison support for each captive. 

~ roles for those willing to risk arrest : 
buddy up until released from custody 
quick decision-making facilitator 
cell phoner (contacting media & support from on base) 
driver (may be less exposed to arrest if just dropping off at SOA HQ) 
other (scouts, lookouts, decoys, climbers, ladder holders, "soldiers," 

"campesinos," "Uncle Sam," "capitalist," "IMF," "FTAA" ... ) 
each arrestee might prepare a statement to give captors and media; it can 

later be adapted for court and for op-eds, etc .. 

--over 



3. REHEARSE 
a) "walk through" the scenario-- simulate location; check out logistics, 

timing, props & costumes, etc. 
b) with each participant in her designated role, roleplay the action including 

encounters with media, bystanders, police, etc. 
c) address potential snarls: terrible weather, police who refuse to arrest, etc. 
d) take action photos to use for publicity 
e) before leaving for Benning, finalize pre-press release. 

Commemorative dates 
Often our civil disobedience actions commemorate assassinations and massacres linked to 
or perpetrated by SOA grads. Here is a sampling of such dates: 
~Mar. 24, 1980 Assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero (El Salvador) 
~Apr. 26, 1998 Assassination ofBishop Juan Gerardi (Guatemala) 
~July 18, 1992 Massacre of nine university students & a professor (Peru) 
~Nov. 16, 1989 Assassination of six Jesuits, their housekeeper and her daughter 

~ Dec. 2, 1980 
~Dec. 10, 1981 
~ Dec. 22, 1997 

(El Salvador) 
Massacre of four U.S. church women (El Salvador) 
Massacre of900 men, women & children (El Mozote, El Salvador) 
Massacre of 45 men, women & children (Acteal, Chiapas, 
Mexico) 

Transparency and discretion 
"Experiments with Truth" is the subtitle of Gandhi ' s Autobiography. For Gandhi 
Nonviolence is intimately entwined with Truth. In everyday life that translates into 
honesty, openness and accountability in all our interactions. In an activist context this is 
sometimes called transparency. 

Within Nonviolence there isn' t room for lying or other forms of deceit-- even if 
they seem to yield tactical gain. Gandhi taught that means and ends are interchangeable: 
bad means can' t yield good ends. This is at the heart of the Nonviolent critique of 
violence. 

Even so, when we do civil disobedience our scenario may rely on the element of 
surprise. If it does, we must be discrete and not tip our hand. In Columbus, GA, a 
military town, it make sense, then, to be circumspect in public about who we are and 
about why we've come to town. 

For example, it would be smart to avoid talking about our plans or our politics in 
Denny's or in our motel lobby. Otherwise the military police may be ready and waiting for 
us when we enter Benning. 

In civil disobedience, as in life, discretion and transparency complement each 
other. 

[GWdeveloping scenario/Oct02] 
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METHODS OF NONVIOLENT PROTEST AND PERSUASION 
by GENE SHARP 

Gene Sharp compiled the following list of nonviolent tactics. For a discussion of each with 
historical examples, see chapters 3-9 of vol. 2 of his monumental Politics of Nonviolent Action, 
Boston, 1973. Given the rich development of nonviolent tactics since 1973, this list would be 
rather longer if it were compiled today. Nonetheless, the list-- and those chapters -- can help 
you strategize your local campaign. Use them to enrich your civil disobedience scenario 
brainstorm.. *= SOA Watch has used in one form or another 

Formal statements · 
1. Public speeches* 
2. Letters of opposition or support* 
3. Declarations by organizations 

and institutions* 
4. Signed public statements* 
5. Declarations of indictment or 

and intention 
6. Group or mass petitions* 

Communications with a wider 
audience 

7. Slogans, caricatures and 
symbols* 

8. Banners, posters and displayed 
communications* 

9. Leaflets, pamphlets and books* 
1 0. Newspapers and journals* 
11 . Records, radio and television* 
12. Skywriting and earthwriting* 

Group representations 
13. Deputations* 
14. Mock awards 
15 . Group lobbying* 
16. Picketing 
17. Mock elections 

Symbolic public acts 
18. Displays of flags and syiribo11c 

colors* 
19. Wearing of symbols* 
20. Prayer and ·worship* 

21, Delivering symbolic objects* 
22. Protest disrobings 
23. Destruction of own property 
24. Symbolic lights 
25. Displays of portraits* 
26. Paint as protest* 
27. New signs and names* 
28 . Symbolic sounds* 
29. Symbolic reclamations 
3 0. Rude gestures 

Pressures on individuals 
31 . "Haunting" officials 
32. Taunting officials 
33. Fraternization* 
34. Vigils* 

Drama and music · 
35 . Humorous skits and pranks* 
36. Plays and music* 
37. Singing* 

Processions 
3 8. Marches* 
39. Parades* 
40. Religious processions* 
41. Pilgrimages* 

A2. Motorcades 

Honoring the dead 
43 . Political mourning* 
44. Mock funerals* 

· 45 . Demonstrative funerals 
46. Homage at burial places 

--over 



Public assemblies 
47. Assemblies ofprotest or support* 
48. Protest meetings* 
49. Camouflaged meetings of protest 
50. Teach-ins* 

Withdrawal and renunciation 
51. Walk-outs 
52. Silence* 
53. Renouncing honors 
54. Turning one's back 

Ostracism of persons 
55. Social boycott 
56. Selective social boycott 
57. Lysistratic nonaction 
58. Excommunication 
59. Interdict 

Noncooperation with social events, 
customs and institutions 
60. Suspension of social and sports 

activities 
61. Boycott of social affairs 
62. Student strike 
63 . Social disobedience 
64. Withdrawal from social 

institutions 

Withdrawal from the social system 
65. Stay-at-home 
66. Total personal noncooperation 
67. "Flight" ofworkers 
68. Sanctuary 
69. Collective disappearance 
70. Protest emigration (hijrat) 

Action by consumers 
71 . Consumers' boycott 
72. Nonconsumption of boycotted 

goods 
73. Policy of austerity 
74. Rent withholding 
7 5. Refusal to rent 
76. National consumers' boycott 

77. International consumers' boycott 

Action by workers and producers 
78. Workmen's [sic] boycott 
79. Producers' boycott 

Action by middlemen (sic] 
80. Suppliers' and handlers' boycott 

Action by owners and management 
81. Traders' boycott 
82. Refusal to let or sell property 
83. Lockout 
84. Refusal of industrial assistance 
85. Merchants' "general strike" 

Action by holders of financial resources 
86. Withdrawal of bank deposits 
87. Refusal to pay fees, dues, etc. 
88. Refusal to pay debts or interest 
89. Severance of funds and credit 
90. Revenue refusal 
91. Refusal of a government's money 

Action by governments 
92. Domestic embargo 
93. Blacklisting of traders 
94. International sellers' embargo 
95. International buyers' embargo 
96. International trade-embargo 

[Various types of strikes 
97.- 119.] 
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Methods of Political oncooperation 

Rejection of authority 
120. Withholding of allegiance 
121. Refusal of public support 
122. Speeches & literature 

advocating resistance* 

Citizen's noncooperation with 
government 

123 . Boycott of legislative bodies 
124. Boycott of elections 
125. Boycott of government positions 

& employment 
126. Boycott of government agencies 

& departments-
127. Withdrawal from government 

educational institutions 
128. Boycott of government-supported 

organizations 
129. Refusing assistance to enforcement 

agents* 
130. Removal of own signs and place

marks 
131. Refusal to accept appointed 

officials 
132. Refusal to dissolve existing 

institutions 

Citizens' alternatives to obedience 
133. Reluctant and slow compliance 
134. Nonobedience in absence of 

direct supervision 
13 5. Popular non obedience 
13 6. Disguised disobedience 
13 7. Refusal of an assembly to disperse* 
138. Sitdown* 
139. Noncooperation with conscription 

& deportation 
140. Hiding, escape and false identities 
141. Civil disobedience of"illegitimate" 

laws* 

Action by government personnel 
142. Selective refusal of assistance by 

government aids 
143 . Blocking of lines of command & · 

information 
144. Stalling and obstruction 
145. General administrative noncooperation 
146. Judicial noncooperation 
147. Deliberate inefficiency & selective non

cooperation by enforcement agents 
148 . Mutiny 

Domestic governmental action 
149. Quasi-legal evasions & delays 
150. Noncooperation by constituent 

governmental units 

International governmental action 
151 . Changes in diplomatic & other 

representation 
152. Delay & cancellation of diplomatic 

events 
153. Withholding of diplomatic recognition 
154. Severance of diplomatic relations 
155. Withdrawal from international 

organizations 
156. Refusal ofmembership in international 

bodies 
157. Expulsion from international 

organizations 

--over 



Methods of Nonviolent Intervention 

Psychological intervention 
158. Self-exposure to the elements 
159. The fast 

(a) fast ofmoral pressure* 
(b) hunger strike* 
(c) Satyagrahic fast* 

160. Reverse trial* 
161 . Nonviolent harassment 

Physical intervention 
162. Sit-in* 
163. Stand-in 
164. Ride-in 
165 . Wade-in 
166. Mill-in 
167. Pray-in 
168. onviolent raids 
169. Nonviolent air raids 
170. Nonviolent invasion* 
171 . Nonviolent interjection 
172. Nonviolent obstruction 
173. Nonviolent occupation 

Social intervention 
174. Establishing new social patterns 
17 5. Overloading of facilities 
176. Stall-in 
177. Speak-in* 
178. Guerrilla theater* 
179. Alternative social institutions 
180. Alternative communication system 

Economic intervention 
181 . Reverse strike 
182. Stay-in strike 
183 . Nonviolent land seizure 
184. Defiance of blockades* 
185 . Politically motivated counterfeiting 
186. Preclusive purchasing 
187. Seizure of assets 
188. Dumping 
189. Selective patronage 
190. Alternative markets 
191 . Alternative transportation systems 
192. Alternative economic institutions 

Political intervention 
193 . Overloading of administrative systems* 
194. Disclosing identities of secret agents 
195 . Seeking imprisonment* 
196. Civil disobedience of" neutral" laws* 
197. Work-on without collaboration 
198 . Dual sovereignty & parallel government 
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GANDHIAN WAVE ACTIONS AT BENNING 

Gandhian Wave actions are nonviolent direct actions-- usually involving civil 
disobedience --perpetrated at Ft. Benning. Their goal is to help expose and close 
the SOA and any clone. "Gandhian Wave" refers to all such actions at Benning 
except the highly promoted mass mobilizations each year on or just after 
November 16. 

March 10, 2000: One man and five women, all recidivists, bury coffm and plant 
crosses in the lawn of the SOA building. Action occurs on the day the "SOA 1 0" 
are sentenced to three month prison terms. All are arrested, but none have been 
arraigned yet. 

April28: Two women and one man from the St. Francis Catholic Worker in 
Columbia, MO reenact Bishop Girardi's assassination outside the SOA building. 
All are arrested, but only one, Steve Jacobs, is prosecuted. Six months of Steve's 
12 month May '0 1 sentence is for this action. 

May 24: Nine college students (mostly from Oberlin) plus the mother and 
grandmother of one of them do "New Name, Same Shame" demo outside SOA 
building. All are arrested, but none have been arraigned yet. 

November 14: Josh Raisler Cohn "hangs" himself from a bridge on the base 
to draw attention to the upcoming November 19 Vigil Action. In May '01, Josh is 
sentenced to six months for this and his water tower action about two weeks later. 

November 29: Josh & "Sprout" Guy rappel down Benning water tower and 
unfurl a 1750 square foot banner calling for closing of SOA. Josh, now a recidivist, 
is taken into FBI custody and is arraigned in Federal Court in Cohunbus, GA. A 
non-recidivist, Sprout isn't prosecuted. 

January 17, 2001: Seven (mostly Oberlin students; and the mother of one of them) 
are arrested just inside the base on Benning Road. Three women have entered the 
base on foot carrying a baby' s coffm; they seek to join tl1e opening ceremony that 
day for the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation. They are 
charged with trespass. Four men who have locked anns together inside pipes 
briefly blocking Benning Road are charged with trespass and resisting arrest. 
Oberlin senior Becky Jolmson is among those arrested; the action occurs during her 
month-long legal vigil fast at Benning's main entrance. 

April12 to June 3: VietNam War vet and retired career military man, Jeff 
Moebus, Yigils and fasts (legally) at the main entrance for 52 days. 

--over 



May 23: As the SOA 26 are being sentenced, eleven are arrested on base for 
three different actions: a) erasing the white line at the main entrance with spray 
paint; b) posting a large "ban & bar" letter to the SOAIWHISC door; c) praying 
near the SOA/WHISC building. 

July 18: Immediately upon returning from their Witness for Peace/SOA 
Watch delegation to Putomayo, Colombia, 11 are arrested crossing the line. 

July 13, 2002: Around lOAM the morning after Magistrate G. Mallon Faircloth 
sentenced 29 of the SOA 37 to prison, Becky Johnson swung closed Benning' s 
main incoming gates, locked them with a hardened bicycle lock, and locked herself 
to them with another bicycle lock around her neck. The gates remained locked and 
the incoming entrance remained closed for three hours as the military sought to 
extricate her. Taken right to the county jail, Becky was released due to "lack of 
room." 

August 11: Immediately upon returning from their Witness for Peace/SO A 
Watch delegation to Barrancabermeja and Cauca, Colombia, three are arrested as 
they climbed over the barbed wire fence at Benning' s main entrance bearing a 
banner. 

All of those arrested in the above actions received ban and bar letters forbidding 
them f rom reentering Benning upon risk of further arrest. 

[GWactionsOct' 02] 



EXCERPTS FROM COLUMBUS, GA LEGAL CODE 
Chapter 17-B, PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS, article I (pp. 2115-7) 

Our direct actions (fasts, vigils, parades, etc.) need not involve civil disobedience or risk 
of arrest. SOA Watch has a long tradition of legal demonstrations at the main entrance 
to Benning on the Columbus side of the painted white line. These events require a permit 
from the Columbus Police Department. 

You can copy and submit the permit application form in this binder (over). 
Because the Colombus police patrolling that beat may not have a copy ~[your permit, a 
member of your group should have a copy on her person during your event. The 
Columbus police are empowered to enforce the following regulations: 

Sec. 17B-1 All assemblies and picketing shall be peaceful and unattended by excessive 
noise and boisterousness. 

Sec. 17B-2 Picketing and demonstrations shall be conducted only on public sidewalks 
maintained by the city or other walk areas on the public right-of-way, and only the outside 
five ( 5) feet of said sidewalks next to the curb shall be used by the pickets or 
demonstrators. No picketing or demonstrating shall be conducted on the remaining 
portion of said sidewalks or on that portion of the streets used primarily for vehicular 
traffic. 

Sec. 17B-3 Marching shall be in single file, and pickets shall be limited to a total of 15 
persons and shall not interfere with ingress or egress to any business or public facility. 

Sec. 17B-5 Pickets or demonstrators shall carry only cardboard or paper placards or 
signs. 

Sec. 17B-8 The chief of police of the City of Columbus is to be given at least five hours 
notice by any person or persons planning to picket or demonstrate ~ This written notice 
shall include the name of the organization or organizations planning to picket and also 
shall include the names of the places ofbusiness or public facilities which will be picketed 
and the hours that the picketing or demonstrating will be conducted. The chief of police 
shall immediately forward a copy of any such written notice to the business or public 
facility which is the subject of picketing or demonstration. 

Sec. 17B-9 Whenever the free passage of any street or sidewalk in the City of Columbus 
shall be obstructed by a crowd, the persons composing such crowd shall disperse or move 
on when directed to do so by a police officer. It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse 
to so disperse or move on when so directed by a police officer as herein provided. 

Sec. 17B-1 0 No vehicle shall be used in any picket or demonstrating line, and all pickets 
or demonstrators shall be afoot. 

[For PARADES, see Chapter 17B, Article II} 
[GWpermit/JW1eO 1/syr] 



W. L. Dozier 
Chief of Police 

Columbus Police Department 
P.O. Box 1866 • 510 Tenth Street 
Columbus, Georgia 31902-1866 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED PICKETING 
OR PUBLIC DEMO STRATIO 

TIME: 

• ~.rt 
W. E. Mott, Jr. 

Assistnnt Chief 

NOTIFICATION DATE: --------- ---------------------

Group or Individual Planning 
to Participate: 

Contact Person: 

Address: 

Phone Number: 

Location ofPublic Demonstration: 

Name ofEstablishment: 

Date ofDemonstration: 

Time of Demonstration (Begin & End): 

Purpose ofDemonstration: 

Type of Activity Planned: 

OTIFICATIO OF PICKETING OR A PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION MUST BE MADE 
TO THE CHIEF OF POLICE IN WRITING AT LEAST FIVE (5) HOURS PRIOR TO THE 
ACTIVITY. (COLUMBUS CODE 17 B-8) 

Phone (706) 653-3100 FAX (706) 324-2099 or (706) 653-3212 
An Equal Opponumty/AffillTUitive Acuon Organizalion 





USING THE MEDIA TO PUBLICIZE YOUR ACTION 
AND EXPOSE THE SOA 

We do Gandhian Wave actions to expose the SOAIWHISC. The more people that hear 
about the SOA, the better. And the more people that hear about how the SOA and 
Benning- those self-proclaimed bastions of democracy-- stifle dissent, the better. 

It seems, however, that unless we risk arrest and imprisonment, the media will 
pretty much ignore us. That, of course, makes complete sense: the major mainstream 
media are owned by mega-corporations whose interests the US military and the US 
government eagerly serve. 

Our job, then, is to use the media despite itself SOA Watch has worked hard to 
get media attention. After years of virtual blackout, we 've had some success. But most 
of our success has come from either Jmge national actions or from grassroots activists -
and prisoners of conscience -mobilizing their own local media. Our movement is built 
on such grassroots media work. 

This is why we strongly encourage you to focus on your own local media, i.e. the home or 
college town media of each of your folks risking arrest. Begin developing your local 
press contacts before coming to Benning; then follow up with them immediately after the 
action. .. andwhenyou get home from Columbus. 

To do this you need to distribute press releases. (See samples below.) After 
you've faxed your press release and made follow up phone calls to tho e contacts, you 
can then begin to work national media contacts. There 's a list of such contacts in this 
section. 

Presumably your Gandhian Wave action won't be just a flash in the pan, but part 
of an ongoing long-term campaign of educating your local public about the SOA and 
what it represents. This requires ongoing interaction with - and education of- your 
local media. 

One of the best guides for working the media is Jason Salzman 's Making the News: A 
Guide for Nonpro(its & Activists, Westv~ew Press, 1998, $19.95, 289pp. Get it; use it; 
share it. If you're feeling rich, buy copies for other activists. If you take Making the 
News to heart, you will considerably amplify the effectiveness of your Gandhian Wave. 

{G Wusingthemedia/FebO 1] 
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WORKING WITH THE MEDIA 
by Andy Mager 

Andy is on the staff of the Syracuse Peace Council and helps produce its "Peace Newsletter, " 
the country 's oldest independent local peace and justice monthly. These are his pointers: 

Don't assume they' re against us. Yes, we face an increasing problem of media ownership and 
control being in fewer and fewer corporate hands. This does shape what is reported and how it 
is reported. However, there are many journalists who believe in getting a fair and accurate story. 
Some mainstream media, if only to maintain the illusion of"balance," will occasionally publish a 
progressive story. Give them the chance! 

Don't neglect alternative and "movement" media outlets. Sure, that's singing to the choir, 
but it's precisely the choir we need to mobilize. 

Do your homework. Learn who to contact and when you need to contact them to get your story 
covered. Know your issue and be prepared to provide clear, concise, non-rhetorical sound bites. 
Remember: you are not talking to other activists, but to the general public. 

When you make media calls to radio stations, be ready to be interviewed over the phone 
without needing to schedule a follow-up for when you're better prepared. Be sure you have 
accurate information on your issue at your fingertips . 

US media coverage tends to avoid providing context. Be prepared to provide your 
interviewer with the background information your story needs. 

Be diplomatic, but persistent. Press releases sent to media have a way of getting buried or 
misplaced. The follow-up phone call is essential. Your issue is likely to be a low-priority to 
journalists and their news organizations. Be willing to contact them more than once. 

When being interviewed, know the issues and perspectives which your group wants to 
present and be sure those points are made-- regardless of which questions are asked. Don't 
evade a question, but don' t let reporters run the interview or determine your agenda. Many 
questions don't need to be answered literally; instead use the question as an opportunity to 
provide key points or perspectives. 

Be mindful of your words. Think before you speak. Choose your words carefully. Anything 
you say -- no matter how casual or offhanded -- may be quoted. Don't assume a "frierldly" 
reporter is sympathetic to our cause. Always maintain professionalism when working with the 
media and keep our goals in mind. 

Build relationships; build credibility. Don't fudge, mislead, ventilate, exagger~H~, or tear down 
your adversaries .. . or allies. Avoid hard-to-believe assertions if you can't document them. YbQ 
want the journalist to see you as a reliable source for future stories. 

Keep notes of your media contacts and how they covered your stbty; save your press 
clippings. Systematically save media names, titles, phone #s, fax #s, e-iliail addresses, snail mal) 
addresses. No sense in re-inventing the wheel next tilli~ you're trying tb get your story out. 

[GWworking with media/feb'02] 



- TIPS FOR WRITING A PRESS RELEASE 

-

The one-page press release is the basic tool for reaching the media and, through 
them, the public. It's critical that they hear about our actions (and trials and 
imprisonments). This personal hook is one major way we get to expose the SOA. 

The press release goes to your local dailies and weeklies, and to your local 
radio and TV news departments. Also, be sure to send it to your local alternative 
media and to any monthly events calendars before their deadlines. 

The likely readership of your press release are journalists who may get far 
more press releases -- via fax, e-mail and snailmail -- than they can deal with. If 
your press release isn't clear, compelling, and easy to refer to, it just might end up 
in their circular file . 

Because the time just before and after an action may be hectic, craft your 
press release before coming to Columbus. Immediately after the action and 
before distributing it to the media, you can fill in any missing information. Use the 
accompanying sample press releases as models. 

Here 's how to make your press release effective: 

~ If you can, use the letterhead of a participating or sponsoring organization. 
~In the top left comer, type "For Immediate Release." Below that type the date. 
~ In the top right comer, about half or two thirds of the the way across the page, 
type "Contacts:" 

Below that, type the names and phone numbers of two contacts who can 
speak to the issue and who are informed about your action and those participating in 
it. Make sure these contacts can be easily reached by phone.and that they get a 
copy of the press release as soon as the press does. 

Under these contacts, you can write: "For more info, check www.soaw.org" 
~Focus on crafting your headline and first paragraph. You need to quickly catch 
the attention of your reader: she may be working under a tight deadline with scads 
of other releases vying for attention. 
~ Use bolder print and a larger font for your headline than for the rest of the text. 
If necessary, your headline can be up to four lines. Include only essential info in it. 
~ Your fust paragraph or two should answer who, what, where, when (include 
day of the weekend whether AM or PM) and how. this essential info should "leap 
off the page." Since this is a civil disobedience action, you'll need to be also be 
clear about why. One format is to write these key words (who, etc) in bold or caps 
on the left side of the page and answer them on the right side. 

--over 



~ Write the release like a news story with the information appearing in descending 
order of importance. 
~ Keep sentences short and uncomplicated. Try using only one or two sentences 
per paragraph; at most use three or four. Try to be brief enough so you 9an double 
space your lines especially in your top two or three paragraphs) or if that isn't 
possible, skip a line between paragraphs. 
~ Keep your release to one page only. Only unusual circumstances require spilling 
over to a second page. If-- heaven forbid! -- you do, write, "MORE" at the bottom 
of page one; put contact phone # and brief headline in upper right comer of any 
subsequent page. 
~If you're able to do so, offer to provide photos of your action. 
~Type "--30--" or "###" to clearly mark the end of your release. 

Follow-up 

--To supplement your press release consider including the basic SOA Watch fact 
sheet and one or two other info sheets in. your press packet. 
~ Keep a list of whom you've sent your press release to. Besides your contact 
people, send your press release to any ally who -- directly or indirectly -- is referred 
to in it and to other members of your group. Keep allies in the loop. 
~ Soon after you figure the journalist has received your press release, phone and ask 
if she has received it and whether she has any questions. A journalist typically pays 
attention only to those press releases she gets follow up calls on. 
~ As you make your calls, annotate your media contact list with the responses you 
get · 
~ Keep file copies of your press releases for ready adaptation in the future. 

Adapted from Jason Salzman's Making the News: a Guide fOr Nonpro{its & 
Activists, Westview Press, 1998 
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--- 8 June 2000 .... for immediate release 
local contact: Ed Kinane/Ann Tiffany, CNY SOA Abolitionists, (315) 478-4571 
nationa] contact: SOA Watch, (202)234-3440 

LOCAL ROMAN CATHOLIC NUN SENTENCED 
TO SIX MONTHS IN PRISON 

Sister Megan Rice SHCJ, 69, of 1\tlanlius, gets maximum six months in prison and $5000 
fine for protesting the School of the Americas --enters jail immediately. 

Ten nonviolent anti-School of the Americas protesters, arrested last November for entering Ft. 
Benning as part of a solemn memorial funeral procession, were sentenced by Federal Judge Hugh 
Lawson in Columbus, GA today. 

Among them were Roman Catholic nun, Sister Megan Rice SHCJ, recently of Manlius, NY. 
Rice, who used to work at St. Lucy's parish in the near west side of Syracuse, was given the 
maximum sentence for this misdemeanor: six months in prison and a $5000 fine. Rice was one of 
the "SOA 25," who in 1998 spent six months in Danbury Federal Prison for a similar "offense" at 

-~- Ft. Benning, home to the US Army's notorious School of the Americas. Rice, 69, was a longtime 
missionary in Nigeria and Ghana. 

Also receiving the maximum sentence was Charlie Liteky, VietNam War chaplain and winner of 
the Congressional Medal of Honor. Liteky got a total of one year in prison and a $10,000 fine for 
two trespass charges. 

Rice and Liteky's co-defendants, Brooks Anderson, Judy Bierbaum, Tom Bottolene, Charles 
Butler, Gerhard Fischer, John Honeck (of Hamlin, NY, near Rochester), and Margaret Knapke, 
were each sentenced to three months in prison and fined $2500. 

Kathleen Fisher, due to personal circumstances, was sentenced to "only" one year probation and 
fined $1000. 

According to local anti-SO A activist and former prisoner of conscience, Ed J(jnane, "Given the 
nature of the 'crime,' these sentences are absurdly harsh. The repression of nonviolent dissent at 
Ft. Benning exposes the SOA as the enemy of democracy and free expression -- not only in Latin 
America, but here at home." 

Twenty anti-SOA protesters have been arrested this Spring for three other Nonviolent civil 
disobedience actions at Fort Benning and are awaiting arraignment.### 



for immediate rduse 
7 July, 1998 

*contact: Kathleen Rumpf (315) 472-9109 
Ed Kinane (315) 478-4571 (until July 18) 
after July 18: SOA Watch (706) 682-5369 

Syracuse human rights activists Kathleen Rumpf and 
Ed Kioane to be sentenced JuJy 23 in Columbus, GA 
to up to 14 months in prison for transforming sign 
at Fort Benning, host of the School of the Americas 

On July 23 Ed Kinane, 53, Kathleen Rumpf. 47, and three others- an artist, a Catholic 
nun and a Jesuit priest - will be sentenced in Columbus, GA for transforming the sign at 
the main gate of Fort Benning. Benning is the host of the School of the Americas, a US 
Army training center for Latin American military. 

In their September 29, 1997 public protest the five pried metal letters off 
Benning's entrance sign. They replaced them with ten words stenciled in red paint: Home 
of&hool of Americu/school ofsbame and SOA=torture. In September 1996 the 
Pentagon acknowledged that the SOA had long used training manuals endorsing torture. 
extortion. and assassination. The SOA is widely known as the "School of Assassins." 

Long-time anti-SO A activists Rumpf and Kinane note that SOA graduates are 
notorious for abusing the human rights of their own people. Known for exposing human 
rights abuse in the Syracuse jail, Rumpf sees the irony of"our going to prison when the 
SOA licenses soldiers to kill and maim with impunity." She adds that, "Any time we 
spend in prison will be worth it if it hastens the closure of the SOA Given the scale of 
terrorism and torture, the stakes are very high." 

"SOA abuse is perpetrated largely to assure cheap labor for local and international 
corporations; · says Kinane. In the eighties Kinane did human rights work with Peace 
Brigades International in Guatemala and El Salvador and saw first-hand the effects of 
terror there. 

On March 4 a jury found Rumpf, Kinane, Mary Trotochaud (Atlanta, GA), Sister 
Marge Eilerman, OSF (Booneville. KY) and Father Bill Bicbsel, S.J. (Tacoma, WA) guilty 
of"destruction of government property with malicious intent," a felony. They will be 
sentenced by federal judge, J. Robert Elliott, 90, to up to 14 months in prison. 

[On January 23, 1998 Elliott sentenced six Central New Yorkers (mcluding 
Kinane) and 16 others to a $3000. fine and six months in prison- the maximum penalty
for "unlawful re-entry," a misdemeanor. Their crime: peacefully entering Benning_on 
November 16, 1997 with petitions calling for closure of the SOA] 

• Photos of the September 29 action and SOA Watch documentary videos available.### 



LOCAL MEDIA CONTACTS 

,_ For: ________________ City: ________ ~'"~ 

N ewspaper(s) 

__________________ Reporter ___________ _ 

Phone _______________ .Fax ________________ __ 

eMail Notes: 

_______________________ Reporter ___________ _ 

Phone _____________________ Fax ___________________ _ 

eMail Notes: 

~ Television News Outlets 

__________________________ Reporter ____________ _ 

Phone ____________________ Fax _____________________ _ 

eMail Notes: 

_______________________ Reporter 

Phone ________________ Fax ___________________ _ 

eMail Notes: 

_____________________ Reporter ______________ _ 

~ Phone __________________ Fax ________________ _ 

eMail Notes: 
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Television News Outlet(s) (Continued from page 1) 

__________________ Reporter ___________ ____; 

Phone. __________________ Fax _________________________ __ 

eMail Notes: 

________________________ Reporter ____________ __ 

Phone ___________________ Fax ______________ __ 

eMail Notes: 

Radio News Outlet(s) 

__________________ Reporter. ____________ _ 

Phone. ________________ Fax. ______________ __ 

eMail Notes: · 

------------------------------Reporter ___________________ __ 

Phone _________________________ Fax ______________________ __ 

eMail Notes: 

Local SOAW Media Person 

Phone ________________ Fax ________________________ __ 

eMail Notes: 



MEDIA CONTACT LIST 

Immediately after your action, update and complete your pre-prepared one-page press 
release. After you have faxed it to all of your local and hometown media contac,ts, fax it 
to each of the following. Please mail us a copy too. 

Phone each contact to draw attention to the press release and to answer any of 
their questions. Be prepared: this conversation may turn into an interview. 

Columbus, GA 

1. Columbus Ledger-Enquirer phone 571-8509 
fax 576-6290 800) 282-7859 
Over the years we've gotten some pretty decent coverage from this local daily. You 

may want to contact the Ledger the day before your action. If your scenario depends on 
surprise, have the journalist agree not to contact Benning until after the action. . 

2. WTVM-TV, Ch 9, ABC 
fax 322-7527 

3. WRBL-TV, Ch 3, CBS 
fax 323-0841 

Atlanta: 

4. Associated Press 
fax 404) 524-4639 

5. Peach State Public Radio 
fax 404) 685-2684 

6. Atlanta Journal-Constitution (a major daily) 
fax 404) 526-5746 

7. Chicago Tribune (Atlanta bureau) 
fax 770) 455-6055 

phone 324-6471 

phone 323-3333 

phone 800)222-1790 

phone 404) 685-2677 

attn: Virginia Anderson 
phone 404) 479-8613 

phone 404) 869-0382 

--over 



8. Fox News, Atlanta 
fax 404) 249-1694 

9. CNN, Atlanta 
fax 404) 827-1400 

10. Los Angeles Times 
fax 404) 586-9177 

11. New York Times 
fax 404) 524-0420 

12. NBC News (national) 
fax 404) 874-0929 

Washington, DC: 

13. UPI wireservice 
fax 202) 898-8057 

14. Knight Ridder newspaper chain 
fax 202) 628-0345 

15 . Spanish News Agency 
fax 202) 393-4119 
Goes all over Latin America 

16. Catholic News Service 
fax 202) 541-3255 
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phone 404) 875-5555 

phone 404) 221-0128 

phone 404) 524-2410 

phone 404)881-0154 

phone 202) 745-7692 

phone 202) 541-3269 

--more 



MEDIA ALLIES IN THE STRUGGLE 

I . National Catholic Reporter 
fax 816) 968-2280 phone 800) 444-891 0 
A lively weekly tabloid for progressive Catholics. 

2. "Democracy Now" attn: Amy Goodman 
phone 212) 431-9090 
lizzy@democracynow. org 

fax 212) 431-8858 
miranda@democracynow. org_ 
PO Box 693 Canal St. Station 
New Yor~ New York 10013 
Amy is the brilliant host of this progressive nationally-syndicated daily radio news program. 
She occasionally interviews SOA W defendants and activists. 

3. Nuclear Resister Newsletter 
nukeresister@igc.org 

attn Jack or Felice Cohen-Joppa 
phone 520)323-8697 

PO Box 43383 
Tucson, AZ 85733-3383 
Unique, invaluable and wonderfiilly supportive. This quarterly tabloid covers anti
SOA, anti-nuclear and other anti-militarist civil disobedience actions, trials and 
sentences here and abroad Each is.me provides the names and jail mailing 
addresses of currently imprisoned activists. 

4. The Nonviolent Activist 
fax 212) 228-6193 
wrl@igc.apc.org 

attn: Judith Pasternak, editor 
phone 212)228-0450 

339 Lafayette St. 
New York, NY 10012 
Bi-monthly magazine of the War Resisters League 

5. Fellowship attn: Richard Deats, editor 
fax 914) 358-4924 phone 845) 358-4601 
fellowship@forusa.org 
Box 271 
Nyack, NY 10960 
Bi-'}lonthly magazine of the Fellowship of Reconciliation 

Be sure to also include your local peace and justice media .. .. 
and send your news release and clippings to: 
SOA Watch Mathew Smucker, SOAWMedia Coordinator 
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PO Box 4566 202) 903-7257 
Washington, DC 20017 
phone 202)234-3440 
infofajsoaw.org www.soaw.org 

msmuckertq)soaw.org 
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Qihe Atlanta JJ oumal 
THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION 

Tuesday,Aug. 1,2000 

RICK BOWMER I Associated Press 

Philadelphia police watch Becky Johnson lie on a 
downtown Philadelphia street on Monday in protest 
of School of the Americas at Fort Benning, Ga. 



NOVEMBER VIGIL ACTIONS AT BENNING: ARRESTS & IMPRISONMENT 

On November 16, 1989, at the Catholic university in San Salvador, El Salvador, the 
Atlacatl Battaiion massacred six Jesuit priests and their housekeeper and her daughter. 
Nineteen of the 26 officers implicated in the massacre by a UN report were SOA-trained.. 

In November 1990 SOA Watch founder, Fr. Roy Bourgeois, and a few others, did 
a water-only fast for 35 days at Ft. Benning's main entrance. Fr. Roy and Pat and 
Charlie Liteky then poured blood on photos of SOA graduates on display at SOA 
headquarters. Charged with trespass and destruction of government property, Pat and 
Charlie got six months and Roy got 14 months in prison. 

The following chart shows the extraordinary growth of this anniversary 
observance ... and of the campaign to close the SOA. 

1994 
supporters 
line crossers 
action 
prosecuted 
sentences 

1995 
supporters 
line crossers 
action 
prosecuted 
sentences 

1996 
supporters 
line crossers 
action 
prosecuted 

1997 
supporters 
line crossers 
action 
prosecuted 
sentence 

1998 
supporters 
line crossers 
action 

action began inside base; no supporters pre.fOent 
5 
leafleting officers' club and chaining SOA doors 
5 for trespass 
(various; part of SOA 13 trial the next year) 

less than 15 
10 
re-enacting Jesuit massacre at the entrance and beyond 
10 for trespass 
first-timers: 2 months; recidivists: 4 months; Fr. Roy: 6 months 

approx. 450 
60 
funeral procession on to the base 
none; all booked & given ban & bar letters only 

approx. 2000 
601 -- all booked and given ban & bars 
funeral procession with tens of thousands of petitions in coffins 
25 recidivists for illegal re-entry 
all25: 6 months prison+ $3000 fine 

approx. 5000 
2319 
funeral procession --over 



prosecuted 

1999 
supporters 
line crossers 
action 

prosecuted 
sentences 

2000 
supporters 
line crossers 
action 

prosecuted 

sentences 

2001 
supporters 
fence crossers 
action 

prosecuted 
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none; no ban & bars; all bussed off base 

over 6000 
over4400 
funeral procession led by about 70 mourners with coffins staging 
a die-in (in black shrouds & white death masks) 
10 for illegal re-entry 
all fined; one got probation; seven got 3 months; a nun - one 
of the SOA 25 - got 6 months; Charlie Liteky got 6 months (+ 6 
more for another action) 

approx. 5500 
approx. 4500 
similar funeral procession as previous year. At its conclusion, 
32 others, dressed as campesinos and SOA soldiers, crossed 
the line and staged a massacre by "Colombian paramilitaries. " 
Then a second procession of 200 with giant puppets, costumes 
and drums entered the base. Simultaneously other affinity 
groups entered through different entrances and engaged in 
street theater and blocking the road with their bodies. Some 
planted corn on the base to symbolize life and hope. 
26 out of the scores of recidivists were arbitrarily selected for 
prosecution 
all found guilty by Magistrate G. Mallon Faircloth on May 23, 
'OJ; two given probation; most others given six month 
sentences; some also given fines ranging from $150 to $3000. 
Dorothy Hennesy, an 88 year-old Franciscan nun, after refusing 
six months' home confinement, was sentenced to six months in 
prison. 

over 6000 (most "crossed the line" going up to the fence) 
70 (+over 30 blocking road by the main entrance in evening) 
funeral procession up to the new fence. fence covered by white 
crosses and banners, etc. two-hour long die-in at the fence. 
several affinity groups crawled under or went around fence into 
Benning (on "high alert" since Sept 'OJ) 
road blockers released after two nights in county jail with time 
served SOA 37 tried week of July 8, 2002. Faircloth sentenced 
J4 to 90 days, 15 to six months, seven to probation, and acquitted 
one. our pro bono lead attorney: Bill Quigley. plus several pro 
se defenses. 

[GWNovemberchartloct'02] 



RELEVANT LAWS 
Compiled by Katya Komisaruk 

These are taken from the list of laws Katya provided for our November 2001 Vigil Action at 
Benning. 

Federal Laws 
>>>TRESPASS (18 United States Code 1382): You can be convicted oftrespass on military 
property merely for entering the property for an unlawful purpose. It is not necessary that you 
re-enter the property or receive a ban and bar notice before you' re prosecuted for trespass. 
Trespass is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a maximum of six months in jail and/or $5000 
fine. 

>>> VIOLATING A SECURITY REGULATION (50 United States Code 797) : It is illegal to 
disobey a military commander's regulation or order issued to protect the safety or security of 
military property. Disobeying an officer's order is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a 
maximum of one year in jail and/or a $5000 fine . 

State Laws 
>>> OBSTRUCTING A STREET OR SIDEWALK (official Code ofGeorgia 16-11 -43) 

>>> OBSTRUCTING AN OFFICER (Official Code of Georgia 16-10-24(a)) : Obstruction is 
principally physical resistance, including going limp. The only verbal behaviors that are 
considered obstructing an officer are making threats of violence or giving false information. 
Refusing to answer questions is not obstructing an officer, because you always have the right to 
remain silent. 

>>> DISORDERLY CONDUCT (Official Code ofGeorgia 16-11-39): It is illegal to act in a 
violent or tumultuous manner, putting people or property at risk. 

>>> UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY (Official Code ofGeorgia 16-11 -33): It is illegal for two or 
more people to remain assembled for the purpose of illegal activity, after having been told to 
disperse by a law enforcement officer. 

>>> TRESPASS (Official code ofGeorgia 16-7-21(b)) 

The maximum penalty for these misdemeanors is twelve months in jail and/or $1000 fine . 

Copywrite 2001 Just Cause Collective. A ll content may be reprinted or excerpted f or noncommercial use, 
provided the material is unaltered and "Katya Komisaruk, Just Law Collective " is cited as the source. 
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GANDHIAN WAVE LEGAL CONSEQUENCES 

In our trials our goal is not necessarily to be acquitted Rather, we seek to speak truth to 
power. In the Gandhian spirit, we believe our cause is furthered by people of conscience 
boldly exposing the SOA and accepting the consequences -- even if these include prison 
and/or probation. 

SOA Watch isn't in a position to subsidize or arrange for legal representation for 
those doing civil disobedience against the SOAIWHISC. Your affinity group may want to 
consider having its defendants "go prose," i.e. represent themselves in court. 

Being arrested We cannot predict how the Ft. Benning military police will respond 
to your civil disobedience. Typically they have been courteous and 

professional with no "rough stuff" for those SOA Watchers not resisting arrest. As would 
be the case anywhere, however, if you go limp upon arrest the police may not be gentle; 
there is risk of injury. 

Ifyou "cross the line" into Benning to participate in "partisan political activity," 
you are committing civil disobedience and most probably will be arrested at least for 
trespass, a misdemeanor. "Partisan political activity" has little to do with partisanship; it 
refers to any anti-SOA or anti-military, etc. activity. According to the Army-- that 
zealous defender of democracy -- at Benning free speech, freedom of assembly, and the 
right to petition our government are illegal; the First Amendment doesn't apply. 

Those who "cross the line" for the first time may receive only a ban and bar letter 
and not be prosecuted. There is no guarantee of this: in 1996 several of us went to prison 
for two months for trespass even though we had no ban and bar and had never been to 
Benning before. A number of first-timers arrested at our November 2001 mass vigil 
action got sentenced to three or six months. 

If you already have a Benning ban and bar you may well be charged with illegal 
re-entry, a form of trespass which is also a misdemeanor. A ban and bar is a letter issued 
by the base declaring that you cannot return to the base for a specified period -- like a year 
or five years or a lifetime -- upon penalty of arrest. (See the specimen letter in this 
section.) Ban and bars from other bases don't apply at Benning. 

Here is the likely arrest scenario. You will be 
-- arrested, perhaps handcuffed, patted down for weapons, and taken to the Military 
Police station on base for processing (mug shot, fingerprinting, etc.); 
-- issued a ban and bar letter and charged with criminal trespass ... and perhaps other 
charges which may eventually be dropped; 
-- ordered to appear on a later date in federal court in Columbus, GA; 
--bussed off base after the entire group has been processed (which may take some hours). 

If you don't have picture ID this booking process is likely to take much longer. 
Our people have never been arraigned on the day ofthe arrest; Nov. 2001 was the first 
time our people have been detained overnight. 

-over 



Going to court On a different date (days, weeks, or months later), you will have to 
appear for arraignment in federal court in Columbus before a US 

magistrate and/or a federal circuit court judge. You can plead "guilty," "not guilty" or 
"nolo contendere." If you plead guilty or nolo you will probably be sentenced 
immediately; if you plead not guilty you will have to go trial sometime in the future. 

You will have a chance to make a statement in court. Despite Nuremberg and 
international law and the purity of our motives, only one of us (in July 2002) has ever been 
found innocent in this court. Your trial will be an excellent opportunity to generate 
solidarity and media attention. For misdemeanors you'll have a bench trial, not a jury trial. 
Either way we use our trials to put the SOA on trial. 

Sentencing If your lawyer has arranged for it with the court, sentencing may occur on 
the day you are found guilty. Otherwise sentencing may not be scheduled 

for about eight weeks and only after the federal probation department has completed the 
Pre-Sentencing Investigations of you and all your co-defendants. The PSI is to guide the 
judge in sentencing you and to guide the prison system in incarcerating you. You may 
have to post a $250 (cash) appearance bond to be released in your own recognizance until 
the sentencing. 

For each trespass misdemeanor you can be sentenced to up to six months in prison 
andjined up to $5000. When you are sentenced you will have the opportunity to make a 
statement to the court. Except by choice, our people have never been immediately taken 
into custody at sentencing. Upon your posting a $250 (cash) appearance bond, the judge 
will give you "self-surrender." This means you tum yourself in at a prison and on a date 
(yet to be determined) which you'll be informed of in four to 12 weeks. Normally you'll 
have several days notice before you must report to the prison --which will probably (no 
guarantee) be in your region of the country. 

In solidarity with the poor who seldom get such a privilege, over the years about 
ten SOA Watchers have refused self-surrender. Immediately upon being sentenced each 
was taken into custody and lodged in the Muscogee County Jail -- not a nice place. Most, 
especially those serving six month sentences, were eventually transferred to federal prison 
(after enduring a long, unpleasant transport in shackles). Visiting hours at Muscogee are 
on the weekend only. The prisoner mailing address there is: 

Muscogee County Jail 
700 lOth Street 
Columbus, GA 3190 I. 
(706) 653-4258 

Fines Our fines have ranged -- quite arbitrarily -- from $150 to the max of 
$5000. In 1998 Judge J. Robert Elliott offered the SOA 25 a deal: agree never to return 
to Benning or pay a $3000 fine (which was then the max). None of the 25 made the deal. 
Nor did they all pay the fine. 

-- more 
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Some paid the fine on their own within the time allotted. After all, to collect fines, 
the feds have been known to garnishee wages and put liens on cars, houses, bank 
accounts. Some defendants use the fine as an organizing opportunity -- a way to rally 
community support. Supporters unable or unwilling to risk prison often are glad'to chip in 
to help pay an activist's fine. The community can hold a fund-raising event-- like a grand 
send off for the prison-bound activist -- to pay off the fine. 

While in prison the feds can deduct funds from the very small wage you earn or 
from funds sent to you from outside. If they think you ' re not cooperating, they can deny 
you amenities and privileges. Likewise ifyou' re on probation, the feds will insist on a 
percentage of your income each month -- 10% is typical -- toward paying off the fine. 

Low income and propertyless defendants often refuse to pay fines -- either as a 
matter of expediency or of principle. Many activists equate paying fines with paying war 
taxes-- they're agin it. UnJess they are in the clutches of the penal system, there may be 
little the feds can do to force them to pay. While fines remain due for life, the feds don't 
always persist in trying to collect. There are civil disobedients who have unpaid federal 
fines going back decades. 

To pay or not to pay-- it's a personal choice. 

Probation In May 2001 two ofthe SOA 26 got probation: one of these was a school 
teacher and mother of four (including one of the other defendants) who got three years 
probation; the other was the onJy one of the SOA 26 who pled guilty-- she got two years 
probation. In July 2002 seven of the SOA 37, all first-timers, got probation in lieu of 
prison. Each of the five felons who in 1997 helped edit the welcome sign at Benning's 
main entrance got prison plus two years probation. 

Federal probation entails enduring certain restrictions. Among other things, you 
must periodically meet with your assigned probation officer; you can ' t legally leave your 
federal district without applying for written permjssion; you must make a monthly 
written report (see the form at the end ofthis section) regarding income, expenses, 
employment, residence, any contact with law enforcement or other criminal types, etc. If 
you owe a fine, you ' 11 be required to have a job and be paying it off. 

It's sobering that many of the multitudes now in federal prison are there for 
violating probation. There's no trial and little due process when you are so charged. 

Jail/prison 

·=:F£ ....... 
See Karl Meyer' s and Ed Kinane' s articles on jail and prison in the 
Prison Witness section of thjs binder. 

[GWiegalconsequences/oct '02] 
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SOME LEGAL QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
by Katya Komisaruk 

The author is a former Plowshares activist and prisoner of conscience. Katya is now an attorney 
and a member of the Just Cause Law Collective. She provided legal support for the Jail 
Solidarity action at the November 2001 SOA W vigil action in Columbus. These notes are taken 
from a 14-page handbook she prepared for that event. 

How do we handle medical needs so we can participate fully in the action? 
If you have a potentially dangerous medical condition (asthma, diabetes, seizures), wear a 
"medic-alert bracelet." You should be able to get them at most drug stores. This will make the 
police and jail staff take you much more seriously if you start to have difficulties. 

Will getting arrested for civil disobedience prevent me from getting jobs or getting into 
college? 
If you have the qualifications for the job or school, a civil disobedience arrest or conviction is not 
likely to stand in your way. Many institutions are actually interested in people who have 
consciences. 

Could we lose our licenses (medical, teaching, etc.)? 
Many teachers, lawyers and health care professionals have engaged in misdemeanor-level civil 
disobedience. We are not aware of any who have actually lost their licenses, although some have 
been hassled by their respective bureaucracies. Applying for a license, as opposed to being 
deprived of one you already possess, may be somewhat more cumbersome; however, 
misdemeanor convictions resulting from principled acts of conscience are generally not a major 
impediment to professional licensing. 

When do we go to court for the first time? 
If you're in custody, the authorities are legally supposed to bring you to court "without 
unnecessary delay," which is usually understood to mean within 48 hours. If you're not being 
held in jail, then your first court date may be anywhere from a week to months after arrest. Court 
dates should be written on the citation or release forms. Sometimes the authorities try to release 
people without a date, saying they'll send a notice with the date later. This is bad, because that 
makes it easier for the authorities to process everyone and to single people out, prosecuting some 
but not others. Ifyou're being released, you should demand to have a specific court date, and 

· make sure that everyone gets the same date. 

Wh~n do we actually have to go to court in person, instead of having a lawyer appear for 
us? 
Generally, you must be in court for every hearing. Sometimes, you can arrange to have a lawyer 
appear for you at a given hearing, but it's better to be there in person for several reasons. First, 
your presence shows the court (and the media) that you care about the case and are ready to fight 
Also, your presence ensures that you will have maximum input into any decisions, negotiations 

--over 



and especially plea bargains that come up in court. 
If you do have a trial, you have to be in court for every day of it. If you lose, you must be 

present at sentencing. 

What happens if we don't show up for a court hearing? 
If you miss a scheduled hearing, the judge will usually issue a bench warrant. If an individual with 
an outstanding bench warrant gets into any kind oftrouble (e.g. a traffic violation), s/he is subject 
to arrest. The judge may accept extreme excuses for missing a hearing, like funerals or medical 
emergencies. Conflicts with school or work schedules are not acceptable excuses. 

What goes on at trial? 
At trial, you can testify ifyou choose to do so. You can also put on eye (and ear) witnesses to 
testify about your good character. In addition, you have the right to cross-examine the witnesses 
against you, who will probably be law enforcement officers. You also get to make opening and 
closing arguments. 

The judge may try to forbid you to talk about anything political, on the grounds that it 
would be irrelevant. Lawyers may be able to get around the judge' s prohibitions, but there' s 
considerable precedent (published analyses of earlier trials) supporting the notion that judges can 
forbid discussion of political matters at trial. 

Often, your lawyer questions witnesses and make the opening and closing arguments, etc. 
-- and all you do is testify. Alternatively, you can represent yourself (going pro se). In these 
situations, it ' s useful to have an attorney as advisory counsel or co-counsel, to help with 
technical matters. 

You don't necessarily get a jury trial. The alternative, a bench trial Gudge trial), means 
that the judge decides the verdict, as well as deciding what will be allowed as testimony and 
evidence. In federal court, you must be charged with an offense that carries a maximum sentence 
of more than six months to get a jury trial. This requirement rules out all infractions and most 
misdemeanors, including trespassing. The trial ends with the verdict: guilty or not guilty. If 
you' re found not guilty, you celebrate. If you' re found guilty, then the judge sentences you. The 
judge can either sentence you immediately after the guilty verdict or set a separate hearing just for 
sentencing. 

What happens at sentencing? 
You invite your friends and supporters and the media. You get to make a speech, because you 
have the right to allocution. This sentencing statement is normally a chance to beg for mercy 
and explain mitigating factors -- but activists often use it as a chance to discuss political matters, 
especially if they didn't get to speak their minds at trial. 

Copyright 2001 Just Cause Law Collective. All content may be reprinted or excerpted f or non-commercial use, provided the 

J(laterial is unaltered and "Katya Komisamk, Just Cause Law Collective" is cited as the source. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES ARMY INFANTRY CENTER 

FORT BENNING, GEORGIA 31905-5000 

REPLY TO 
ATTEHTlON OF 

Office of the Commanding General 

A-ilt Sbn J. G?7s CLf'. 
'2 I ~Ol.w.)OO (\ . e_ 
4~..0 ft\ 17SD I 

Dear (\1\ 'S S :h1 Q_ (\ 
..... 

JllV l 9 ZXD1 

Benning issued this jive-year ban & bar letter 
for trespass to an SOAW staffperson for 
crossing the line at the Nov.' 2000 Vigil Action. 

In May 2001 when the SOA-25 were 
sentenced, Ally was issued another five-year 
ban & bar (see reverse) for her Gandhian. Wave 
action. Those violating a ban & bar ar,e subject 
to prosecution for i lle)?al re-entry . 

On today's date you were apprehended for Criminal Trespass on the Fort Benning 
Military Reservation in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1382. You are 
hereby excluded from the Fort Benning Military Reservation for a period of five years 
from the date of this letter. You are directed not to reenter the conimes of the Fort 
Benning Military Reservation and any land under the jurisdiction of Fort Benning until 
this exclusion expires. 

Entering the Fort Benning Military Reservation for any reason will constitute a 
violation of Section 1382, Title 18, United States Code, which provides as follows: 

wnoever within the jurisdiction of the United States, goes upon any military, 
naval, or Coast Gu.ard reservation, post, fort, arsenal, yard, station, or installation, for any 
purpose prohibited by law or lawful regulation; or 

Whoever reenters or is found within any such reservation, post, fort, arsenal, 
yard, station, or installation, after having been removed therefrom or ordered not to 
reenter by any officer or person in command or charge thereof s]tall be imed not more than 
$5000 or imprisoned not more than six months, or both. 

Copy Furnished: 

Director of Public Safety 

Sincerely, 

Major General, U.S. Army 
Commanding General 

--over 



REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

ATZB-PS 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES ARMY INFANTRY CENTER 

FORT BENNING, GEORGIA 31905-5000 

ME:VIORANDUM FOR Allison J. Styan 3706 36th St. Mount Rainier, MD 20712 

SUBJECT: Ejection from the Fort Bc:nning Milit:1ry Rc:serv:Hion (MPR # 01961-ov 

!. By the authority of the: Comm:1nding Gc:nc:r:ll , I hereby order you to be ejected from the Fort Bc:nn in ~ \!i lit:1ry 
ReserY:ltion because of conduct detrimental to the performance of the military mission of this installation. 

2. Your ejection from Fort Benning is for the following re:1son(s): 
Criminal Trespass. Unlawful Assembly. and Damage to Government Property/// 

3. This ejection is valid through 23 May 2006 . The offense:·s) in par:1graph 2. above. warrant 
permanent exclusion from Fort Bc:nning. However. prior to a decision bc:ing r.ude regarding your pc:rm:mc:nt 
exclusion from Fort Bc:nning. you h:1ve the opportunity to dispro\·e the: alleg:.~t ions cont:1ined in paragr:1ph 2 and 
present :1ny evidence in your behalf. This information may be presented to the Comm:1nder. U.S. Army Infantry 
Center. :\TIN: A TZB-JAH (Fort Benning Hearing Officer). Fort Benning. Georgia 31905, or by telephoning 5-+5-
5~. You should cont:lct this office to schedule an appointment. 
IS- t "/ 

4. If you are a retiree. a depc:ndent family member of an Jctive duty service memba or retiree. and are a valid lD 
Card holdc:r, you may access the inst:ll!ation for the purpose of receiving medic:1l c:1re at Martin Army Community 
Hospital. pending a fin:1l :1ction regarding your exclusion. Additionally. if you have been apprehended for 
shoplifting and meet the requirements above. you may access the installation for the purpose of obtaining :1n 
overstamped ID Card at Building 2638. You may only access the installation for this limited purpose. 

5. Action on this matter is being delayed pending your reply. If no reply is received within seven working days. 
you m:1y be autom:lticJ!!y excluded from the Fort Benning Military Resc:rvation. 

6. ACK...'-:0\VLEDGE:-.IE:'\T: 

I :1cknowlc!dge receipt of the: foregoing ordc:r of ejc:ction and undc:rstand that unkss 1 contact the Installation 
Hc::.~ring Officer in paragr:.~ph 3 above. by 01 June 2001, I may bc: JutomaticJ!!y excludc:d from Fort Benning. 

2; et-"yot 
D:1tc: 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

FB (~!P .-\ ) FL 9, DATE 

l?e-/0e ~ ~c/2 
../ 

Signature 

L "1 ~~ 
. GRAYEST. MYE I\" 

Colonel, Milit:1ry Po ice 
Command Provost Marsh:.~! 

Previous edition is obsolc:tc: 



AT THE ARRAIGNMENT: MAKING YOUR PLEA 

These notes are adapted from an article by the American Friends Service Committee in the Out 
& Outraged CD Handbook of the 1987 National Lesbian and Gay March on Washillgton. 
Typically, soon after being arrested and while still in custody, you are brought to court for 
arraignment. 

Often, however, anti-SOA protesters at Benning are given ban and bar letters and are 
released without being charged with a crime or arraigned Arraignment may be days or weeks 
later, and sometimes there may be no charge or arraignment at all -- and hence no prosecution. 
That has often happened, but there is no guarantee the pattern will persist. 

At the arraignment you are read your rights and informed of the charges against you. At that 
time, you will be asked how you plead to those charges. You can make one of several responses: 

1. "Guilty" 
By entering a guilty plea, you are admitting your guilt, thereby forfeiting your right to a 

trial. In such cases you will simply be sentenced by the judge or magistrate, though you may have 
to return to court at a later date for sentencing. 

Some civil disobedients believe this is the proper plea. By pleading guilty you say, «yes, I 
committed the act of which you accuse me. I don't deny it; in fact, I am proud of it. I know I 
did the right thing by violating this particular law; I am guilty as charged." As a matter of 
principle, Gandhi always pled guilty. Some SOA Watchers pleading guilty have gotten lesser 
sentences than their co-defendants, and some have still received the max. 

2. "Not Guilty" 
If you plead not guilty you must be tried and convicted before you can be sentenced. The 

burden of proof lies with the state; you are presumed innocent unless the state can prove your 
guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. To enter this plea, you need not believe you aren't guilty. 

Civil disobedients often believe this is the proper plea. By pleading not guilty you say, 
"Guilt implies wrong-doing. I have done no wrong." Since this places the burden of proof on the 
state, it may sometimes drop the charges before the case is tried. As of summer 2002, after 12 
years oftrials and about 100 SOA Watch defendants, only one has been acquitted in this court. 

3. "Nolo Contendere" 
If you plead nolo (i.e. no contest) you forfeit your right to a trial and (as with a guilty 

plea) simply come before the judge for sentencing. Some think a nolo plea is a compromise 
between pleading guilty and not guilty. While not contesting the charges one is also not admitting 
guilt. Several SOA Watchers pleading nolo have been sentenced to six months in prison. 

4. Creative Pleas 
Some defendants in political cases enter a "creative plea." For instance, when asked by 

the judge how you plead, you might respond, "I plead for the closure of the SOA and its clones" 
or "I plead for an end to U.S. military intervention in Colombia." 

(GWpleas in court0ct'02) 



TALKING POINTS WITH YOUR ATTORNEY 
by Katya Komisaruk 

Always take notes when talking with your attorney. 

- What are my charges at tltis point? 

- Who is my judge and what can we expect from him or her? 

- Has my case been consolidated Goined with anyone else?) If so, who are my co-defendants and how are we 
going to coordinate our efforts? 

- Do you think the complaint is likely to be amended in my case (that is, will the prosecutor change the charges)? 

- Which elements of each charge do you think would be hard for the prosecutor to prove ... and why? 

- Do you see us relying on political defenses, like, "I was engaged in legitimate First Amendment activity"? Or 
technical defenses, like, "The prosecution can't prove I was one of the people who sat down and refused to 
move"? At what point will we have to make a decision about this? 

- What items of potential evidence are you asking the prosecution to give us, as part of the "discovery process?" 

- What kinds of potential evidence does the defense need to locate? How can my friends and I help with the 
investigation? 

- Whom are you thinking of calling as witnesses? I may be able to remember eye and ear witnesses who would be 
helpful. And I may be able to find character witnesses for myself. How can I best help? 

- What kinds of exhibits will we need in court? Photos, maps, diagrams? Is there anytlting my friends and I can 
do to help? 

- What motions have been made or reserved by the defense in my case? What motions have been made or 
reserved by the prosecution? Has the judge ruled on any of the motions that were already made? 

- Have any dates been set for filing or arguing [more] motions? How do I get copies of written motions in my 
case? 

- Which motions do you think will be granted (in whole or in part)? 

- Have you been in contact with other defense attorney' s? Who's doing what? 

- At a maximum, if I want to be very involved in my case, what are the best ways for me to contact you and how 
often do you prefer to be contacted? 

- If I want to look at some of the discovery (potential evidence) in my case, when would be a 
good time? 

- At a ntinimum, when do I have to be in town and in court? 

- Is there anything else I should know about my case? 

BE SURE TO THANK YOUR ATTORNEY FOR ALL THE WORK SIHE'S DOING!### 

[GWtalkingpointsOct'02] 
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Representing Younelf 

"When arrested while making a state
mmt through an act of civil disobedience, 
I pr~er to go pro se ( represmt myself> 
btaluse of the control it gives me in the 
courtroom. It means tlult I am a woman 
iri clulrge of my life and responsible for 
my decisions and belulvior, and tlult I am 
prqlllred for the results of my actions. 
Using a lawyer means tlult I must sit 
quietly and humbly through specious 
legal arrangements aver my behavior and 
the proper punishment for it. It means 
that I am like a child with parents 
arguing about my naughtiness and wlult 
to do about it so tlult I will "learn a 
lesson" or "will have learned a lesson." I 
should add, however, tlult lulving a 
lawyer around to advise and explain 
potentially complicated issues is 
helpful." 

-Catherine de Laubenfels, 
arrested at 

Women's Pentagon Action 
1980, 1981 

The Constitution gives you the 
right to represent yourself. The right 
is founded in the understanding that 
someone else may not say quite 
what you want said in your behalf, 
or may not say it in the way you 
want it said. You therefore cannot be 
forced to let someone speak for you. 

Trials and hearings resulting from 
civil disobedience are particularly 
suited to unearthing the reasons ~ 
hind, and the possibilities for, self
representation. Perhaps the COer 
can better explain his or her own 
motivation. Why water down a 

deeply political and personal act of 
civil disobedience with a lot of lega
listic jargon? Why let the application 
of the energizing ideas contained in 
the philosophy of non-violent civil 
disobedience stop with the arrests? 
lf you choose to participate in action, 
it will be a result of much thought 
and consideration. Why not con
tinue to involve yourself fully all the 
way through the trial? A lawyer 
must adhere to the legal restrictions 
of the courtroom and translate ev
erything into the proper categories. 
You as a pro se litigant have much 
greater lee~ay . If you don't under
stand something don't hesitate to 
ask questions about what is happen
ing during the trial. 

Representation by an attorney 
may be the best route, if you desire 
an acquittal at any cost. In a group 
trial, the option of having some but 
not all defendants represented by 
counsel is often available. You 
should speak to people who have 
represented themselves. The most 
important thing is to remember that 
you have choices. The system 
teaches us to think that there is only 
one way of doing anything, but be
cause we question that we choose to 
do civil disobedience in the first 
place. 

In November of 1980, as part of 
the first Women's Pentagon Action, 
one woman chose to sing her •de
fense ." She sang Malvina Reynolds' 
'1t Isn't Nice to Block the Doorway." 
She was found guilty. 

· It Isn't Nice 
-by Malvina R.eyn 

It isn' t nice. to block the doorwaY 
It isn' t nice to go to jail. 
There are nicer ways to do it, 
But the nice ways always fail. 
Chorus 1 

It isn't nice, it isn't nice 
You told us once, you told 

twice 
But if that is freedom's price 
We don't mind 

It isn't nice to carry banners 
or to sleep in on the floor. 
Or to shout or cry of freedom 
At the hotel and the store. 
Chorus 1 
Well we tried negotiations 
And the token picket line. 
The government didn't see us, 
They might as well be blind. 
Chorus 2 
Now our new ways aren't nice 
When we deal with men of ice 
But if that is freedom's price 
We don' t mind. 

- Cl.Ci SQCIM
~ ~AffaUf, 
/Ill} ta *'1' ALL 
~-ILNE. 

--War Resisters League/Donnelly Colt Graphix, "Handbook for Nonviolent ACtion," 
1989 



NOTES ON PROSE DEFENSE 
by Karl Meyer 

In Faretta v. California {1975) the US. Supreme Court found that under the Sixth amendment 
defendants have the Constitutional right to defend themselves in court without being represented 
by an attorney. Going pro se is not the best strategy for every SOA W defendant. But for those 
prepared to do so, it can be an empowering and consciousness-raising experience ... and one that 
can bring key legal and political issues to the fore. 

In May, 2001 in Columbus, Georgia, Karl defended himself before federal magistrate G. 
Mellon Faircloth. We felt privileged to watch Karl's unusually articulate and thoughtful 
defense. Karl not only raised our consciousness, but also quite possibly that of the judge. 
Nonetheless Faircloth sentenced Karl and most of the "SOA 26" (all of whom besides Karl were 
represented by attorneys) to six months. 

Also see Karl 's article, "Notes From a County Jail in Georgia, " in the Prison Witness 
section below. 

1. Pro se is personally empowering. It also helps to reinforce the understanding among judges 
and the general public that people have the right to defend themselves in court, and that legal 
process should be simple and clear enough to make such defense feasible . 

2. Judges, especially in local misdemeanor courts, usually have crowded dockets that put 
pressure on them to dispose of many cases as rapidly as possible. They become impatient and 
arbitrary if defendants (or lawyers) present long-winded evidence or arguments that seem to them 
unnecessary or legally irrelevant. However, contemporary judges often respect pro se defendants 
who show understanding of legal issues, and present concise evidence and persuasive legal and 
Constitutional arguments. 

3. There is often a large gap between the way legal process is supposed to work in principle, and 
the way it is actually practiced, especially in crowded local misdemeanor courts. 

4. Law and legal process are complex; it is helpful to read about them, but quicker and easier to 
seek advice from experienced pro se defendants and lawyers. One of the best ways to le~rn how 
things actually work in your jurisdiction, and the "-ttitudes of the judge who may try you, is to 
always sit in the front pew and listen intently ~q ev~ry other case, while you are waiting for your 
hearing. 

5. Prosecutors have heavy caseloads. In misdemeanor courts, they seldom prepare cases in 
advance by carefully debriefing witnesses and arresting officers. The same is true for public 
defenders and, in many cases, paid defense lawyers. Therefore, there is an advantage to 
defendants who thoroughly understand the facts in their case and have thought carefully about the 
legal issues. 

--over 



Shortly after arrest, you should make detailed notes of all the facts and circumstances that 
seem relevant. Reconstruct direct quotations of everything relevant said to you by arresting 
officers and other witnesses, and what you said to them. 

Before trial, think about everything probable that witnesses may testify about your arrest. 
Make notes of all questions you might ask to bring out legally relevant facts, so that jn the heat of 
the trial you don' t forget them. Prepare a concise outline ofyour own testimony, and what you 
want to ask your own witnesses. Prepare an outline for your closing statement and arguments. If 
possible, role-play your trial with friends who have some understanding of trials and legal issues. 

Arresting officers in misdemeanor cases seldom document their arrests with careful notes 
or descriptions. By the time of trial several weeks or months later, they often forget most of the 
details of their arrests and conversations with defendants. 

In mass arrest situations, there may be no documentation of individual arrests. Several 
officers may be selected to sign charges and appear as witnesses against multiple defendants, 
whose arrests they did not observe or participate in. (In mass arrests at Ft. Benning, arresting 
officers do not document their arrests, or even take the names of those they arrest.) 

6. Prose defense in civil protest cases can often expose three major sources of weakness in 
prosecution: 
A) FACTS. To justify the arrest and to obtain a conviction, arresting officers sometimes 
exaggerate, misrepresent or lie about the facts of an arrest situation. These errors can be exposed 
by careful cross-examination, or by the honest testimony of defendants or other defense witnesses. 
B) LAW. Because those activities annoy officers, property owners, or government officials who 
want them stopped, officers often arrest people for legal protest activities protected by the law 
and the Constitution. Police officers are often only marginally informed about the laws they are 
supposedly enforcing. When they get back to the police station with you, they ask superior 
officers or search in their code books to figure out what the criminal charges should be. Often 
they settle on "trespassing," "disorderly conduct," or "resisting a police officer." 

When you are released, always get a copy of the charges. To find out what the law 
actually says, go to a public library or law library and look up the sections of the code or 
regulations you are charged with violating. To find out the statutory gefinition of certain key 
terms used in the code (which may differ from their vernacular or dictionary definition), look up 
the "definitions" section of the relevant chapter of the code. 

The description of your behavior in the citation or statement of charges, or in the 
testimony of witnesses against you may not match the statutory description or definition of the 
offenses charged. If this happens, you may get your case dismissed by pointing this out to the 
judge before trial, or at the conclusion of the prosecution case. 

For instance, disorderly conduct charges are often dismissed after police witnesses 
concede that a protest was completely peaceful and orderly. Trespassing charges are often 
dismissed after prosecution witnesses concede that commercial or public property was open to the 
public, and that defendants were arrested without being notified they were trespassing, or were 
not allowed to leave after being notified. Resisting arrest charges are often dismissed after a 
showing that the legal definition of resisting in the statute doesn't include arguing with a police 
officer or passive non cooperation, such as going limp. 

--more 



C) CO TITUTIO . Local ordinance frequently conflict with generally accepted 
interpretation of the U .. Constitution. Many contemporary judges will override local and state 
statutes and regulations if defendants present a clear and articulate defen e appealing to the broad 
freedoms of religion, speech, press and public assembly guaranteed in the First Amendment.* . 
7. At my May 23, 2001 trial for illegal re-entry to Ft. Benning, the pro ecutor pre ented seven 
witnesses against me. The e testified about arre t and detention proce e at Benning, and how I 
was proce ed on two occasions at their gymna ium proce ing center. However, they did not 
produce any witne to the date, time, place, or circum tances of m individual arre t I pointed 
this out to the judge at the clo e of the pro ecution case and asked for acquittal on pro ecution 
failure to present proof of the charge again t me. I also made an eloquent generalized 
Constitutional defense ba ed on freedom to as emble at a base that was then otherwi e open 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year for every other kind of normal entry and activities that are not 
guaranteed or privileged by the Constitution. 

Judge Faircloth complimented me on my wisdom and on the competence of my defense. 
onethele , without any explanation of hi rea oning, he till found me guilty and impo ed the 

maximum pri on entence of i months. No defendant, whether pro e or repre ented by a 
lm yer, hould ever naively 1me that a jud e will con cientiou ly follow the law , 

onstitution, or accepted legal procedure of our JUdicial tem. You may be convicted when 
you have committed no illegal act; you may be acquitted, for variou reason , e en though you 
may have committed an act that may be illegal . 

8. Anyone new to pro se defense can benefit greatly from discussing their case thoroughly with 
experienced pro se defendants or lawyers familiar with civil protest cases. (Sometimes 
discussions with lawyers who have no practical experience with such ca es will be misleading 
rather than helpful.) 

Do it, and learn. I'm u ually available, and happy to talk to other activi ts. Here i a 
rough count of m trial record over the last 34 year ince I first started repre enting m elf and 
pleading not guilty in most nonviolent civil action case ) pled guilty, even times, not guilty, 29 
times; di rni ed before trial on motion of pro ecutor or judge, 12; acquitted, eight; convicted, 
eight; outstanding warrant, one. Conviction rate in contested cases, 2<)0/o . ot larence 
Darrow, but not shabby either. 

Karl Meyer 
Nashville Greenlands 
2407 Heiman t 

ashville 3 7208 
615 322-9523 

• ' ongre hall make no lm respecting an e tabli hment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exerci e thereof; or abridging the freedom of peech, or of the pre ; or the right of the people 
peaceably to a semble, and to petition the Government for redress of grievances. " 

[GW Karl Meyer's prose note. 'Feb 02} 



Legal Steps Your Choices 

Warning _ ••••..• j- leave 
· 1· stay and be arrested 

+ -walk 
1· go limp 
!-link arms 

Arrest • •••• ••• -loc:kdown 
possible additional 
charges 

- btoc:kade police vehides 

+ - give name I implausible alias I no name 
- refuse to give other info 

Booking -•••••••• - demand same arraignment date 

+ 
Citation -(promise to appear) 

+ 
Bail Hearing -

~ 
Appointment -of Counsel 

+ 

1
- remove handcuffs -"l.._ possible additional 

:- non-cooperate with mug shot and/or fingerp~ charges 

- accept citation and leave 
- not accept citation by refusing to give 

name, and stay in jail 
- demand vulnerable people be cited first 

- release on OR I post bond I make ba~ 
-stay in jaa 

- represent self (pro per) 
- demand court-appointed lawyer [d cannot 

afford one and if charged with misdemeanor 
or felony} 

- get private lawyer 
- use lawyer as a>counsel 

- not guilty 

i lii~-;;ii~i;;·d~~·T;ii"h-i 
i prosecutor & judge for: i 
l -diversi~n j 
: - probation · 
i - community service l 
' ' i - fine : 
! -jail time i '-------------------------------.J 

-guilty 
Arraignment . . . . . ...... . -- -stand mute - nolo contendre (no contest -
(entry of plea) 

may be merged mto one hearing 

YOUR OPTIONS 
IN THE LEGAL PROCESS 

Note: It's important to keep 
SOA Watch (2021234-3440) 
informed of developments in 
your case. 

These include all court dates, 
receipt of ban & bar letters, 
and dates for reporting to 
prison. You may designate an 
affinity group member to play 
this liaison role. 
Be sure to keep your local 

press contacts updated too. 

not 
guilty 

l 
RlY! 

- creative plea not denying charges) 
- Nford plea Qnnocent but 

pleading guilty anyway} 

+ 
Speedy Trial -- - demand speedy trial 

Decision - waive right to speedy trial 

+ - fde motions (get/suppress evidence, 
Hearings d-.smiss charges, bury prosecutor In 

(0- many) -- paper, draw out process) 
- negotiate plea at any point 

+ - judge trial 

Trial 
- jury trial [d charged with misdemeanor -- or felony) 
- group trial/ individual trial 
-atmosphere (circus I conventional) 

Verdict 

_f 
~ung I 
JUry 

guilty r · Sentencing 

' 
' 
' 

Prosecutor decides: - make speech 
-retrial - stay silent 
- dlamlss charges - demand vulnerable 

people be sentenced 
first 

I 



PROB 8 
(Rev. 6/91) 

U.S. PROBATION OFFICE 
MONTHLY SUPERVISION REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF ______ , 19 ___ . 

Name: I Court Name (if different): 

PART A: RESIDENCE (If new address, attach copy of lease/purchase agreement) • 
Street Address, Apt. Number: Home Phone: Pager Phone: Other Phone: 

City, State, Zip Code: Persons Living with you: 

Complex/Subdivision: Own or Rent? Did you move during the month? 0 Yes 0 No 

-:-:-:-:--:-:-:-:--:-:-:-:--------------------llf yes, date moved:------------
Mailing Address (if different): 

Reason for Moving: 

PART B: EMPLOYMENT (If unemployed, list source of support under Part 0) 
Name, Address, Phone No. of Employer: Name of immediate supervisor: 

Is your employer aware of your 
criminal status? 0 Yes 0 No 

How many days of work did you miss? Why? 

Position Held: Gross Income: Normal Work Hours: 

Oid you change jobs? 0 Yes 0 No !If chanped jobs or terminated, 
)vere you terminated? 0 Yes 0 No state when and why: 

PART C: VEHICLES (List all vehicles owned or driven by you) 
1. Year/make/model : Color: Tag Number: Owner: 

2. Year/make/model: Color: Tag Number: Owner: 

PART 0: MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT· 

.... 
Net Income From Employment 
(Attach proof of earnings) 

Other Income: 

TOTAL MONTHLY INCOME 

TOTAL MONTHLY EXPENSES 

Do you have a checking account? 0 Yes 0 No 

0 Individual 0 Joint Balance:--------

Bank Name:--------------------

Account Number: _________________ __ 

Past Due Debts: Amount Past Due: 

Do you have a savings account? 0 Yes 0 No 

0 Individual 0 Joint Balance: _______ _ 

Bank Name:----------------------

I Account Number:---------------------

List all purchases of individual goods or services for which you paid $500 or more: 

Date Amount Method of Payment Description of Item 

--over 



PARTE: COMPLIANCE WITH CONDITIONS OF SUPERVISION DURING THE PAST MONTH 
Were you questioned by any law enforcement officers? 

0 Yes 0 No 
If yes, date: _______________ __.:__ __ _ 

dency: _____________________ _ 

Reason: _____________________ _ 

Were you arrested or named as a defendant in any criminal case? 
C Yes Q No 

If yes, when & where?------------------

Charges: _____________________ __ 

Disposition:----------------------

(Attach copy of citation, receipt, charges, disposition, etc.) 
Were any pending charges disposed of during the month? 

0 Yes [J No 

If yes, date:--------------------

Court: ____________________ _ 

Disposition:---------------------

Did you have any contact with anyone having a criminal record? 

0 Yes 0 No 

If yes, whom? _____________________ _ 

Did you possess or use any illegal drugs? 

0 Yes 0 No 

If yes, type of drug:----------------

Was anyone in your household arrested or questioned by law enforcement? 

0 Yes 0 No 

If yes, whom? ______________________ __ 

Reason: _________________________ _ 

Disposition:------------------------

Did you possess or have access to a firearm? 

0 Yes 0 No 

If yes, why? ____________________ ~--

Did you travel outside the district without permission? 

0 Yes 0 No 

If yes, when and where?------------------

Do you have a special assessment, restitution or fine? 0 Yes 0 No-If yes, amount paid during the month: 

Special assessment: _______ _ Restitution--------- Fine: _______ __ 

NOTE: ALL PAYMENTS TO BE MADE BY MONEY ORDER (P03TAL OR BANK) OR CASHIER'S CHECK ONLY. 

1-----------------------------.---------------------------Do you have community service work to perform? Do you have drug, alcohol or mental health aftercare? 

0 Yes 0 No 0 Yes 0 No 

Number of hours completed this month: ________ _ 

Number of hours missed:---------------

Balance of hours remaining:--------------

WARNING: ANY FALSE STATEMENTS MAY RESULT IN 
REVOCATION OF PROBATION, SUPERVISED RELEASE OR 
PAROLE, IN ADDITION TO 5 YEARS IMPRISONMENT, A 
$250,000 FINE OR BOTH. 

(18 u.s.c. § 1001) 

REMARKS: 

U.S. Probation Officar Date 

If yes, did you miss any sessions during this month? 
0 Yes 0 No 

Did you fail to respond to phone recorder instructions? 
0 Yes 0 No 

If yes, why? ______________________ _ 

I CERTIFY THAT ALL INFORMATION FURNISHED IS COMPLETE 
AND CORRECT 

SIGNATURE 

RECEIVED: 

______ Mail _____ oc 

_____ HC _____ cc 

RETURN TO: 

Paul W. DeFelice 
Chief U.S. Probation Officer 
P. 0. Box 7035 
Syracuse, New York 13261 

DATE 



ND/NY 
Pr•tJlh 

TRAVEL APPLICATION/APPROVAL FORM 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

UNITED STATES PROBATION OFFICE 

100 S. Clinton St .• Rooa 1029 
Syracuse. Nev York 13261 

(315)214-8700 

TRAVEL REQUEST MUST BE SUBMITTED TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE UNLESS FOR EMERGENCIES 

-
Nama: Case Docket Number: 

Street Address: Telephone (Home) : 

C ity. Stale, Zip : .. Telephone (Work) : 

Oeslinalion: 

Departure Dale: Return Date: 

Purpose ol Trip 

Parson(s} Traveling Wilh: ' Relationship: 

ACCOMMODATIONS (will be verified) 

Name: - -. -

Relationship: J Telephone: 

Address: 

MODE OF TRANSPORTATION 

Vehicles: Make/Model/license Number : Own-.!r of Vehicle: 

Airlines: Name of Airline: Departure Flight Number Retum Flight Number 
andTinie: andlime: . 

Other mode of transportation (specify): 

AGREEMENT: 

1 understand that any deviations from the approved travel grant requires wrillen consent ol the Probation Olftcer. I also agree to furnish 
prior to and/or upon my return, a resume ol my itinerary; including temporary residence, personal contacts, and/01 any other inlormahon 
reQuested by the Probation Olticar. I declare under penalty ol law that lhe above information Is true and correct. 

SIGNATURE 

For Official Use Only: Travel Request Approved: o · Not Approved: 0 (II disapproved, give reason) (Over) 

CONTACT THIS OFFICE WITHIN 24 HOURS AFTER YOUR RETURN 

Special Instructions: 

0 
0 

Copy mailed Ia Chiel Probation 
Ot1icer in District ol Destination 

UNITED STATES PROBATION OFFICER 

Copy ma1l ed lo Parole Commission. 11 applicable 

DATE 

DATE 





I am going to try to think of it as a semester 
of unlearning my class privilege. It's not 
going to be pleasant and at its worst it's 
going to be relatively easy compared to what 
the people of Latin America have had to 
endure as a result of the SOA and U.S. policy. 

--Margaret Knapke, "SOA 10," 
upon being sentenced to three 
months in prison, June 2000. 
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SOA protesters gladly go 
to prison for trespassing 
U.S. District Court Judge Hugh 
Lawson doesn't hand out 
maximwn sentences 

By Jason E. Mlczek 

Just before Charles J. Liteky walked into 
federal court, he adjusted his grip on a protest 
sign and looked down at his homemade white 
wooden cross. 

''I'm pretty sure the sentencing 'Will involve 
time in federal prison - that's what we're 
planning on, so there's no reason to believe 
otherwise," Liteky said. 

He was right. 
The Medal of Honor recipient was sen

tenced to one year in prison and given a 
S 10,000 fine Thursday for trespassing at a 
C.S. A.lmy School of the Americas protest in 

Megan Gillespie Rice, 70, a nun 
from Baltimore, Md., was the only 
protester taken from the courtroom 
to jail Thursday after she told the 
judge she could not pay a $5,000 
fine . The judge sentenced her to six 
months in prison. Rice previously 
served six months for an earlier SOA 
protest 

·Seven of the protesters each 
received three months in prison and a 
$2,500 fine: 

• Richard Brooks Anderson. 66, 
of Duluth, Minn., a retried Lutheran 
pastor; 

e Judy Ann Bierbaum, 43, of 
Albuquerque. N.M., a children's 
sexual-abuse therapist; 

e Thomas Edward Bonolene, 50, 
'">f St. Paul, Minn., a graphic artist 
.JJ1d full-time activist; 

e Charles 0 . Butler, 73, of Roch
ester, N.Y., a retired United Method:
istpastor; 

e Gerhard H. Fischer, 71, of 
Brookfield, Wis., a retired 
pharmacist; 

November. He also has a prior conviction of 
property damage during ·a previous demon
stration at the school. Liteky served si.""< 
months for that demonstration. 

A federal judge sentenced Liteky and nine 
other supporters of the School of the Ameri
cas Watch, an active organization dedicated 
to protesting the School of the Americas at 
Fort Benning, to a variety of punislunents for 
trespassing during the November protest. 
Each protester, with the exception of Liteky, 
faced a maximum sentence of six months in 
jail and a 55,000 fine. 

U.S. District Court Judge Hugh Lawson 
failed to follow the pattern of previous Judge 
J. Robert Elliott, who handed down maxi
mi.un sentences in previous School of the 
Americas trespassing cases. 

See PROTESTERS, &3 

e John W. Honeck, 39, of Ham
lin, N.Y.. a residence counselor for 
mentally retarded adults; and 

e Margaret L. Knapke, 47, of 
Dayton, Ohio, a natural therapeutics 
practitioner. 

An environmental chemist 
recei·:ed the lightest sentence after 
promising the judge she would never 
return to Fort Benning. Kathleen D. 
Fisher of Portland, Ore., received 12 
months probation and a S I ,000 fine. 

With the exception of Rice, the 
protesters will report within 30 to 60 
days to serve their prison sentences. 

lust before 9 a.m. Thursday, 23 
protesters rounded the comer of the 
Columbus Federal Courthouse cany
ing white crosses and a sign aslcing 
for the closure of the controversial 
school. Under the media's eye, the 
group huddled together and sang, 
"Peace is Flowing Like a River." 

Most went inside, but Denise Laf
fan of Atlanta, a Buddhist nun. 
stayed outside to sing and beat her 

Robin Trimarch~Ledger·Enquim 

Protesters with the SOA Watch join hands in 
prayer before they enter the Federal Court
house for the sentencing hearing resutting 
from arr::sts during tre School of the Ameri-
e<:s oro tes t in Novemc::r 1999. · 

pr:1yer drum. Sr.e 'lad J sign :mached 
to her ve!low robe asking to "Stop 
the kill mg. Close the SO.-\ now." 

Arter the s e :~rencing Thursday 
afternoon, the convicted left the 
couGOOm in gee-d spiri ts. 

··r couldn't te more de lighted." 
Lite\...> said about :Us corwic: ion. 

.-\. c:o r.1ev Da \ ~d G r. :~d le . who rep
rese ntc:d rtine of :..1e p ro te~ers, said 
rus clients represe:.t "the orJy group 
of folks who \Vant to go to jail." 

Bierbaum said she was horrified at 
first about going to jail. but added 
that Jrler a deeo soul search she real
ized that incJicerJtion for her beliefs 
w JS something sr.e had to Jo. 

·T:;e irony is 0.at going :o jail is a 
pr. ·,ikge," she s.J id. 

Col. Glc:nn \VeiJner . .:orr.rnandant 
of the school. de :ended the school by 
savtn" . "[t seems to be the tactic of 
o~ critics to inc ite people to break 
the law. civil disobedience, before 
thev ever even attempt to really find 
out. what happens at the School of 
the Americas." 



Weighing the Costs and Benefits 
-- A Letter from Allenwood Prison 

by Dan Sage 

Ed. 110u: lAit !f'ltOttth SPC received the 
followittg l~ller "from DaA Sage, oJU of 
Syraa.u' s SOA 9 · cwnll.lly suving a six
lftOitlh SUIUN:e for l'fUJI"chUtg o 11 the School of 
tht Americas las l Nov~r. Yow can wri.U to 
him at ~Da11ul Sage #88083-020 , FPC 
lllkllWOOd. PO Bo~ 1000, Moll.lgolftU") . PA, 
17152." For further ~o 011 llu SOA, suEd 
Ki.ruuu' s articU 011 page 7. 

For my part, as much as 1 ~tRoy's · not"worlti:ngforthegavc:mmc:nt."Whilemmy 
camnitmen1 and honor his dccisior.:.._-:-w.y per- of those. needing be1p do not take is serioualy 
s:pective is influenced by a different set of and behave as they probably did 10 (cr 30) 
values- lu a correspondingly dedicated Secu- yean ago in high !Cbool, a significant ruunber 
1 r Humanist. pragm.ati.sm enters into my think- do recognize their deplorable sinwion, accept 
i::::g muchmoreprorninently. lbtte apparently the opportunity to ch.mge it. md appreciate 
i.s :nedia interest in Roy's stand, my contribution. Seeing the un-
oc: our experience lhus far with restrained joy and tears in tbe 
~ media bas not boen greaL eyes of mature adults proudly 
Our demonstrations and theOOl showing their OED certific:al.et 
~ procession and arrests and highschool diplomas, I CClUld 
were given minimal attention hardly refuse to '"work" ~ 

IN ANY CONSClOUSL Y plmncd activity, the 
objective u to maximize .the benefit while 
considering the cosL This cost-bcocfit equa
tion has been expressed in govemmezu and 
corporate circles a.s .. getting the most balg for 
lhe buck.." 

nationally. A PBS broadcast of those cirrnmstmces 

A panllel ~:may be seen in the 
behavior of us protestors. As we worked 
through the discermDentprocess of wbetbcr to 
rult (actually invite) arrest. and moreso as we 
.. do our time" in federal prison. the primary 
(perhaps the only) ~ty we possess to 
barter into the cost side of the equation is time. 
Exactly how we choose to expend this com
modity offers some (however limited) op
tions. 1 lu.ve searched a tbesal.ll"U3 for a Syn
onym for benefit that. begins wilh ' ' t" to cru1e 

a c.uchy idiom to express .. getting mon: _for 
the time." Finding none, 1 will have to resort to 
lhe more traditional cost-benefiL 

1be Rev. Roy Bourgeois. now saving 
time at the federal prison in Estill, SC, has 
made a choice.. He has refused to do the mC:nial 
tasks assigned. declining "'to won for the 
same government th&t supports the School of 
the Americas, which te&Ches military tactics 
and doctrine to Latin American soldiers .. " For 
this refusal Roy is domg his time .. in the bole," 
a solitary confinement sinwion that foregoes 
the relatively bmign euviromnenlavailable to 

inmates of minimum security fedcnl pri.soos. 
The ~ated benefit from this acti<XI u the 
media attention that should raise the level or 
public outrage '8ainst the actions of the c:ourts 

in scnteocing peaceful protesters at all. Roy's 
lenc:t from .. the bole" will undoubtedly carry 
more impact than thOse from us who cooper
ale and conseot to working in prison_ Roy also 

an SOA tape (subject to local However, on the bro.da 
op<ion)i.sn'tlikeWSixtyMinutes,"andafavor- issue of cost-benefit a number of my man 
~ coiWlUl in the N~ York Times doesn't I.SOlle inmate colleagues. who are aware o1 
hzve the impact of a spread in N~~lc for our reasons for being here and who ar~ tryinl 
geuing national attention_ The volume of mail to underst.md it all, nix some good qucstioos 
L--xi publications we receive in prison from about the efficacy of our choices. 1hey a.di 
v lrious peace and justice groups are rcinforc- about the media auc:ntion we are gcttin& me 
ing in that they demonstrate the fervor of t1::>se wooder why we aren't getting more. They a.di 
wbo are '"with u.s," but they catainly consti- whether we are achieving c:ziougb benefit f· 
tute "preaching to the choir." In view of these the time we are spmding.'Ihey aclcnow~ 
f a.ctOf'S, what kind of cost-benefit is Roy's th.at if time must be served. this is lhe pt.:e tt 
action yielding? do it, btu they seriously question wbetbcr tb£ 

In considering the implications of"wotk- ga.ins we might achieve are worth any amoun1 

ing f~ the government. .. while doing my time, of incarcerated time. 
pc=hapsmychoice was made easier by the fact So 1 am asking: Are we deluded in think 
th u I have the opportunity to teach basic ing we are making a dill ereDCe? Could WI 

aca.demic akills in the prison's education de- make a greater impact in another way? H09 
~-nnent. Faced with lhe sorry state oflitency do I evaluate my own cost-benefit yield? 
z::xi quantitative proficiency of many of my don't know. Maybe after my release Septem 
fe tlow imnates, it i.s nol Jtard to c:oriclude that _ ber 21 and a return visit to Fort Bennin& iJ 
doing time in this way is providing a direct November, the eqiWion will be more clear. 
benefit to elllremely needy individuals and is · 

' Su~ribe tO the PNL .... 5-cill only 
Name: _____________________________________ __ 

Ad~ss ______________________________________ __ 

City ___________________ .State ------- Zip _____ _ 

Phone. L__) 

.1"0 Enclosed $12 lor one year. 0 This is a nev.t subscription . 

, notes in an interView with the Columbus Led
gcr-'Enquira that on the bc:Defi t side be .,ooks 
at tbe expcrieoce as an opportunity for spiri-
blal ifowth_" . 

0 $ __ additional donation for all your great wori<! 0 This is a renewal 

q Please ~ntact ~about volunteering. · · 0 My sddress has changed . 

the Syracu~ Peace Council • 924 Burnet Avenue, Syrac~~. NY 13203 ------
8198 (Syracuse) Peace Newsletter 



Is It Worth It? 
A Response to Dan Sage in Allenwood Prison 
Ed Kinone 

1> 27 JUJU! 1998 
AR DAN, 

I've just read your letter from 
Allenwood, "Weighing the Costs and Ben
efits," in the July Peace Nt!Wsleuer. I find 
myself wondering if I too will question whether 
"it's worth it" during my incarceration-

Probably so. PrUon de-railJ our lives. 
The routine is deadening; the indignities and 
bureaucratic pettiness are maddening. Missed 
amenities and missed opportunities loom large. 
Those we love are far away. I know - I've 
boen there (briefly). 

Now that I've gotten my sentencing date 
(July 23), the prospect of prison is more real 
to me. Especially after reading my proba
tion officer's pre-sentencing report. In it he 
informed the judge that, according to the 
~ederal guidelines, I should get between 
-(ight and 14 months. That's on top of the six 
months from the "SOA 25" aial back in 
J~ary. 

Since I got that report a couple weeks ago, 
I sometimes fmd myself thinking: hmnun, 
maybe I'd be better off getting another degree 
instead of spending 14 or 20 months in prison. 
Just before I caught the "SOA bug" in '94, I 
was about to begin a full-time MA program. 

While I'm not sure how to weigh my own 
costs and benefits around working to close the 
School of Americas, I do know that the stakes 
in Latin America are huge. They not only 
involve human lives lost and hwnan flesh 
maimed. They involve indigenoUJ peoples' 
land stolen and just wages denied. Further, 
those stakes involve whole people's aspira
tions for sovereignty and democracy. I don't 
know how to quantify these realities. 

Sure, a lot of good might have come out 
of that MA program, both personally and 
professionally. For me it would have been a 
Irick. I' m one of these guys- you're probably 
one too - who loves studying, immersing 
himself in theory, and writing papers. I'm 
"retry good at il. 

I'm not sure, however, that this nation has 
a shortage of grad students. But Iamsure it has 
a shortage of resisters. While the campaign to 
close the SOA is fast growing - thanks, I 

believe, to your witness and that of a few 
cozen others- our numbers are few. Even so, 
there isn't another issue in the country now . 
with as many "prisoners of conscience." That ' 
a!one suggests the unique and pivotal role our 
~imess is playing. 

The juggernaut needs sand in the gears. 
A.'1d you and I, my friend, are privileged to be 
scrategically-placed grains of sand. I have no 
doubt that our prison wimessdoes in a modest 
~ay make a difference. We are exposing this 
heinous "school" in a way that for five decades 
wasn't being done. 

Look at the ripple effect Its very invis
ibili!y makes it immeasurable. That's why 
cost and benefit analysis is aicky. Dan. let's 
add to your equation the fact that, in the wake 
of your imprisonment, your own congregation 
at May Memorial Unitarian has been mobi-

I'm not sure this nation has 
a shortage of grad students. 

But I am sure it has a 
shortage of resisters. 

lized. With rare unanimity it recently passed a 
scrong resolution to close the SOA. 

This weekend as I write, Sara Lucas, 
Cathy Cardell, and others from May have 
taken that resolution to the armual Unitarian 
conference in Rochester. At that conference, 
befa-e hundreds of delegates from all over the 
world, May Memorial and our local SOA • 
Abolitionists will receive the Unitarian 
Universalist's Adin Ballou award. 

It'll be a true organizing moment: Sara 
will have 90 minutes on the program to make 
the case against the SOA. That suggests what 
a priori!)' closing the SOA has now become for 
Unitarians everywhere. Was it such a priority 
a year ago? 

On Tuesday the assembly will surely 
pass the resolution.* It happens that US Secre
tary of Defense, Bill Cohen, is a Unitarian. 
Will the resolution be a wake-up call for Bill? 
Who knows. I have no idea whether Bill is 
~abble. But thanks to May's lobbying. hun
dreds more active Unitarians -undoubtedly 
people of conscience - will have been ex
posed to the "SOA bug." 

Dm. I don ' t think this would have hap-

• Edtor·s note: tt\6 May Memorial resOOtlon. 
substantially intact. pa$$6d ovel'lfo.'tlelmilgty. 

pened without ypur courage in risk ing prison. 
And that of your panner Doris. your pastor 
Nick. and your friend Ann. ~laybe I should 
say: it wouldn't have happened without your 
courageous w i 11 ingness to "languish~ in prison. 
But I sense that the SOA 25 are using our 
prison time more constructi\·ely than we may 
even know. 

You, for example, have had a !on g. distin
guished career as an educator- as m educa
tor of educators. In y.our current field place
ment, teaching GED, you are clearly making a 
difference in the lives of your srudents. But 
doesn't the learning go both ways? Aren't you 
getting a worm's eye view of some of the 
results of our blighted school system? My 
guess is that this insight will be integrated into 
your further work with educators. 

I'll generalize. I happen to think that at 
one level it's wonderful that the SOA cam
paign is providing the opportunity for so 
many resourceful people to experience 
prison. It's rather like those fact-finding,., 
consciousness-raising delegations we take 
to Central America - only protracted. 

The SOA plays a key role in the war 
against the poor in Latin America. Thai very 
same war, on a similar seal<'. i.s also bi'ing 
waged agaitLSl the poor in cht C:S. In Latin 
America hundreds of thousands are "disap
peared"; in the US hundreds of thousands are 
also disappeared .. .into prison. Our vast- and 
getting vaster- prison system is ll the bow
els of our domestic war on the poor. 

It's good that there's a handful ofusat the 
front. Hopefully we'll come back:- as we did 
from Nicaragua, Guatemala, or El Salvador
determined not just to change t;S policy far
away . but US policy here at home. 

ln. solidariry comp<1.itao. 
Ed 

PS: Who knows, maybe they'll send me to 
Allenwood and I'll get to spend some time 
with you and Nick before you're released. I'd 
welcome that. But of course I'd much preferto 
begin incarceration after Ann is released on 
Sepc 18. 

tb 
Ea used to cJo Jail Mir.tsrry -.vcrk :n ~ 

Syracuse. His pcr.ner Ann Titfcr;y <S arrr6ilg · 
those currently serv1ng six rr: fOI 'illegal 
reentry• ot Fort Banning 1 v. /6. h JtJy 
Ed was sentenced to montl'ls in federal 
prisOn. See page 6 tor detois. 4t 

J(Atfc v • 
9/981Peace Newsletter 1 



NOTES FROM A 
COUNTY JAIL IN GEORGIA 

CRISP COUNTY DETENTION 
CENfER, CORDELE, GA, July 3G-The 
outdoor exercise yard at Crisp County Jail 
is a concrete area 60' x 120', completely 
enclosed by a 1 0'-high cement block wall, 
but we can see the azure sky and the tops 
of a few trees . Rough-winged swallows 
glide overhead and perch on wires of a 
radio antenna. A young house finch is 
tough enough to perch with one foot on 
a razor's edge of the coiled razor wire that 
tops the whole perimeter of the cement 
block wall to prevent us from escaping. 

BY KARL MEYER 

deep respect for the Peacemaker tradition 
of Wally and Juanita Nelson, Ernest and 
Marion Bromley, Maurice McCrackin and 
Chuck Matthei; they acted on a more radi
cal refusal to cooperate in any way with 
their own imprisonment, to the extend of 
refusing to eat or to walk to cells while 
held in jail. 

Our first weeks were spent at 
Musco gee County Jail in Columbus, GA, 
where we were tried. Apparently because 
of past experiences with SOA Watch pris
oners, the jailers at Musco gee decided to 
hold us in 24-hour-a-day lockdown, in 
almost total isolation from other 
prisoners. We believed this was to pro
tect other prisoners from contamination 
with our spirit of organized nonviolent 
assertion and possible resistance. 

I have been 10 weeks in county jails of 
south Georgia as an SOA Watch prisoner 
convicted with 25 others on May 23 for 
re-entry at Fort Benning in the annual 
protest at the School of the Americas. I 
was sentenced to six months in federal 
prison. Disregarding the warnings of. 
SOA Watch staff about the rigors' of Brick Walls, Tight Security 
county jails, I chose to go into immediate The whole jail was very tightly· con
custody from the courtroom, rather than trolled. The cell for the three of us was 9' 
accept the option of self-surrender later x 12' x 10' high, withfoot-thickbrick~s 
at one of the designated federal pl'ts7fu and a solid steel door. Through orie tiny 
camps, as most of the 26 did. I acted ·on . window at the top of the cell we could 
an incarnational instinct retained from my see only a little murky daylight and an 
Catholic past: Until we experience thcr_ , occasional pigeon on the outer sill. The 
hardships of others in our own bodies, · jail provided us with a 21-page Inmate . 
we will not fully appreciate them and be . Manual of rules and privileges that did . 
moved to seek radical change in the siruc~: . not restrict our outside correspondepce 
tures of oppression. To state this iii the _andpromisedaminimurnoftwohoursof · 
words of Jesus, "I was in jail, and you· . · outdoor exercise per week. Our faithful . 
visited me." SOA Watch visitors, Jeff Moebus and 

I am still in county jails five weeks af- Alice Budge, could bring us each a book 
ter my brothers in custody, Jack Gilroy a week, so we were reading Nelson 
and Josh Raisler Cohn, were taken to the Mandela 's Long Walk To Freedom and 
federal system because it occurred to me Primo Levi's The Periodic Table (both 
three weeks into the process to write the superb books). After 18 days we had re
Bureau of Prisons advising them to send ceived only a half-hour of outdoor exer
me to a prison with exterior fences or cise, and we were experiencing recurrent 
walls, rather than an open federal prison screw-ups on our weekly conunissary or
camp, because I would not construct a ders for stamped envelopes. We ftled writ
virtual prison wall in my own mind to con- ten grievances, following the prescnbed 
tain myself at their behest. This was like procedures. We pointed out that both 
88-year-old Sr. Dorothy Hennessey, who Nelson Mandela and Primo Levi got at 
refused an offer of house arrest. Reluc- least an hour of outdoor exercise daily 
tance to be my own jailer goes back to my while jailed in apartheid South Africa and 

Longtime Catholic Worker activist Karl 
Meyer is a member of WRL 's Nashville 
local. •'!.. 

in fascist Italy, respectively. We got some 
informal resolution of the envelope order 
problems, and began to get an average 
of one hour of outdoor exercise per week, 
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isolated and heavily guarded by up to 
eight armed guards in an enclosed yard . 

After five weeks, Jack and Josh were 
shipped out to the federal holding center 
in Atlanta. Not receiving any answer to 
our grievance appeal after 20 days (the 
Inmate Manual mandated a reply by the 
administrator within 1 0), I undertook a fas t 
from all food starting on my birthday, June 
30. I did not publicize the fast or seek 
outside help. My fast soon gained sym
pathetic hearings from the jail doctor and 
psychologist, who both promised to carry 
my concerns to the jail administrator. 

I ended the fast after seven days for 
the protection of my own health. Three 
days later, U.S. marshals transferred me 
to Harris County jail, 30 miles south in 
Hamilton, GA. Harris proved to be the 
best run and most benign jail I have ever 
been in 44 years of nonviolent activism; I 
hoped the Bureau -of Prisons might just 
leave me there for the four remaining 
months of my term. 

It is a small jail, with only 46 prisoners 
when I was there, mostly from the local 
area, with a handful of federal prisoners 
awaiting transfer. It was built in recent 
years, with a capacity for twice as many 
prisoners. I was in one of 12 individual 
cells opening onto a large day room with 
tables and a dominant TV, always on, and 
usually tuned to law-enforcement dra
matic series, The Price is Right, or The 
Jerry Springer Show. Each cell had its 
own stainless-steel sink and toilet unit 
and a built-in stool and writing desk look
ing out through a five-inch-wide window 
that showed a nice slice ofwoodea Geor
gia countryside. 

When I arrived, the young guard at 
the receiving desk said she wanted "a 
room with view" for me; this was typical 
of the warm and friendly attitude of all 
the guards, who responded promptly to 
all reasonable requests by prisoners that 
were allowed by clearly defined rules. The 
attitude of the guards was so casual and 
cooperative that I did not see one inci
dent of hostile tension between prison
ers and guards, even when two guards 
went into a tier to conduct two prisoners 

--over 



to the "hole" after they were dtscovered 
smoking smuggled marijuana. All of the 
younger prisoners were friendly and re
spectful to me . In these jails almost all of 
the prisoners are familiar with SOA Watch 
protests from television news reports . We 
were allowed an hour a day of outdoor 
exercise in a chain-link cage that looked 
out on the Georgia woods. The only aver
sive aspect of Harris County jail was the 
pervasive TV noise , which distracted 
from my reading and writing during the 
day when we were locked out of our cells 
from I 0:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m Unfortunately, 
after I 0 days I was transported again to 
Crisp County Detention Center in 
Cordele, south of Macon. 

This is a local jail, as well as being a 
holding center for state and federal pris
oners awaiting transport to prisons or trial 
in Macon. A count of one shift in the 
recreation yard this morning showed 10 
white, four Latino, and 35 African-Ameri
·.:an prisoners, most of whom are from this 
region. Of the visible guards on duty, five 
were African-American and one was 
white. The system provides both survival 
jobs and criminal punishment for minor
ity conununities in disproportionate nwn
bers, locking both prisoners and guards 
into a totally non-productive stalemate. 
Centuries of jail time are being served by 
a million U.S. prisoners, and a million 
guards work in shifts to keep them con
tained and paralyzed. · 

In the cell block, each tier consists of 
a 12' x 27' sleeping room, with four double
decker steel bunk beds and locker chests, 
and an adjoining day room of the same 
size with two tables and a TV shelf. For
tunately for my tastes, the TV in this tier 
was broken and has not been replaced, 
though other prisoners complain bitterly 
about this. The population shifts from 
day to day as prisoners come and go. 
Presently in this cell there are three 
whites, two Mexicans and four African
Americans. The latter have segregated 
themselves in the day room by putting 
down their mattresses between tables and 
along walls, partly to avoid climbing up 
and down to the top bunks and partly to 
stay together. (The lower bunks are oc
cupied now by whites and Latinos, 
through accident of seniority in the cell.) 

The balance between friendly commu
nication and racial tension shifts con
stantly as people move in and out. One 
young white drug dealer and I maintain 
the integration of the tier by persisting in 
eating at the tables, playing cards and 
talking with the Black prisoners . The 

young African-Americans call me "Dad"; 
as I gain seniority in the cell community 
and refuse to show prejudice or partial
ity, I gradually gain respect, and I am able 
to mediate tensions with a few words here 
and there; all this dynamic has evolved 
in the 10 days I have been here. 

I find in the county jail system today 
standards for conditions, rules and privi
leges that did not exist in county jails 40 
years ago, when I fust experienced them, 
but did exist in federal prisons. I infer from 
the generality of these standards that 
they resulted from federal imposition of 
standards as a condition for being allowed 
to house federal prisoners temporarily as 
the federal prisoner population expanded 
rapidly. 

Who's in Prison and Why? 

moving the prisoners to their assigned 
destinations. It seems more probable that 
it is a budget dodge, because it may cost 
less per diem to hold people in county 
jails than in federal prisons, due to wage 
and benefit differentials and more cost}y 
standards in the federal prisons. This 
would be a worthy subject for investiga
tive reporting or research by a doctoral 
student in criminology or sociology. 1{ · .,., 

I have now been held for ten weeks ni 0 

county jai_ls. Having been given ~e~o~.: 
I am makmg lemonade here, wntmg ail 
autobiography of my years in nonviolent" 
action. I am a third of the way through a · 
ftrst draft, having completed pages on my 
first jailing at the "Tombs" in New York 
City in 1957, with Catholic Worker 
founders Dorothy Day and Ammon 
Hennacy and the Living Theatre's Judith 
Malina and Julian Beck, among others. 
Yesterday I finished the account of my 
first federal sentence, in1959, at the age 
of22, for an action at an intercontinental 
ballistic missile base in Nebraska. Forty
two years later we face the new threat of 
National Missile Defense and a second 
"Cold War" over domination in space. 

As always when I've lived among 
other convicted criminals, I conclude that 
we are fairly decent people like you out
side. Most of my fellow recidivist crimi
nals have been caught hustling to make a 
buck in an acquisitive culture that fosters 
more aspirations to prosper than oppor
tunities to do it legally. The experience 
reinforces my belief in the abolition of 
the criminal"justice" system and prisons 
as we know them; they could be replaced, 
if necessary, by a benign system of rea
sonable restraint for people who may per
sist in actual serious harm to others. 

Meanwhile, I await probable shipment 
tomorrow by "FedEx" and "Con-Air" to a 
federal prison, destination and time of 

0
• delivery unkno~::· . · · •:• 

It's hard for me to believe this practice 
of holding federal prisoners for weeks at 
a time has evolved for actual efficiency in 

To write-to Ka~l Meyer or any of the 
other SOA 26, call SOA Watch at 
(202)234-3440 or see www.soaw.org. 

To all the SOA prisoners of conscjence, 

If I were a faery goddessmother who could grant you one gift for 
your time in prison, it would be this: a great sense of peace and 
·release in knowing that for this time out of your busy and 
responsible lives, just being who you are and where you are is 
·enough. I would wish you to carry within you a sense of exhaltation 
·that cannot be touched by the discomforts and humiliations of 
·prison, and to know without a doubt that you are changing the world. 
·And that there is nothing you need do, plan, organize or care for 
except what arises in each moment where you are. And to know that 
you are held in Jove by many, many people, and you are never alone. 
.You are sustained by forces so much stronger than concrete and 
·steel, and in your breath and your bodies you carry within you all 
·the elements of life, that can feed you wherever you are. 

In love, gratitude and solidarity, 
Starhawk 

------------------------------~~------------------------------------------------
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Jail Can't Stop Nun's Protest 

A defiant 88·year-old nun and her sister, 
who have now served six-month federal 
prison sentences for protesting at a US 
military base allegedly linked to Central 
American death squads, say the two will 
continue to pursue their cause. 

Wednesday, January 16, 2002 

a Share This Article W ith Your Friends 

-~ 
·.t· 

_·'_\__ 
Hennessey, 

"Whatever you do, please say we'll 
continue with this because the school is 
not closed and that is our goal," said 
Dorothy Marie Hennessey, a retired 
Franolscan nun convicted with two dozen 
other protesters including her sister, 
Gwen, of trespassing at the fonner School 
of the Americas In November 2000. 

Gvven l. Hennessey sel"\led six months in prison 
for trespassing. Sister Dorothy Maria, who is 88, 

rejected a judge's offer to seJW bet eentence under 
house arrm, (Mark Hirsch tor The New York 

Times) 

"I haven't changed my mind, haven't made an act of contrition for anything I did. If 
God Is anything, he's against injustice to the poor and the marginalised," said 
Dorothy Marie, who lives with Gwen at Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy Family, a 
convent and retirement home for 425 nuns in Dubuque. 

The Hennessey sisters were among 3,500 protesters who marched onto the 
grounds of the fonner School of the Americas at Fort Benning In Columbus, 
Georgia, where severa• Central American military leaders later implicated in death 
squads received training. 

The protesters held crosses bearing the names of slain 
victims of Central American death squads, and the 
Hennesseys were among a group who received 
warnings and were prosecuted for repeated incursions 
onto the base. 

The sibling nuns made international headlines in mid
July for refusing a judge's offer of serving their 
sentences under house arrest and instead reported to a 
federal prison In Pekin, Illinois. The stoop-shouldered 
Oorothy Marie, one of 15 Children, told the judge, "I am 
not an invalid." 

She said the attention to their cause was Invaluable, 
though prison had some "not-so-nice- drawbacks. 

Also See: 

Tresgassing Nuns Holg 
Their Convictions Dear 
Baltimore Sun 9/9/01 

Siblin Nuns Will Go to 
Prison for Protesting at 
u.s. Milita School 
New York Tlmes 6124101 -

Federal Judge Makes 
World Sater, S.ends 
Elderly Nuns To Jail 
by Stephanie Salter 6/1.c/01 

"One of the things about prison is that there were some Elderly Iowa Protester 
Prepares for Prison 

people ... who were not exactly mean, but they acted 
http://www.commondreams.org/headlines02/0 115~0 l .htm --over 
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mean," Dorothy Marte said, adding she had to surrender 
her own watch and buy one at the prison commissary. 

About midway through her six-month sentence, Dorothy 
Marie was moved to a prison halfway house in Dubuque 
- where she had served on the board of directors - for 
medical reasons. Gwen, who turned 69 while in prison, 
served out her six-month term. 

Fort Benning School 
Braces for Protesters 
Atlanta Journal Conetitution 
11/19/00 

Website of 
School of Americas 
Watch 

"We had a beautiful welcoming ceremony this afternoon. Gwen got up here in 
time from Pekin," Dorothy Marie said. 

The sisters say their activism was stoked by their late brother, Ron, who spent 
years in Guatemala and EJ Salvador in the 1980s and recounted in letters to them 
the slaughter of native peoples by military death squads. He had also befriended 
Bishop Oscar Romero of El Sa.lvador, who was assassinated. 

e 2002 Reuters 
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SUPPORTING OUR PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE 

Our prisoners of conscience need our support. The solidarity of those out there "on the street" 
is immensely sustaining when we're in the slammer. Here are some suggestions --for both 
individuals and groups -- especially for those already close to an SOA W activist being 
prosecuted: 

~ help form an ongoing support group before her trial. You and your group can do media work, 
provide transportation to Columbus (and to and from prison), and whatever' s needed to relieve 
any stress on the defendant and her family and house mates. 

~ organize supporters to attend the trial. Your presence en masse is heartening. Attending 
political trials is a great consciousness raiser and solidarity builder. 

~ have a sendoff gathering .. . and a grand coming home party. Invite the media. 

~ provide a monthly stipend. Our Central New York SOA Abolitionist group offers our local 
defendants $1 00 a month for prison commissary expenses. Their 12 cents an hour prison 
"wage" doesn't begin to cover routine expenses (clothes, toiletries, phone, postage, etc.) 

~ keep the prisoner posted on all your group's work to close the SOA Write letters. Send 
relevant clippings. 

~ send in paperback books and provide magazine subscriptions. He may want to tell you which 
ones he wants. Check-out beforehand the prison's regs regarding book packages. 

~ coordinate your visits through the prisoner or folks very close to her. She needs to send you a 
visitor application form. Visiting hours and the number of visitors are limited and may need to be 
rationed. 

~ when the prisoner is released, respect his need to catch up with himself and his loved ones. 
For a variety of reasons, homecomings and transitions out of prison can be bumpy. Resuming 
daily responsibilities and adapting to the quicker pace on the outside can be draining. 

- remember: it 's often the prisoner's family and loved ones who will need the most support. Be 
there for them. Offer to do the work she had done before going in: child care, shoveling, lawn 
mowing, walking the dog, whatever. If the prisoner was supporting others financially, consider 
subsidizing them until she is out and earning income again. 

-set up speaking engagements for the ex-prisoner. His story needs to be heard far and wide. 

[ GWsupportingPOCs/Oct '02] 



WH..-\ T' S IT LIKE l1'l A FEDERAL MINThfUM SECURITY PRISON? 
Notes for Potential Prisoners of Conscience 

by Ed Kinane 

Under a government which imprisons any unjustly. the true place for a 
just [person] is also a prison. 

If any think that their influence would be lost fin prison], and their voices no longer 
afflict the ear of the State, that they would not be as an enemy with its walls, they do not 
know by how much troth is stronger than error, nor how much more eloquently and 
effectively [they] can combat injustice who [have] experienced a little in [their] own 
person. 

-- Henry David Thoreau, "On Civil Disobedience" 

These· notes are for those engaging in civil disobedience (a.k.a. divine obedience) and who 
therefore may be risking arrest and imprisonment. Doing time probably will be hard on you and 
your loved ones. It's a major disruption in your lives. But, with preparation and the right mind 
set, much good can result -- both for you personally and for your cause. 

You may want to share these notes with your family and your primary support people. 
Your incarceration may be harder on those left at home. They have to manage without you and 
may well get far less solidarity than you're likely to get as a prisoner of conscience. 

My prison experience comes from taking part in several nonviolent protests against the 
School of the Americas at the main gate of Fort Benning in Georgia. The SOA is a U.S. Army 
school of terrorism and subversion. It trains Latin American soldiers to maintain Latin America 
as a vast pool of cheap labor for U.S. corporations. 

In 1996, as one ofthe "SOA 13," I spent two months in McKean Federal Prison Camp. 
Then in 1998/99, as one of the "SOA 25," I served 12 months in FPC Allenwood. Conditions 
and treatment at these two minimum security prisons were rather better than at FPC Danbury --

--over 
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the v.omen ·s facility in Connecticut where in 1998 my partner Ann spent six months as one ofthe 
··so.-\ 2s ·· 

*** 
If sentenced b~ a federa l court :o prison for a nonviolent action. \vhether a misdemeanor or 
felony. you will probably be se:--.t to a federal minimum security camp. It should be in your region 
of the country Both my camps ".\ ere in Pennsylvania, about four hours drive from home. At your 
sentencing you may e\ en reques that you be sent to a particular camp. The request may or may 
not be honored 

It is likely you \\ill be given "self-surrender. " This means federal marshals won ' t take you 
into custody at sentencing; rat her. several weeks later you will be notified of the date and camp 
you must repo n to on your ov-11 . The reporting date may be no more than several days after 
notification. This interlude benveen sentencing and incarceration is the time not only to settle 
your personal affairs, but also to do media work. If approached right, media are likely to be 
interested in your going to prison for a good -- or controversial -- cause. 

Just before going to prison, you might mail yourself there an (unpadded) envelope with 
items like: address & phone list. press contact list, photos of loved ones, medical needs 
documentation a few paperback books .. .. For sharing and for reference include flyers, fact sheets, 
clippings, etc. on your issue. Most other things you'd like to send to yourself would be 
considered contraband . 

I could bring only money and my eyeglasses in with me. A wedding ring would also have 
been allowed, but no other personal effects. The money was taken and credited to my 
corrunissary account. Rules on what you can bring in with you vary; you might phone the camp 
in advance to check out what their current rule is -- which may or may not be respected the day 
you arrive. Upon entering I was strip-searched ("lift your scrotum, bend over and spread your 
cheeks"). Then I got a set of anny-surplus prison-issue clothes: belt, four undershorts and 
T -shirts, two or three pairs of pants, two or three shirts, steel-tipped shoes, rain poncho, v..inter 
jacket, mittens and cap. 

A minimum security camp is not like prisons you 've seen in movies. It is not 
"Shawsha.nk." At my camps there were no bars, barbed wire, walls, electric fences, or guard 
towers. I never saw a firearm. I could have walked away, though the penalty would have been 
severe. Except from lOPM to 6Al\1, and around count time, I wasn't confined to the dorm. The 
mess hall, work site, athletic facilities, etc. were elsewhere in the compound. 

My two camps looked like suburban community college campuses: one and two story 
buildings amid lawns and landscaping, with baseball diamonds, basketball courts and other athletic 
facilities. These included handball and bocci ball courts, horseshoes, ping pong, pool, and weight 
lifting. I cherished all the green grass and blue skies. Allenwood is on a lovely site surrounded by 
wooded hills. We had lots of Canadian geese. Deer often came to our dorm looking for a 
handout. Such critters made the camp seem more humane. 

I was assigned the top bunk of a very small two-person cubicle in a large room with about 
60 other prisoners. If you are over 60 (or physically impaired) you'll probably get the lower bunk. 
The doorless cubicle gave some, though not much, privacy. I got a lockable locker for my clothes 
and personal effects. My bunkie and I shared a small desk and book shelf. We each had a metal 
folding chair. I used mine to climb up into my ladderless bunk. 

Life immediately became somewhat regimented. After a week' s orientation prisoners are 
assigned a menial job at the lordly sum of 12 cents an hour. At Allenwood even men over 70 were 
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required to work. During orientation you may be able to scout the various departments for a job 
more to yow liking than those ·· fish '" (new first-time prisoners) are typically assigned to . Once 
assigned. we couldn · t transfer to a more suitable job for three months . Unicor. a factory system 
within federal prisons throughout the country. pays prison workers a higher hourly wage. But 
new or short-term prisoners aren ·t eligible. The handy and huge pool of cheap, ununionized labor 
L nicer exploits is one reason L S. prisons are proliferating. 

If you refuse to work. you go to the "hole." This is a medium security punishment cell to 
which you' re confined _3 hours a day: there ' s little contact with staff or other prisoners -- except 
your bunkmate. I once spent 12 days in the hole Because my bunkie and I found plenty to talk 
about (T. was a Viet ~am combat vet and had trained Contras in Honduras), the time flew. But if 
we had been incompatible it might have been rather unpleasant. Some of the "SOA 25'' spent their 
first few days in the hole under "observation" because we were sentenced without the customary 
Pre-Sentencing Report . Our jailors use the PSR to assess whether we are threat to ourselves or 
others. 

This was my typical weekday schedule: 5:45AM wake-up; 6-6 :30 breakfast; 7:30-10:45 
work; 11-noon lunch; noon-3 :30PM work; 4:00 standup count in my cubicle; 4 :30-5:00 dinner; 
IOP~f count in my cubicle; 10:30 lights off in the dorm. We could use the game room or TV 
room or phones after lights out . On the weekend, wake-up and breakfast are an hour later. On 
weekends my time was mostly my own. except I had to be in my cubicle for the 10:30A..\1 
standup count. Prisons take these counts very seriously. Ifyou 're not where you're supposed to 
be at count you can go to the hole. 

Given our draconian drug laws, many -- maybe most -- minimum security prisoners are in 
for drug "crimes." Most are people of color. None is being incarcerated for violent offenses. 
Allenwood has a lot of white collar criminals. Apart from these, many are probably in prison 
because they couldn't afford their own lawyer. Few are a physical threat to society. Virtually all 
belong in rehab programs or other alternatives to incarceration. Many have families which 
needlessly suffer by their absence. This is even far more true of women prisoners, most of whom 
have children. 

The dorm often got loud and the language rather coarse. Earplugs were contraband, but 
luckily I was able to get some from guys working heavy equipment. While prisoners and staff 
were occasionally loutish, I seldom felt menaced. I never felt sexually threatened. Although 
several times I heard about fights (and, therefore, about those involved going to the hole or being 
shipped out to medium security facilities), I never witnessed physical violence. Many prisoners 
had their rough edges, but most seemed decent. Most minded their own business; they just 
wanted to do their time with as few hassles as possible. 

Even some of the guards seemed decent (especially when other staff weren't present). 
Others could be petty or officious or vindictive. Many lacked professionalism and were 
poorly-trained. Most, but not all, guards were male. Unfortunately -- and very inappropriately -
this was also true at Danbury. 

In Sartre's play No Exit hell is other people. For me the worst part about prison was the 
crowding -- crowding in the dorm, in the mess hall, in the visiting room. It can seem like you, 
your bunkie and your neighbors are aware of each others' every move and sound. I would have 
gladly traded in my first three bunkmates. My fourth was a very likable Colombian soccer player. 
My fifth and I had little in common, came from very different worlds; but our time together was 
stress-free. Along with bunkie can come bunkie's buddies. These can be intrusive. You might 

-over 
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seek to transfer to another cubicle. But doing so entails dealing with staff-- something I sought 
to avoid . 

One of the nas~ i er realities of prison is snitches. Prisoners can win concessions of various 
sorts and even get sentences reduced if they inform on others. So. be discreet . Alsq: don't be 
nosy. or fraternize too much with staff -- prisoners get suspicious Snitches can suffer reprisals. 
It's standard prison et iquette not to ask someone abo'ut what got them into prison. The time I 
went to the hole was because a snitch reported I was talking to an unauthorized visitor -- an 83 
year-old friend \vho had no idea he had to go through a screening process before visiting. 

At Allenwood in our residence unit there were two TV rooms, each with six TVs. Every 
TV was set on a different channel and, blessedly, was silent. To access audio you had to have 
earphones, purchasable from the conunissary. The TVs were on round the clock. They are a 
great pacifier. 

We weren't allowed to posess cash or checks, etc.; our money was held in our 
conunissary account. At a designated hour once a week, we could shop at the commissary. There 
was a limited range of junk food, groceries, vitamins, toiletries, clothes, stationary, tobacco 
products, etc. If you have it, you might want to start your account with about $250. You may 
immediately want to buy a watch. sneaks, bathrobe, sweatsuit, walkma~ postage, some food, and 
a combination lock for your locker. 

Although I was in pauperis (i.e. the court found me to be without income or assets), 
while in prison, our local SOA Watch solidarity group provided me a monthly stipend. The mail 
room automatically deposited their postal money orders in my conunissary account. As I got a 
hefty fine, very early on my "counselor" asked me to authorize a $25 . monthly fine deduction 
from my account. Although I generally refuse to pay political fines, I signed. Ifyou refuse, they 
will find ways to make your prison sojourn more difficult (though not unbearable) . This can limit 
the outreach you ' re able to do while incarcerated. 

If you ' re not in pauperis, you'll probably be pressured to pay more. My sense was that 
my counselor was himself under severe pressure to wring fine money out of prisoners. 
Apparently the prison gets its cut of fines collected. You ' ll need to go through your "counselor" 
for most administrative matters; the title is misleading: slhe's a paper pushing cop. Many staff are 
resistant to working -- much less doing anything for a prisone·r, even answering questions. Why 
such stonewalling? A) it's just another way to put the screws to you; b) the less you know, the 
more control they have (prison is all about control); c) often staff simply don't have the answers 
and won't admit it; and d) they're oppressed underlings wary of sticking their necks out. 

The mess hall served three hasty meals a day, cafeteria style. I was pleasantly surprised: 
the food was diverse and occasionally tasty. Someone in the kitchen gave a damn. There was 
enough healthy food for large appetites and there were usually adequate alternatives for non-meat 
eaters like me. Vegans, or those with kosher or other special diet needs, arranged a "common 
fare" diet through their chaplain. This may be difficult to do if you haven't declared a religious 
affiliation upon entering prison. At Allenwood there was a range of religious services and 
fellowship available by denomination. Allenwood honored Islamic, Jewish and Christian holy 
days for prisoners in those traditions. The usual legal holidays were observed as well . 

Mail call was nightly Monday through Friday. All incoming mail is opened, inspected for 
drugs and other contraband, and may be read by staff. Staff usually opened correspondence from 
my pro bono lav.yers, unread, in my presence. Receiving a package required prior authorizatio~ 
but we could receive paperback books if they carne in an envelope. Hard cover books could only 
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be sent by a bookstore or publisher. You had buy postage in the commisssary. I could seal my 
outgoing mail which normally wouldn't be opened by staff. Each camp may have its OV~n mail 
regulations. To avoid their mail being returned to them, you might send a copy of the mailing regs 
to your frequent correspondents 

As a prisoner of conscience, especially in such a popular campaign as closing the School 
of the Americas. [ got lots of solidarity mail from all over the country. That was heartening, but 
also awkward because so many in the dorm got little or no mail. Our prison mailing address 
appeared repeatedly in the Sue/ear Resister and in numerous movement newsletters. You may 
want to answer every note indi,.idually; this is time-consuming, but it ' s a great way to help get 
others invested in your issue Alternatively. you might periodically respond with a mass mailing: 
wTite a ''dear friends" letter and have an outside support person copy it and mail it to the list you 
provide. You can use such a letter to educate and organize. 

Smoking was permitted outdoors only. Thanks to the gym and track, etc. many leave 
prison in much better shape than when they went in. But prison is not a good place to be ill. Sick 
call is at 6Al\1. The medical and dental staff aren't necessarily dedicated to your health and 
well-being; they suspect you're a malinger. If you have any medical condition, do all you can to 
deal with it before going into prison. Get your teeth cleaned and repaired beforehand. Prison 
dentists are notorious for pulling teeth. 

We weren't allowed to bring in our own medications or have them sent to us. The prison 
doctor would have to prescribe any meds we'd use, and these usually would be generic and not 
those your outside doctor had prescribed. To avoid being assigned a job where I'd be on my feet 
a lot, before I went in I had a podiatrist document my bad feet. When I had to fill out a fonn 
regarding my health, I noted my poor hearing; I did this thinking it just might cover me ifi was 
about to be disciplined for not heeding some order over the PA system. 

In prison you can't get phone calls. In a family emergency you might be able to get a call 
through the counselor or chaplain. At Danbury Ann could make collect calls to anyone -- though 
the phone rates were exorbitant. At Allenwood I could only call numbers that were previously 
authorized by my counselor. But it was cheaper because I wasn' t calling collect. The charges 
were deducted from my conunissary account. I usually called Ann -- we were in prison at different 
times -- in the morning before work to avoid waiting in line to use the phone. Calls were limited 
to 15 minutes, and subject to monitoring. The monitoring is undetectable. Thanks to the 
monitoring two of the guys I worked with were punished when one of them got on the line when 
the other placed a call. Both had conunissary and phoning privileges suspended for a few weeks. 

Several days a week for at least several hours you may be able to receive visits, but usually 
only if your visitors have returned an application you've sent them and been approved. Visiting 
hours and regulations differ from prisony to prison. You might get a copy of the visiting regs 
during orientation an.d send them to your potential visitors so they won't run afoul of the regs. 
For several months at Allenwood we were strip-searched after every visit. That seemed to have 
been a temporary aberration foisted on staff and prisoners alike by a new "get-tough" warden. 

Federal prisons have both law libraries and reading libraries. Some reading libraries are 
wretched (Danbury); some are quite good (Allenwood). I was able to use interlibrary loan. At 
Allenwood the law library had a ten-cent-a-copy photocopy machine accessed with a photo 
ID/commissary card. If you don't have a high school diploma, you will be required to take the 
GED course. Other optional skills and academic courses may be available. At Allenwood these 
were mostly taught by prisoners. You may find yourself offering to teach one. 

-over 
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Each point in your penal journey -- arrest, trial, sentencing, self-surrendering, going to the 
hole. release -- is an opportunity for doing press work in your home town. with your alumni and 
professional organizations. or faith community, etc. After my sentencing our local daily ran an 
editorial. "Going to Prison for a Good Cause." To get effective press out of your civil 
disobedience action, read Jasor. Salzman's excellent Making the News: A guide for·non-profits 
and activists . \Vestview Press. I 998, paperback , $I 9. 95, 289pp. It isn't egocentrism to use the 
personal hook to publicize your cause. Or the injustice of your prosecution ... or the abuses of 
your incarceration or of the penal system as a whole (see attached bibliography). 

*** 

Phil Berrigan says, "Use their time against them." I thought of my time as a federally-subsidized 
sabbatical or retreat. Many prisoners of conscience use their time "accompanying" fellow 
prisoners: being a tutor, a resource, a friend. In prison I read scores of good books. Through 
correspondence I "met" or deepened my relationship with good people. I took satisfaction in the 
simple, low-consumption lifestyle- low by U.S. standards, not by campesino standards. · 
Whatever deprivation I might have suffered was a passing inconvenience compared to what Latin 
Americans suffer at the hands of SOA grads. Given what was at stake, I felt my prison time was a 
pittance. Knov.ing that our prison witness was helping to build the SOA campaign was a 
sustaining joy. 

Being in prison is consciousness raising -- like going on one of those movement 
delegations to Chiapas or Colombia. There's much to be learned-- especially by those of us with 
middle class origins-- from the stark experience of those who have led much harder lives: Or 
who have gotten a much rawer deal. 

In the U.S. the prison system is burgeoning. It can only do so through an enormous 
amount of injustice. It's essential that activists gain firsthand experience in this Gulag in order to 
help retard its proliferation. Being a deliberate prisoner of conscience is qualitatively different 
from serving time either as a victim of the system or as a victimizer of others . . It is as different as 

. honor and stigma. 
Frequently people wrote expressing sympathy for my "lack of freedom." This led me to 

· reflect on the constraints and opportunities that go with being in prison vs. being out on the street. 
Each side of the gate had a different configuration of constraints and opportunities. But I'm not 
sure whether as a prisoner of conscience I had more constraints or fewer opportunities than when 
I was on the street. I do know that prison was where I needed to be. 

When I got out I became a more sought after speaker and had more credibility as an 
·actiVIst. I came out more empowered than when I went in. I'm a freer person now precisely 
··because I followed my conscience, committed civil disobedience, and experienced incarceration. 

Ed and Ann are longtime Central America solidarity activists who over the years have worked 
closely with Peace Brigades Inremational. Since 199-lthey have been active in SOA Watch. 
Ann is a former public health m1rse, now full-time activist. 

--more 
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CO~IPELLING READL'iG 0~ U.S. PRISON ISSUES 

Being in prison is the ideal time to bone up on prison issues. To frame 
your experience and round out your picture of the entire Gulag. here's a 
brief biblio. I read all of these either in, or before I went to, prison. 

- The Nuclear Resister, a wonderful quarterly tabloid focusing on civil disobedience, trials and 
incarcerations of antinuclear, anti-imperial and disarmament activists. Excellent coverage of 
anti-SOA CD actions. Address: do Jack & Felice-Cohen-Joppa, POB 43383, Tucson, AZ, 
85733. 
- Prison Legal News, a highly respected 28-page monthly, edited by prisoners. Address: 2400 
NW 80th Street, PMB 148, Seattle, WA 98117; one year: SIS prisoners, $25 others. 
- Amnesty International, United States of America Rights for All. NY, October, 1998. See 
especially the chapter on prison conditions. 
- (eds.) Daniel Burton-Rose, Dan Pens and Paul Wright, The Ceiling of America: An inside look 
at the U.S. prison industrv. Common Courage, 1998. Excellent analysis ofthe US' fastest 
growing industry. 
-Samuel H. Day, Jr., Crossing the Line: From editor to activist to inmate. Fortkamp, 1991. A 
lively autobiography. 
-John Dear, S.J., The Sacrament of Civil Disobedience, Fortkamp, 1994. Of particular interest 
to devout Catholic activists. 
-H. Bruce Franklin, Prison Writing in 20th-centurv America. Penguin, 1998. A rich anthology of 
fiction and nonfiction, poetry and prose, about prison. 
-Jennifer Haines, Bread & Water: A spiritual ioumey. Orbis, 1997. Intense, meticulous 
exploration of doing uncompromising resistance within prison. 
- Mumia Abu-JamaL Live From Death Row. Addison-Wesley, 199.5. Tells his own story. 
Timely. Infuriating. 
- Sister Helen Prejean, Dead Man Walking: An eyewitness account of the death penalty in the 
United States, Vmtage, 1993. As gripping as the film. Useful appendices on the death penalty 
issue. 
- (ed.) Elihu Rosenblatt, Criminal Injustice: Confronting the prison crisis. South End Press, 1996.:. 
Excellent companion volume to The Ceiling of America . 

••• 
This article may be reproduced non-commercially. If published, please send us a copy: 

Ed Kinane & Ann Tdfany 
340 Midland Ave. 
Syracuse, NY 13202 phone: (315) 478-4571 
e-mail: anntiffan~.com edkinane@~.com 

J £/(' J.d ,..), (/ f..,1 t 'Z d A , 
[Jan. 2000 revision of notes for Nov. '99 SOAW nonviolence training] 
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SOA W Prisoners of Conscience 
compiled by Mary Trotochaud 

August, 1983 

Fr. Roy Bourgeois MM (18 months) 

Linda Ventimiglia (15 months) 

Fr. Larry Rosebaugh (15 months) 

November 16, 1990 

Fr. Roy Bourgeois (14 months, 2yrs probation) 

Charlie Liteky (6 months) 

Pat Liteky (6 months) 

SOA 13- November 16, 1994 and 1995 

Fr. Roy Bourgeois MM (6 months) 

Fr. Bill Bichsel SJ (4 months) 

Br. Fred Mercy (2 months) 

Joanne Lingle (2 months) 

Sr. Claire O'Mara (2 months) 

Ed Kinane (2 months) 

Bill Corrigan (2 months) 

Ray LaPorte (2 months) 

John X. Linnehan (2 months) 

Joe Zito (2 months) 

Louie DeBenedette (.J months) 

Will Prior (2 months) 

Bob Holstein (2 months) 

SOA 5- September 29, 1997 

Fr. Bill Bichsel SJ (12 months, 2 yrs probation) 

Ed Kinane (f 0 months, 2 yrs probation) 

Sr. Marge Eilerman (8 months, 2 yrs probation) 

Kathleen Rumpf (12 months, 2 yrs probation) 

Mary Trotochaud (8 months, 2 yrs probation) 

SOA 25- November 17,1997 

Fr. Roy Bourgeois MM (6 months) 

Fr. Bill Bichsel SJ (6 months) 

Rev. Dr. Nick Cardell (6 months) 

Mary Early (6 months) 

Sr. Marge Eilerman (6 months) 

Sr. Mary Kay Flanigan (6 months) 

Anne Hermann (6 months) 

Paddy Inman (6 months) 

Chris Jones (6 months) . 

Rev. Ken Kennon (6 months) 

Ed Kinane (6 months) 

Dwight Lawton (6 months) 

Rita Lucey (6 months) 

Bill McNulty (6 months) 

Sr. Megan Rice (6 months) 

Carol Richardson (6 months) 

Dan Sage (6 months) 

--over 



Doris Sage (6 months) 

Randy Serraglio (6 months) 

Sr. Rita Steinhagen (6 months) 

Richard Streb (6 monthsJ 

Ann Tiffany (6 months) 

Mary Trotochaud (6 months) 

Judith Williams (6 months) 

Ruthy Woodring (6 months) 

Pentai:on/Ft. Dennin& - September 29, 1997 
& March 4, 1998 

Pat Liteky (24 months) 

SOA 10- November 1999 

Rev. Brooks Anderson (3 months) 

Judy Bierbaum (3 months) 

Tom Bottolene(3 months) 

Rev. Charles Butler (3 months) 

Gerhard Fischer (3 months) 

Kathleen Fisher (12 months probation) 

John Honeck (3 months) 

Margaret Knapke (3 months) 

Charlie Liteky (12 months) 

Sr. Megan Rice (6 months) 

SOA 26- November 2000 

Rev. David Corcoran (6 months) 

Mary Lou Benson (6 months) 

Russell De Young (6 months) 

John Ewers (6 months) 

Jack Gilroy (6 months) 

Clare Hanrahan (6 months) 

Martha Hay>vard (3 years probation) 

Rachel Hayward (6 months) 

Sr. Dorothy Hennessey (6 months) 

Sr. Gwen Hennessey (6 months) 

Rita Hohneshell (3 months) 

John Hunt Jr. (6 months) 

Steve Jacobs (12 months) 

Rebecca Kanner (6 months) 

Joel Kilgour (1 month) 

Richard John Kinane (6 months) 

Sr. Elizabeth Anne McKenzie (6 months) 

Karl Meyer (6 months) 

Lois Putzier (6 months) 

Eric Robison (6 months) 

Sr. Miriam Spencer (6.months) 

Kathryn Temple (2 years probation) 

William Houston (6 months) 

Hazel Tulecke (3 months) 

Mary Alice Vaughn (6 months) 

Josh Raisler Cohn (6 months) 

PENTAGON- APRIL 2001 

Eric Robison (3 days) 

Ally Styan (3 days) 
(GWprisonersofconscience!MayO l l 



THE SOA 37: sentenced July, 2002 

For the entire week of July 11 , thirty-seven SOA Watchers were tried by 
Magistrate G. Mallon Faircloth in Columbus federal court. All were chr;rged with 
trespass at Benning on November 18, 2001. With the guidance of our pro bono 
lawyer, Bill Quigley ofLoyola Law School, New Orleans, several of the defendants 
went pro se:-lf 

For the first time ever, one of our defendants was found not guilty. While 
Lisa had "crossed the line," she alone was arrested on the city-side of the fence. 
The others had all either crossed under or walked around the fence on to the base. 

Four of the defendants refused "se(f surrender" and, upon sentencing, were 
immediately taken in shackles to the Muskogee County Jail. 0 

SENTENCED TO SIX 
MONTHS IN PRISON 
Maxwell E. Sadler of Waterville, 
Maine. with $2.500 fine 
Kenneth F. Crowley. 60, Houston, 
educator, with $1.000 fine 

Michael Pasquale, 33, Syracuse, 
Catholic charities employment 
program director, with $1.000 fine 

0 The Rev. Jerome Zawada, 65, 
Cedar Lake, Ind., 
priest/Franciscan friar 

Mary Margaret Dean, 37, Chicago, SENTENCED TO 90 
children's physical therapist, with DAYS IN PRISON 
$1.000 fine 
Kathleen Desautels, 64, Chicago. The Rev. Charles Booker-Hirsch, 
Catholic nun. Providence of St. 41, of Ann Arbor, Mich .. 
Mary of the Woods Presbyterian minister, with $500 

0 Toni Flynn. 56, Valyermo, Calif.. fine 
Catholic worker Kathleen Shields Boylan, 58, 
Catherine Fontanazza. 53, Washington. D.C., Catholic worker 
Milwaukee. teacher, with $1,000 Jonna Cohen, 20. Denver. 
fine MacAllister College student 
Chantilly J. Geigle, 19, Salem. * Abigail M. Miller, 23, 
Ore., peace activist, with $1,000 Harrisonburg, Va .. community 
fine worker. with $500 fine 

0 11< Peter A. Gelderloos. 19. . . 0-*Summer Lisa Nelson, Missoula, 
Harnsonburg, Va ., peace act1v1st Mont.. environmentalist. with * John E. Heid of Luck, Wis. $500 fine 
The Rev. Erik Johnson. 57, Susan Jean Daniels, 41 , 
Knoxville, Tenn., Presbyterian Pembroke, Va .. doctoral student 
minister. with $1.000 fine Nancy Gowen, 68, Richmond, Va .. 
Niklan M. Jones-Lezama. 38, peace activist. with $500 fine 
Blacksburg, Va., peace activist Palmer D. Legare, Springfield, 
Rae S. Kramer, 55, Syracuse. N.Y.. Mass .. Springfield College student. 
domestic violence trainer, with with $500 fine 
$5,000 fine 0 Laura MacDonald, 23. Syracuse, 
The Rev. William O'Donnell, 72, Catholic worker, with $500 fine 
Berk~ley, Calif., Catholic parish Thomas S. Mahedy, 39. of Wall 
priest. with $1.000 fine Township, N.J. . laborer 

Richard M. Ring, 33, Atlanta, 
paralegal, with $500 fine 
Michael Sobol, 18, Denver. 
graduated high school in May, 
with $500 fine 
Janice Sevre-Duszynska, 52, 
Lexington. Ky., Catholic school 
teacher, with $500 fine 
Louis Vitale, 70, San FranCisco, 
Franciscan priest 

SENTENCED TO SIX 
MONTHS' PROBATION, 
$500 FINE 
Brigid Conarchy, 23, Chicago, 
Catholic community worker 
Linda Hblzbaur. 45, Ithaca, N.Y .. 
Catholic worker 
Shannon McManimon~ 26, 
Philadelphia. Catholic worker 
Ralph Madsen, 68. Newtonville, 
Mass., retired elementary teacher 
David O'Neill and Jennifer Lee 
Sturgis, Elkton, Va., husband and 
wHe · 
Leone Reinbold, 24, Oakland, 
Cal(!., assistant harbormaster 

FOUND NOT GUILTY 
Defendant Lisa Ann Hughes, 36. 
of West Harttord, Vt.. was found 
not guilty of trespass onto the 
military post. 

[GWsoa37sentences!Nov'02} 



tPRESENTE! 
Ten Arrested at Ft. Benning Reenacting SOA Murder of Salvadoran Jesuits 
Ed Kinane 

~ ROMNOVEMBER 11 toNovember 16, r people from around the country held a 
vigil and fast just outside the main entrance to 
Ft. Benning. November 11 is Veterans Day; 
November 16 is the anniversary of the killing 
in 1989 of six Jesuit priests, their co~worker 
and her daughter in El Salvador. 

The 3/93 UN Truth Commission Report 
cited 26 Salvadoran military officers for that 
atrocity. Of those, 19 were graduates of the US 
Army's notorious School of the Americas. 
The SOA is at Ft. Benning. 

Ft. Benning is a vast army training base 
immediately south of Columbus, GA and 
across the Chattahoochee River from Ala

. ~ · bama. The SOA, founded in 1946, moved here 
' ' in 1984 after being thrown out of Panama. 

Using Spanish-speaking instructors, it trains 
'Latin American inilitary officers in combat 
'and counter-insurgency skills. 

\ .. , 
We hold the six day vigil and fast to 

observe the anniversary of the slain Jesuits 
and to publicize this secretive school. From 10 
AM to 5 PM each day, in mostly freezing or 
near freezing weather, we stand near the stone 
wall with its "Welcome to Fort Benning" sign. 
Facing traffic, in the median between the lanes 
going in and out of the base, we hold banners 
like, "CLOSE US ARMY'S SCHOOL OF 
ASSASSINS." Some drivers flash thumbs up 
or peace signs . A few shout obscenities or flip 
us the fmger. 

Thirty yards north in a tiny apartment 
facing the wall is the office of S.O.A. Watch, 
the organiZation sponsoring the vigil. S.O.A. 
Watch, founded by Fr. Roy Bourgeois, moni
tors the . School and since the early '90s has 
been working with relentless persistence to 
see it closed. 

The fast and vigil end on Friday the 16th 
with an 11 AM Eucharist celebrated by Fr. 
Bix. The liturgy is inclusive: not everyone 
taking part is Catholic. The Eucharist-{)! 

· communion- in the Catholic tradition involves 
eating bread and drinking wine together. The 
bread and wine, consecrated by a priest, is said 
to be transformed into the body and blood of 
Jesus. 

Jesus, let us recall, was an' agitator and 
educator among the poor in occupied Pales
tine. He was tortured and killed by soldiers 
with the connivance of local collaborators. 
Together they served Rome, the prevailing 
imperial superpower. In this modern era the 
SOA trains such soldiers and collaborators. 
They, too, kill those who work for social 
justice among the poor. 

At the liturgy, there are over 20 vigilers, 
a reporter from the Columbus daily Ledger
Enquirer and two TV news crews. No one 
from The Bayonet, the Ft. Benning weekly, 
seems to be on hand. Hovering nearby in 
parked unmarked cars are plain clothes secu
rity personnel. 

After communion, one by one the names 
of each of the eight victims are called out: 

Ignacio Ellacuria S.J. 
Arnando Lopez S.J. 

Joaquin Lopez y Lopez S.J. 
Ignacio Martin-Baro S.J . 

Segundo Montes S.J. 
Juan Ramon Moreno S.J. 

Elba Julia Rarnos 
Celina Ramos. 

With each name the vigilers collectively 
respond, "iPresente!" TIJis Spanish word sig
nifies that a martyr is resurrected and is present 
among us. For each name a vigiler steps for
ward and has theatrical blOod daubed sacra
mentally on her or his face. 

Just as the eighth "presente" rings out, 
two other vigilers .light flares and put them by 

The "Ft Benning Ten" 
Arrested were: Claire O'Mara, 74 year 

old Ursuline nun, New Rochelle,NY; Roy 
Bourgeois, VietNam vet and Maryknoll priest, 
Coltimbus,GA; BiU ("Bix") Bichsel, Jesuit 
priest and former college dean, Tacoma,WA 
Catholic Worker; JoAnne Lingle; mother of 
eight, Indianapolis, IN; Bill Corrigan, WWII 
veteran, Marietta,GA; Bob Holstein, trial law
yer and former Jesuit seminarian, 
Riverside,CA; Louie De Benedette, VietNam 
era vet, Uncasville,CT; Ray Laport, WWII 
veteran and Pax Christi staff person, Erie, P A; 
Joe Zito, school psychologist, Albany,GA; 
and Ed Kinane, Fordham (Jesuit) College 
alumnus, Syracuse, NY. 

each roadside, and two others position them
selves facing traffic and hold aloft signs read
ing, "CAUTION- SOA MASSACRE IN 
PROORESS." Two others, dressed as SOA 
soldiers in fatigues and camouflage jackets, 
pick up cardboard machine guns . . One puts a 
camouflage hood over his face, and points his 
gun at the communicants. Gutterally he shouts: 
"SUBVERSIVES! UP AGAINST THE 
WALL!" 

At that, eight communicants each repre
senting a specific victim, go over to the Wel
come to Fort Benning sign, thereby entering 
the base. 

"Get down!" the hooded soldier shouts. 
The eight shed their jackets and lay face 

down in the grass, mother and daughter clutch
ing each other. Each wears a bloodied white 
blouse. The two soldiers begin executing the 
eight by putting their cardboard guns to each 
head. The head is targeted because in the real 
massacre the Jesuits- the alleged .brams .0f 
the popular resistance-:--'-had their brains.blo\.vn 
out and scattered across . the linN-n .. At each 
head the gun is jerked abruptly t~ ~irnulate 
re<:9il, and the soldier shouts, '!You're deadr' 

Soon Capt John Doolittle from.the Judge 
Advocate General's office ·at Ft >~ennil}g, ; 
arrives. He is. also wearing ff\tig~uis , Turning 
his back .to the martyrs, he reads aloucl a 

ill stat•t:m•ent · to the press and the ;remaining 
vigilers . It says: anyone entering Ft. Benning 

~ with a political agenda will be subject to 
~arrest. 

Author Ed Kinane, 'dressed to kill" at the entrance to 
Ft. Benning 

cont'd on hext page 
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Ft. Benning Arrests cont'd 
from page 5 

But just as we had anticipated, "ti1ey" get 
clever and apparently decide not to arrest 
us .. . at least pot while the media's at hand. The 
Schqol of thfi .Amer}cas c·~~ti~~tes a lo~ pro-
file , . . 

~er . about 20 mim,1tes· of the victims 
lying jackt;h)c;:ss on .t,p.e gro!lld, we activate 
Plan B. 'fl\e hooded soldier shouts, "Get up!" 
Eacl). viet~ gets up, and with arms raised, all 
begin trudging in a cqlumn along the medi~n. 
Our destination: the SOA building three miles 
into the base. 

0\ll' twq soldiers follow behind brandish
ing their cardboard guns. Accompanying us 
are TV camera crews on foot a\'ld in a vehicle, 
and at a distance, some MPs. MPs back at the 
main gate keep traffic from entering the base. 
When we are less than a mile into the base, at 
an isolated stretch of road, the MPs make their · 
move . 

As they come at us, the eight victims 
again go prostrate in the grass. The hooded 
soldier again re-enacts the ' 89 massacre, shoot
ing ihe victims in the head one by one. When 
he gets to the sixth, the police shout "Stop!" 

But he keeps on. A cop grabs him, pushes 
him and rips the cardboard out of his hand. It 
is this s.cene--the executions and the cop'~ 
roughncss-'--that is shown close-up · on that 
night's 6 o'clock news on botil local TV sta
tions. 

Although we aren't.handcuffed, we are 
all under arrest. A blue bus pulls up to take us 
to the MP compound. 1be tableau ( captu,red in 
a prominent photo in tile nell.i day's Ledger
Enquirer) eerily resembles what has occurred 
many times over tile years on isolated roads in 
Central America: soldiers stop a bus and order 
all the campasinos off, the soldiers then sepa
rate out some men .. . and execute them. 

Because this is the core and not the pe
riphery of the lmperi1un, our fate is different. 
The MPs treat us courteously and hold us four 
or five hours. Before being bussed off base, 
we're handed ban and bar letters and given 
appearance tickets. We're charged with crimi-. 
nal trespass. We'll be tried in Federal District 
Comt in Columbus, probably in the spring. 

Ed, a PNL contributing editor, wC'·" - •f" ith 
Peace Brigades lnte:rnational. In fall 
while providing protective occ ornpat .. . , tent 
in El Salvador, he saw first-hand the terror .11/J 

caused by SOA grads. . . '4~ 
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~ Guilty of Telling the Truth 
"S.O.A. 13" Off to Prison 
Ed Kinane #862 79-020 

0 N APRIL 29 the "S.O.A. 13" were 
found guilty of criminal trespass, a 

mi\demeanor, in federal court in Columbus, 
GA. The charge stemmed from actions at Fort 
Benning, GA, site of the US Army's School of 
the Americas. 

We were all granted "self-surrender. "This 
means, instead of having been taken into cus
tody immediately upon being found guilty, we 
report to wherever each of us is assigned at a 
date to be decided by the feds. We were freed 
on a $5000 unsecured bond. 

On May 24 I learned that I must report to 
McKean County Correctional Facility in 
Bradford, PA on May 31. Bradford is just 
southwest of Olean, NY, maybe five hours ' 
drive from Syracuse. I'll be in the minimum 

r security camp there. Each of the defendants 
wil! serve time at a separate facility. 

Besides me, the defendants include Fr. 
Roy Bourgeois, the Maryknoll priest and 
former Viet Nam naval officer who founded 
S.O.A. Watch. Since 1990 S.O.A. Watch has 
campaigned tirelessly to close the School. The 
other felons included a trial lawyer, a Jesuit 
pri ..:st, a school psychologist, a Viet Nam era 
ve t, two World War IT vets, a mother of eight, 
a 75 year old Ursuline nun, a former priest and 
superintendant of schools, and a former pro
fessional baseball player. 

We were all arrested at Fort Benning by 
military polic~n two separate occasions 
exactly a year apart. Three were arrested on 
November 16, 1994 for chaining shut the 
doors of the S.O.A.; ten were arrested on 
November 16, 1995 forre-enacting (with card
board machine guns) the November 16, 1989 
killing of eight Salvadorans, including six 
Jesuit priests [See Jan. '96 PNL. ]. The killers 
were members of the Salvadoran military's 
Atlacatl Battalion who had trained at the School 
of the Americas. 

Although barely known to the US taxpay
ers who fund it, the S.O.A. is well known 

r' hroughout Latin America as the "School of 
Assa ~sins. "In its 50 shadowy years theS.O.A., 
using Spanish-speaking instructors, has trained 
60,000 Latin American soldiers in combat and 
ant i -insurgency skills. The School's nasty little 

secret is that the " insurgents" tend to be work
ers, peasants, teachers, labor organizers, hu
man rights activists, nuns and priests-i.e. 
"commies." (In 1980 in El Salvador various 
S.O.A.-trained military officers assassinated, 
among many others, Archbishop Oscar 
Romero and four US women, including an 
Ursuline and two Maryknoll nuns.) 

On the morning of the trial, scores of 
supporters from all over the country rallied at 
the courthouse. Robert Richter, the producer 
of several Academy Award-nominated docu
mentaries, and his camera man were there 
filming. The event was made more colorful by 
two bold banners created by Central New 
Yorkers: Jaci Domin's proclaimed, GUILTY OF 

TEUlNG TilE TRtJTH; Rose Mannara's read, 
INDICT TilE SCHOOL OF TilE AMERJCAS FOR TER
RORISM. 

The courtroom was packed. Our trial was 
a bench trial, i.e. there was no jury. It was 
conducted by judge J. Robert Elliot, 84, a.k.a. 
"Maximum Bob." Elliott has twice previously 
sentenced Roy Bourgeois to prison terms to
talling over three years. In the courtroom were 
Congressmen George Brown (D-CA), a per
sonal friend of Bob Holstein, one of the defen
dants, and Joseph Kennedy (D-MA), who 
introduced anti-S.O.A. bills in the House. [See 
box on page 17.] 

We were defended pro bono by two fine 
lawyers, David Grindle of Columbus and Pe
ter Thompson of Minneapolis. David is affili
ated with the Georgia ACLU; Peter had previ
ously defended Roy in a case he had argued 
before the Supreme Court. 

The charge against us stemmed from our 
engaging in "partisan political activity" on a 
military base otherwise open to the public-a 
no-no according to base regs. To expedite the 
trial we stipulated to the facts concerning our 
"trespass." So the prosecution had no need to 
call any witnesses. It rested its case immedi
ately upon submitting the stipulation to Elliott. 

Our attorneys began the defense by ques
tioning three subpeonaed witnesses. Each was 
local: a civilian lawyer working on the base, a 
Latino employed by the Columbus Chamber 
of Commerce who heads a civilian S.O.A. 
support group , and the Cuban-American 
widow of a millionaire businessman. Their 
testimony showed that political activity in 
support of the S.O.A. frequently goes on at 
Fort Benning. It became clear that, in being 
arrested for opposing the School, we had been 

selectively prosecuted in violation of our first 
amendment rights. While we knew this argu
ment wouldn't fly ' in this court, David and 
Peter were laying groundwork for the eventual 
appeaL 

After the three hostile witnesses, five of 
the defendants testified . While Ell iott didn't 
permit us to testify as fully as we would have 
liked, we were able to say something about our 
motivation. Several of us had worked in Latin 
America and had seen firsthand the systemic 
violence there which S.O.A. grads actively 
maintain. 

We all got to make pre-sentencing state
ments as Elliott told each separately he or she 
was guilty. Elliott had already granted our 
request that we be sentenced at the trial
rather than after a customary several weeks' 
delay. Those of us coming from as far away as 
New York, New Mexico, Connecticut, Penn
sylvania, California, and Washington weren't 
eager to return yet again to Georgia. We had 
all returned in February for the arraignment 
and were tired of the commute. 

In his statement Fr. Bill "Bix" Bichsel, 
S.J. told Elliott that this coming November 16 
there would be far more of us at the Fort 
Benning gate to once again commemorate the 
slaughter of the six Jesuits and to call for the 
close of the S.O.A. This, and Bix 's inviting the 
judge to join us then, brought sustained ap
plause from the gallery. I think Elliott was so 
W<:en aback that he forgot to use his gavel. 
Later, supporters spoke of how moving the 
defendants' testimony and statements had 
been. There has even been talk of editing and 
publishing the transcript. 

Elliott gave Roy the maximum penalty of 
six months in prison. Fr. Bix and Lou De 
Benedette, the two repeat offenders, each got 
two four month sentences-to be served con
currently. The rest of us, all first timers (at Fort 
Benning anyway), were sentenced to two 
months. 

Among us were two women, Jo Anne 
Lingle and Sister Claire O'Mara, OSU, who 
had never been arrested anywhere before. 
Elliott sentenced them before the rest of us, to 
three years ' probation. But after all the other 
defendants were sentenced to prison, JoAnne 
and Sister Claire requested prison instead of 
probation. They told the judge they wanted to 
be in solidarity with their co-defendants and 

S.O.A. 13 con't on next page 
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S.O.A. 13 can't from 
page15 
didn't want special treatment because of their 
gender. Elliott, ever the Southern gentleman, 
obliged by giving them each two months in 
prison. In doing so he declared, "I have a soft 
spot in my heart for women." 

Our sentences weren ' t unexpected, but 
they are untypically harsh. People of con
science exercising their flrst amendment rights 
protesting the military machine are frequently 
charged with trespass at military bases-with
out having to serve time. I've even been ar
rested for trespass at the White House, the 
Supreme Court and CIA headquarters (not to 
mention frequently at our own Griffiss AFB) 
without ever before being sentenced to prison. 

While we're in prison the many S.O.A. 
killers and those who teach torture at the 
S.O.A. will continue unindicted. But the pub
licity around our protests, trial and sentences 
helps fuel the movement to close the School. 

Both our November '95 action and the trial 
were front page news in Columbus, where the 
military is the main industry. On May 3 the 
Boston Globe editorialized against the S.O.A. 
The story was also picked up by the AP and 
CNN. 

In Central New York both WRVO and 
W AER radio news ran stories on April29. On 
May 1 the Syracuse Herald Journal published 
an excellent editorial, "Going to jail for a good 
cause," by M.C. Burns. The Syracuse New 
Times' Russ Tarby wrote a good article, "Ex
posing the 'School of Assassins' ." Other de
fendants, especially JoAnne and Sister Claire, 
also got excellent hometown coverage. For 
me, our civil disobedienc~responding to a 
higher law-and the jail time are well worth it: 
it'll help expose and close the heinous School 
that US taxpayers fmance. 

Ed is on the PNL editorial commitee. 
Until the end of July. his mailing address will 
be: Ed Kinane. 186279.()20; PO box 9000: 
Bradford.PA 16701. ·~ n 

New VidelrExposes S.O.A. Torture Classes 

AT OUR TRIAL we tried to place in 
evidence a tape of excerpts from Robert 

Richter's new video, "Inside the School of 
Assassins." It's an hour-long sequel to his 18 
minute "School of Assassins ." It includes 
testimony by an S.O.A. grad interviewed by 
Roy in South America earlier this year. 

Here is a partial transcript of the excerpts 
which Judge Elliot wouldn 'thear and wouldn't 
allow into evidence: 

ROY BOURGEOIS: We always heard that 
there was torture taught at the School of 
the Americas. But it was very difficult of 
course to have someone come foreward 
to speak. We located someone in another 
country who was at the School of the 
Americas. He would speak only on the 
condition that his face would not be shown 
nor his name used. 

MR. X: The school was always a front for 
other special operations, covert opera
tions. They would bring people from the 
streets into the base and the experts 
would train us on how to obtain informa
tion through torture. We were trained to 
torture human beings. They had a medi
cal physician, a US medical physician 
which I remember very well who was 
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dressed in green fatigues, who would 
teach the students the nerve endings of 
the body, he would show them where to 
torture, where and where not, where you 
wouldn't kill the individual. He would tell 
them how much the heart can toler[ate], 
can hold up. And there were also times 
where they would revive the person with a 
powerful drug. There were many tricks 
that you could play. There are manuals 
about those things. 

ROY: That were used, a manual used? 
MR. X: Sure. 

* NARRATOR: There is another graduate 
who once was a member of a Honduran 
death squad called Battalion 316. Right 
now he is in political asylum in another 
country and for the first time he's speaking 
publicly about what he learned about at 
the school. 

JOSE VALLE: I took a course in Intelli
gence at the School of the Americas. The 
School of the Americas had a lot of videos 
which showed the type of interrogation 
and torture they used in Vietnam, their 
methods, their ways of questioning, all of 
it. These drawings were made for me to 
educate people so they would know the 
type of work done by the Death Squads, 
the interrogation and torture they commit
ted. Although many people refuse to ac
cept it, all this is organized by the US 
government. 

HR2652: S.<>.A. Bill upttalt· 

At a March 28 press conference with 
S.O.A. Watch fasters on the Capitol steps in 
DC,Joe Kennedy said his current bill, HR2652, 
had only a slim chance of getting out of the 
Republican-controlled House National Secu
rity Committee. 

HR2652 called {or closing the SOA and 
establishing an Academy of Democracy and 
Civil-Military Relations at Fon Benning. 

According to the S.O.A. Watch Spring 
1996 Update, HR2652 was a strategy "worth 
trying." But, significantly, the Update goes on 
to note, "It now seems to be the desire of the 
vast majority of grass-roots organizers around 
the country to get back to simply closing the 
school without any alternatives ." 

Many feel HR2652 was flawed. It would 
have legitimized a site where Latin American 
military would continue to network, get indoc
trinated, and be recruited by US intelligence 
agencies. The site would still function as an 
arm of the US imperium in Latin America. 

* ROY BOURGEOIS: I read this article about 
this training manual used at the School of 
the Americas that actually trained those 
soldiers in the techniques of torture. The 
article said that the manual was in Para
guay. And I did some research, made 
some calls and made contact with a hu
man rights leader, Martin Almada, in Para
guay, to see what we could find out about 
this training manual. 

ALMADA: This is the Palace of Justice. 
And on the eighth floor are the secret files 
of the political police of the Stroessner 
regime. And in these files we found docu
ments which prove that the School of the 
Americas was training soldiers and po
licemen from Paraguay in techniques of 
torture. One of the documents tells how to 
keep the tortured al ive. 

ROY BOURGEOIS: Doctor, you have been 
tortured? 

ALMADA: I was tortured. And my wife too. 
My w~e died as a resu lt of the torture. I 
was a victim of the School of the Americas 
and my torturers used manuals from the 
School of the Americas. 

"Inside the School of Assassins" is slated 
for release in late June. Please consider ac
quiring it and showing it to a group of friends, 
or to a class, or ... to anyone you can get to 
watch it. To order, contact Richter Produc
tions, 330 West 42nd St., New York, NY 
10036; tel. (212) 947-1395. 4. 
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Three arrested 
in protest at School 
of the Americas 
Protesters re-enact murder 
of Guatemalan bishop, 
all egedl y slain by graduate 
of SOA 
By Eileen Zaffiro 
SoifW u:r 

Keeping a promise .o stage 11.ore 
trequem protests at the U.S. Arr.1;. ·s 
School of the Americas, Fneav 
morning three people re-enacted the 
murder of a Roman Catholic bisl":op 
they contend was slain by a graduate 
of the military training school. 

One of the protestors, 45-year-old 
Steve Jacobs of Columbia, \ to .. 
donned black clothing and a priest" s 
collar, and laid as if he was dead 1ust 
outside a main entrance to the i\'rt 
Benning-based school that trains 
Latin American soldiers. T\\O 
women donned black shrouds 1.-:.d 
white death masks. They set up a 
sign that read "Close School of 
Assassins" and knelt on either side of 
Jacobs, who had fake bi<Xxi 
splotched on his face, and a concrete 
block beside his head to !"e\.-al l 
Bishop Juan Gerardi's sk.-ull being 
crushed. 

The women had planned to read 
from the report on Guatemala's ci\ll 
war where thev S:lV Gerardi w-as 
killed more t~ N.-o years ago. 
However, military officials talked to 
them throughout their I 0-min>Jte 
demonstration and then took ther.1 
into custody. 1l1e trio had been sr•Jt
teJ JS thc:v walked !O\\Iard the Sch,,,l 
of the .-\;nt.:rit.:a · ~ bui !ding. Withm 
minutes. rht:v were surrowi"ded b\ :he 
sch~x.1 1" s .:ommanlimt a p~t> l ic 
atfairs otlici:..li and Depamnent ,,( 
DdenSt: ci.,.ilian rx>hce. 

.. By doing this you're not leanung 
about the school." Col. Glenn R. 
Weidner. commandant of the SO.-\. 
told the demonstrators. He also 

"By doing this you're not 
learning about the school. We 
could have had a productive 
dialogue if you'd chosen." 

Col Glem R. Weidner 
corr.rr.ltl<l:lllL School of the .-\mroca:; 

in\ ited them to attend classes for sol
die:s in the future. 

'"Vie could have had a productive 
dialogue if you'd chosen," Weidner 
said. 

Jacobs had to be pulled up by two 
police officers. but did not resist once 
on his feet. Chrissy Kirchhoefer, 22, 
was led away next and then 47-year
old Maureen Doyle was detained by 
officers. All three were taken to the 
military rx>lice station where they 
were placed in separate rooms. 

The demonStrations. which protest
ors say Wlll become monthly now, 
are "based on a myth and a lie,'' Wei
dner said. The classes soldiers attend 
deal with things such as medical 
assistance and peacekeeping, he said. 

·• tt 's ironic they' re trying to close a 
school he lping soldiers to do things 
our way."' Weidner said. 

.-\n SOA graduate was arrested in 
Gerardi · s assa.--sination, but he has 
been released :1nd a priest remains 
the chief suspect. Weidner said 

In an interview before the protest, 
Jacobs said Gerardi's death is "a clas
sic exan1ple of how SOA graduates 
target human rights advocates and 
whistle blowers ... 

The three, who run and live in a 
Catholic homekss ·helter in 1'-.lissou
ri . \vere ci ted for disorderlv conduct 
destruc!lon of go\errunen.t pro~cy 
and cnminal rrespass. By mid
afteml n. they were still being 
det:1ined. It will be up to the lJ.S. 
attorney to pursue the charges, which 
could imolve jail time and fines. 

COLUM BIA DAILY TRIBUNE, COILrnCic, \ '( 

2A sc: '"rday, Aprl 29, :;: :c<: 

School of Americas 
draws Columbians' ire 

Carrying bottl es of theatrical 
blood and dressed in borrowed 
priest's garb, Columbia resident 
Steve Jacobs spent about 10 minutes 
on the steps of the School of the 
Americas in Fort Benning, Ga., yes
terday before base security hauled 
him awav. 

Jacobs was joined by tv .. ·o ot er 
members of the St. Francis House 
community: ~Iaureen Doyle anc 
Chrissy Kirchhoeier, both of Colum
bia. 

Jacobs and other protesters fear 
the School of the Americas is a train
ing ground fo r terrorists. 

"They teach ... soldiers to go back 
and infiltrate grass-roots organiza
tions: Jacobs said. "That would be 
illegal in the United States ... and ye 
we're teaching those soldiers to do 
the exact same thing.' 

The three activists made their trip 
to Georgia on the second anniver· 
sary of the assassination of Roman 
Catholic Bishop Juan Gerardi in 
Guatemala. 

"We're just really fed up that our 
goverrunent is expecting us to con
tinue to pay for members of our 
church to be killed,' Jacobs said. 

For Kirchhoeier, it was her third 
trip to protest the School of the 
Americas. She said her protests are 
intended to end "the atrocities that 
are occurring not only in Latin 
America, but throughout the world.' 

Accord.4Jg to Jacobs, the protest
ers were charged with damage to 
government propel1)', diso rderly 
conduct and trespassing. They also 
were given a ban and letter barring 
them from Fort Benning for five 
years, he said, adding it's the second 
time the school has banned him 
from the property. 

Fort Benning security could not be 
reached for comment. 
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Eleven SOA protesters arrested 
PrOle t was in response to 
last week's decision by 
Congress not to closl! 
School of the Americas 
By S. Thome H•rper 
\l.l/f~ni<T 

me: Oh10 ollc:ge ~tudems and 
two uthcr.. were: Likc:n 11110 cu.\tody 
Wcdnc:~y Jl Fun Uc:nmng \\htlc 
prOIC)llnll I ;I.) I wc:c:k 's ~ole rn the 
Congress to keep the U.S. Afll1y 
'ich I oft he Amc:ncJS open. 

Thou!)h protc~t) by So.:huut uf the 
Amc:ncJ~ Wltch hJ\C bccum.: mon: 
t'rcquc:m ut rccc:nt months. Wednc:~
l.try 's lkrnomtrauon marked the lir..t 
acuon fulluwrng an allrancc by tk 
hurnan nglns group with <Ulll· 
povc:ny prote~tcr; . 

Some of tho~ arrested wc:n: 
among thu~Jilds that prot.:sk"tl ur 
WObhlll!,'IOn, D C . last month to 
rltSC: cnvrronmc:nul anJ social con
ccms dunng a mec:nng of the: World 
[3.tnk and the: lntcm:uu:nal ,\lonc:tary 
Fund. sard SOA Watch spo cs
woman Ann Trfl'.lny 

The II protester; could b.: seen 
d.\)hrng IO~"ard the: c:ntr.uKc of the 

SOA Watch, which wants the school closed because S{)me of 
lb graduates have been implicated In state-sanctioned atrocities 
In Latin America, organized the demonstration to protes11ast 
week's rejection of a congressional plan that would have closed 
the school for at least 10 months pending an Investigation of 
human rights violations. 

'>l:hool .ah.nn Ill lll J rn 'itandin;; 111 

!runt 11f the o:nu:uto.:o: . th.:v rc:Jd >I:Jic· 
mc:tll) through .s bullhom and 
unfurled srgm. one: readrng " ew 

.smc:. Sante: ShJmc: Wrong Way." 
1\lmutc:.\ latc:r .. r US Dc:partmenr of 
LXkn~ polu.:c ullicc:r JITlved and 
urdcrc:d nuluary poltce to the scene. 
ntc prOtO: ICC'; 1\ ere: handcuJfc:d and 
pla..:ed 111 nnluary poli..:c ~ars. 

Fun Uc:tuung ~rokc:swoman Mon
aca ~Jang.maro :.Jtd the II were ~itcd 
tor wsurderl)- conduct. resisting 
JtTc:~t and cnmmal trespassing. They 
n:mamed tn nultt.ary cusuxly late 
Wc:dnc:sdav urlc:m n but wc:rc: 
c'lpc:c:rc:d 1~1 • n:lc:asc:d t.u..:r in thc: 
c:vc:rung, 1ang.u1Jro ~ud 

S A Wa11.:h sard mnc: .. r those 
ukc:n 11110 c~rody were ~tudents at 
Obcrltn College tn Oh1o. The other 
m,, \ c:rc: rhc mother and grand
muther ,,f 1111e 111' rl1c >llldcur~. SOA 

\ Jldt \Jtd 
l'ro-.ci.Ultott ultltc dJ.ugc~ wrtl h.: 

ld\ up lu the 1~wgee ( · • .unty !Jr~
tnct Anum.: ' Otftce. 1anganam 
said. The .S. Ann}. mean~h1 fe. 
hOb batTed them from the p. •sr for "at 
lc:ast a year," ~he sau.l. 

SOA Watdt. "'" h \\ants thc: 
school do~ed bcca~c ~1111.: of ns 
gr.sdwtcs have h.:en nnplil:at~d 111 
~IJIC:· "Utclloncd atroctt tc' in I. attn 
Amc:n<.:a, urgaJli/Cd the demon~tra 
tion to protest 10b1 week's rc;ecllon of 
a congn:ssron31 pllll that would have 
doloed rhc: ht I for at least I 0 
months p.:ndrng 311 tn~c:sllgaunn oi 
hum.l.ll nght~ VtOIJIII)Il) fn>IC:Jd. the 
U .. I louse ut' Rc:pn:~nl.lll~e~ \Otcd 
to c::>tabltsh ~ boJrd ut academics and 
member.. of longrc:' tu monuur the 
~h I .u1d rename: 11 rhc: tktcnsc 
Jmututc: tur I kmrsphc:nc .'c:cunry 
COl.•pcr.s tron 

l",dltn;• lltn ,. 'h.uw.:' '\:mnt·llc.'' 
I rtl,mj · .. rut \\ ..:dnc .d.ry\ alltun 
;encd to brn.ulcn the gwup\ phtlos
oph). ltn~ntg hu111an nghts to eco
nurnr.- cundllhHI\ 

"\\ c: oil<.: lll.tkrng tanll~'Clions 
iJ.:l\\CO:Il CCillllllllll >llll:JOOns that 
lc:.td 10 p<l \Cily .uuJ J>l.lltCt6 that lead 
"' rc:pre'"~ e ll''\Cnunc:m and milt
r.me' l rtl,ll!}' ... ud " Reprc:~SI\C 
'll'lllllllll'\ ll<.:elf represSIVe 
lll tltl.u ,,., . 

U. · Annv l ,11 l oleru1 Wc:1dner. 
comtnlnliun t•f the 'ichr11•l of the 
Amc:r.c;c., dt"'"'~d rh~ group 's 
nc:w appruadt J.' ·'thc.JinlS 10 e~okc 
•mages uf ,, lTJ~f..tng d•t\VIl t>n free 
Spt:Cdl." 

"It'~ th~ :.Jiltc old lhutg," W~ rdner 
said "It '~ I11crr btc:ad and bunc:r. It 
krnd nt' r.:vcals who·~ bchmd thrs. 
ll 's a rc:~uhuronary, thrrd-wortd 
agendJ •Jf promollng antr-<:apn.alt~1n 
anJ ann·mrltwry doctnnc. 

"II ·~ J pwduct of lgJlOrJil c: and 
-· 10 o>tne degree rnalrc:e," Wc:r
dner \Jtd " ntcV <.:OIIfd have COme 
nt~tdc: .md II"JU~d tdc.s . but they 
.:hn~ ll.• detn•JIIIIC \ c: are not 
t(a.:mng ..:nnainal .:onducl. W.: arc: 
tc:3chmg pnncrpfc, ot 1he U .. 
\rmy .. 

t t J.K E\QURr ~ ______ ..,__ -
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Sheni LaRoM I .. ,J,; .. ,·,, -4'' ... 

Prolesters are arre$ted by Fort Benmn~ military police ot11cm rn Iron. J 

the School of the Amencas bu1ld1ng on Wednesdd Nnlt! !>tutJems r I• r 
Ohro's Oberlin College and two others were taken rnto rnrlrtary cust0t!~ 
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Banner protest 
SOA opponents scale 
Benning water tower 

BY S. THORNE HARPER 
Staff Writer 

A man and a woman were taken into 
military custody Wednesday morning at 
Fort Benning after suspending themselves 
from a 200-foot water tower in a protest of 
the U.S. Army School of the Americas. 

After unfurling a 1, 750-square-foot ·ban-
ner th"kt- read, · · 
"North and South 
the People Say: "It \Vas a 
Close the School of 
the Americas," Liz foolhardy act. 
Guy, 25, and Josh 
Raisler Cohn, 23, 
rappelled to the 
bottom of the ban
ner and dangled 
about 100 feet 
above the ground. 

Shortly before 
8:30 a.m., post offi
cials were notified 
of the action and 
dispatched rescue 

It endangered 
the life of the 
firefighter and 
themselves." 
Rich McDowell, Fort 
Benning spokesman 

units to Di.xie Road, near Way Street. 
Cohn disconnected himseli and climbed 

onto a 100-foot rescue ladder. 
Guy, however, initially refused to halt 

the action but was talked down by a post 
firefighter about 45 minutes later, said 
post spokes'man Rich McDowell. 

Guy, of Seattle, and Cohn, a Portland, 
Ore., man who was cited for conducting a 
mock hanging of himseli from a Fort Ben
ning bridge on Nov. 14, were both charged 
with criminal trespassing. 

Cohn, who was banned ior five years 
from the post after the Nov. 14 action, 
faced the possibility of other charges, said 
Elsie Jackson, Fort Benning public affairs 
officer. 

Father Roy Bourgeois, who heads SOA 
Watch, the primary SOA protest 

S.ee PROTEST, Page C3 

RICHARD THOMASON Ledger-Enquirer 

A Fort Benning firefighter approaches School 
of the Americas protester Liz Guy of Seattle 
as she hangs from a water tower Wednesday 
morning. 

NOv-EMBER 30. 2000 
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PROTEST I Pair charged with criminal trespassing 
From CI 

organization, said Wednesday 
night that Cohn had been re
leased on $5,000 bond follow
ing his afternoon arraignment 
before U.S. Magistrate G. Mal
lon Faircloth. 

Cohn faces a Jan. 22 federal 
court trial, Bourgeois said. 

Guy remained in military 
custody as of 6:30 p.m., Bour
geois said. 

"It was a foolhardy act,n Mc
Dowell said. "It endangered the 
life of the firefighter and 
themselves.n 

Guy and Cohn are part of the 
Ohio-based Peace Activists Co
alition, said Coalition spokes
woman Kate Berrigan. 

Berrigan, the daughter of 
long-time peace activist Philip 
Berrigan, called Wednesday's 
protest an "autonomous ac
tionn - not linked to any par
ticular group but supported by 
the coalition - and that more 
can be expected. 

1 definitely think we can ex
pect more of these autonomous 
actions" against SOA, Berrigan 

said. 
"This is a continuous 

movement.n 
The action nearly coincided 

with the 10 a.m. memorial ser
vice for a U.S. Army Ranger 
who was slain last week in Co
lumbus. At one point, after 
Guy had reiused to come 
down, post officials considered 
using a U.S. Army Ranger unit 
to assist with the operation. 

After the two were taken in
to custody, the 507th Air
borne's "man-in~the-steel~ 
team - used to rescue para
troopers on the post's 250-foot 
jump towers - scaled the wa
ter tower ladder to the catwalk 
150 feet above and removed 
the banner. 

Post officials described the 
protest action as highly orga
nized and well-planned 
operation. , 

"They were definitely expe
rienced climbers," McDowell 
said. 

Contact S. Thorne Harper 
at (706) 571-8516 or 
sharper@ledger-enquirer.com 

RICHARD THOI'v1ASON L2dgn--Enqu:re-r 

Liz Guy of Seattle is led to a military police car Wednesday 
morning after being brought down from a water tower on Fort 
Benning. 
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE l,._lSTITUTE FOR SECURITY COOPERATION OPENS 

New school, 
same foe 

Commandant 
Col. Richard 
Downie 
holds the 
school's flag 
after it was 
unveiled 
Wednesday 
at the 
activation 
ceremony 
at Benning. 

Seven more prolt'sters Wt>rc 

arrPsted Wednesday , induding
iltn ·t· WOI!It"ll t·arrying a hahy's 
t"clilin who said llu:y wankd to 

· .:_~; - •."'.: j!lin till" n:n·m"ny ftlr llw 
···. ctpc llin .~ of WIHSC . /\II were· 

c·lt :ll ·t•; .. cl will! lrc· ~ p : t :--.:--. ittl:· . :tl!d 
l11111 1111'11 wltll lllt-lll·d llteir 
artl!s tugdllt'r w illt chains and 

•. l!ll'tal pipes wt"re also charg-rd 
wit It res is ting arrcsl. 

...... Rt:bcrca Johnson, 2 1, and 
'\. Laurel Page t-Seekins, :w, bollt 

1 ·. s vniors at Oberlin Colleg-e in j Oltio, wt·n· pn·viotts ly h:lllnt'd 
'-. lroltl lltl' p11s t :1nd t'ou ltl fat't: 

. <., up lo s i.x mo nths in federal 
.,.,-,.-.,.~~._ -- ·--- · ~- ~-:. _ pri so n and a $5 000 fine . 

.. , Johnso n' s mollwr.' Deborah 
IVIccm, a lso was detained by 

~·-: __ military o lli ci::lls. 
SIIERRI 1.,\ltOSE l n/J!•-r l·•"l '""' • 

Forl !.Ie nning military poli ce tlrag away four protesters including Jole McGreevy, 20, of Carlis le, Pa ., left, and Rebecca Johnso n, 
21, of Cinc innat i after th y ntered the post a nd blocked the entran ce to protest Wednesday's opening of the Western 
Hemisphere Ins titute for Security Cooperat ion, which replaced lhe Schoo l of the Americas. 



Student finds spiritual outlet in protesting 
Demonstrator at Fort 
Benning offers insights 
into idea of nonviolence 

BY ALLISON KENNEDY 

.\t11jf Wrii a 

Every day s in ce J; 111. 1, a 2 l-ycar-oltl Ohio 
woman naml'd 1\ccky Johnson has stood 
rl'solulcl y :II FortlknnillJ.(S mai11 g:llc. 

She speaks to !Klssershy. She waves al 
people in passing cars. She chats with 
military [lolice. She hugs vi sitors who haw 
lravrlcd lo join lin from all :1cross tlw 
cou nl ry. 

Cooperation, formerly known as the School 
of the Americas. 

As of today, she has !wen on a fast for 21l 
days. 

No one t.old lw ·:· l.o d1·ny l1r:·self food. But , 
1ike other nonviolent protesters, Johnson 
said she feels CO!Ilf'<'li<'d hy her spiritu;il ity 
I o :Jet, to draw <~Ucnl ion to" <'<!USC

l r:~ining Lat in A!llcrica !l sold iers i !l colr~L;i l 
skills-- thai. s lw believes is wrong. 

SIH• wa.s :~!so arre-sted Wcd!wsd:1y after 
cross ing the line onto post, and faces up to 
six months in federal prison in addition to a 
$5 ,000 fine. 

The Unitarian-Universalist senior at 
Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio, is at Fort 
Bcnnin).! to pr<Jlc!'l I h<' opening of the 
We-;tt.·rn lkmisplwn· lnslilule for Security 

W(·dncsday morlling i>dor(' li('r :1rrcsl, 
.Johnson was among 1:2 adults standing 11 car 
the main gate, holding up handmade posters 
in a drizzling rain. 

Sei' DEMONSTR,\TION, Pa~e 02 

ROBIN TRJMARCHI /.edge-r-Enquire-r 

Rebecca Johnson, a college senior and organizer for the School 
of the Americas Watch, right, hugs Lillian Corrigan of Marietta, 
Ga., on the rrofl';,t line at Fort Renning on Wednesday. 

DEMONSTRATION I Exploring aspects of faith 
FromDl I've been on juice only . .. consider nonviolence part of follow a higher order. 

carrot juice, V-8, apple juice, their faith. It was one of the 

Wearing a rain jacket and cranberry juice. I've lost most important things I did. How did your parents N (j 

weight. I take in 500 calories a Before I went, I wasn't feeling inspire you in this? 
0 2.. 

clutching a legal pad of notes very centered at all. There 
~ .... 

day and multivitamins. I'm Both of my parents are ~ -
about the protest, Johnson 

holding up pretty well. I take were two nuns who spoke. involved in various 
... 3 

talked with the 
0" 

naps. I'm doing thi until the They were there to protest Star movements. My father 
~ ,... 

Ledger-Enquirer about her 
0-

31st. Wars (a space-based defense supports the environmental 
.-!!' 

mission and what role religion program). They were very 0 
plays in it. 

movement, including the rl> 

What's the message you're powerful. Sierra Club. My mother has 
0 

trying to get across? taught me always to follow my 
~ 

What does your faith teach I'm here because the (School Among spiritual leaders ~ 

you about this protest? of the Americas) is reopening. past and present, who 
conscience. 

t""< 
One of the first principles of I'm not fooled by the inspires you? 

('1) 

Unitarian-UP-iversalists is to Department of the Defense, Gandhi, King, Daniel and 
When do you graduate? ·~ 

;espect the dignity and worth What happens after that? ('1) 

trying to re-open a clone of the Phil Berrigan, Dorothy Day. All "jt 

of every human being. It's not a SOA. of them were and are very In May. It depends on if I'm ~ 
dogmatic religion. I find a lot spiritual people, strong in their spending time in jail. I may do ..-::; 

of my faith in nonviolence. How did you prepare religion. Their religion told an SOA Watch/ Northeast :::: 
~· 

Civil disobedience is very spiritually for this? them to do nonviolent acts. internship, in Philadelphia. Or ~ 
important to me. I went to a Faith Resistance They thought that civil I may spend a year at a 

Retreat in Washington, D.C. It disobedience was the best Catholic work~r house in 

What about your fast? was mostly Catholics who thing a person can do, to Denver. We'll just have to see. 



SUA WKrCH RETURNS TO 1-<0RT HENNING 

Protesters 
1 march on 

·Army institute's 
officials say 
opponents are 
focused on the past 

BY S. T!IORNE HARPER 
Staff Writer 

S 
plattered with fake blood and 
carrying placards condemning 
recent alleged atrocities in 
Colombia, 11 demonstrators 

Wednesday crossed into Fort Benning 
protesting a revamped post school 
considered a vital component of U.S. 
drug war policy. 

About 20 people, recently returned 
from a nine-day trip to Colombia, 
converged outside Fort Benning 
before the crossing, asserting that the · 
Western Hemisphere Institute for 
Security Cooperation - formerly the 
School of the Americas - continues 
to adopt human rights violations they 

link to its predecessor. 
"We're seeking to bring back the 

stories of the carnpesinos who have · 
experienced the · repression of gradu
ates of the School of the Americas," 
said Eric LeCompte, 25, the Washing· 
ton, D.C.-based outreach director for 
SOA Watch. "We're bringing those 
stories back here to the source." 

Protesters and institute officials 
mingled together, exchanging ideas, 
as the Rev. Roy Bourgeois, SOA 
Watch founder, hammered while 
crosses into the ground outside the 
main gate bearing the names of 
Colombian towns associated with 
massacres. The protesters criticized 
the defoliation associated with tl1e 
U.S.-backed, $1.3 billion "Plan 
Colombia" anti-cocaine effort. The 
fumigation destroys the country's 
food crops in addition to coca plants, 
they said. 

"We found entire banana planta
tions destroyed by fumigation," 

See PROTEST, Page C3 

PHOTOS IlY MIKE HASKt-:Y 

Diana Beltran, a protester from the San 
Francisco Bay area who splattered herself 
with red paint for the protest, is carried off 
to a van after being arrested for trespassing 
Wednesday at Fort Benning. 

--over 



PAGE C3 

PROTEST I 11 cited 
From Cl 

LeCompte said. 
Institute officia ls, mean

while, said the protesters were 
using arcane arguments to crit
icize an institute with a new 
mission. 

"We're not trying to be the 
regional hegemon," said Joe 
Leuer, chief of the institute's 
training management division. 
"We're trying to ensure that 
everybody in the region is part 
of the objective of peace and 
prosperity. 

"The story they're telling is a 
critique of history. What "we're 
about is the future." 

"We're an open post and we 
welcome anyone to come and 
see what we're about," said 
Maj. Milton F. Mariani, the 
institute's public affairs officer. 

Last year, Congress voted to 
close the School of the Ameri
cas, which many in govern
ment considered had been 
tainted by continuing public 
disclosure of atrocities com
mitted in Latin America by 
some of its graduates. The 
school reopened earlier this 
year under a new name, struc
ture and curriculum, including 
human rights courses. The 
institute provides leadership 
training for military officers, 
police and civilians who work 
for public safety agencies in 17 
Latin American countries. 

Of the 700 students expected 
to attend the institute this 
year, 148 of them are from 
Colombia, Mariani said. 

Protes ters .planned Wed-

nesday's action to coincide 
with Tuesday's jailing of 19 
people convicted of trespass
ing on the post during a mass 
protest last November and 
U.S. congressional debate 
expected today on expanded 
fumigation of Latin American 
coca fields. 

The march began when a 
young woman poured fake 
blood over her body, draped 
herself in a Colombian flag and 
led 10 others onto the post. 
The group was detained about 
30 yards inside the main gate. 
The 11 were issued ban-and
bar letters, prohibiting them 
from entering the post for five 
years. They were then taken 
outside the post and released 
on their own recognizance, 
said Elsie Jackson, a Fort 
Benning spokeswoman. ' . 

Two members of the group · 
had previously received ban
and-bar letters and post offi
cials were considering 
Wednesday whether to prose
cute them for a trespassing 
violation, Jackson said. 

With some members of Con-: 
gress considering an amen<l1• 
ment that will realloca~; : 
toward ~ucation money · . t-! 
tially earmarked for dr ·, 
eradication, an SOA Watcll . 
spokeswoman said protests by 
groups returning from Colom, 
bia is having an effect. .;_ . 

"It's because people like this 
- the people who have been 
to Colombia and who have 
seen what's happening - that 
the amendment is being 
offered," said SOA Watch 
spokeswoman Jackie Downing. 
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I of 
The Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation, located at Ft. 
Benning, Georgia, is a combat training school for Latin American soldiers. 
The school, until recently known as the U.S. Army School of the Americas 
(SOA), has been steeped in controversy for nearly two decades. 

From 1946 to 1984, the SOA was located in Panama. Before it was kicked 
our of the country under the terms of the Panama Canal Treaty, a major 
Panamanian newspaper dubbed it "The School of Assassins." Being, well
earned and well-documented, the name stuck. SOA-trained soldiers have left 
a trail of blood and suffering in every country where they have returned. 

During its 54 year history, the SOA has trained over 
60,000 Latin American soldiers. It continues each year 
to train hundreds of soldiers in combat skills such as 
commando tactics, mine warfare, military intelligence, 
and psychological operations. In 1996, the Pentagon 

was forced to reveal the existence of training manuals used at the SOA. 
These manuals advocated torture, execution, and blackmail and targeted 
civilians for these tactics. The manuals have since been discontinued; but 
the strategy they embody persists. 

SOA-trained troops continue to return home to wage war against their own 
people, with disastrous consequences. Hundreds of thousands of Latin 
Americans have been tortured, raped, assassinated, "disappeared," 
massacred, and forced into refugee camps by those trained at the "School of 
Assassins." 

Guns 'and Greed 

A recent Pentagon report to Congress notes that 
combat training at the school supports U.S. 
policy towards Latin America, which "Seek[s] to 
develop stable, free market democracies 
throughout the region." The mission of U.S 
Southern Command (encompassing the SOA) 
includes" ... protecting the supply of strategic 
natural resources and access to the markets.· 

Protecting U.S. interests in Latin America has 
translated into creating a favorable business 
climate for U.S. corporations, one with rock 
bottom wages and environmental standards and 
weak or nonexistent unions. As the markets of 
Latin America open to "free" trade, the most 
vulnerable are driven ever deeper into poverty. 

SOA graduates become the "enforcers" of these 
exploitative economic policies. Soldiers trained 
at the SOA consistently use their combat training 
against labor organizers, religious leaders, 
student activists and others who work for just 
wages, decent housing and other basic needs. 

The economic rape of the poor that 
accompanies globalization could not stand 
without the repressive military apparatus that 
brutalizes those who rise up to resist. 

~ OurTax 
~~ Dollars at Colombia and the SOA 
~~~ Work 
~~~~ ... 

Recent Pentagon reports place the annual 
budget for the SOA at $4 million. This 
represents only the operating budget and 
excludes salaries and other expenses 
associated with the school. Previous official 
reports have shown that the total fiscal 
requirements for the SOA amount to $18.4 
million tax dollars annually. This includes 
operating expenses, "scholarships" for soldiers 
and salary expenses for military and civilian 
personnel. In a time when U.S. families are 
struggling to find resources for education and 
other basics, it is a crime to use millions of 
dollars of tax money on the School of 
Assassins. 

Over 10,000 soldiers from Colombia have trained at the SOA, more than any 
other country. Reports issued in 2000 by the U.S. State Department and 
Human Rights Watch document the involvement of Colombian SOA 
graduates in kidnapping, murder, massacres and setting up paramilitary 
groups. 50% of the 247 officials cited in an earlier report were trained at the 
SOA. Some Colombians were featured as guest speakers or instructors or 
included in the "Hall of Fame" after their involvement. 

- Major David Hernandez Rojas and Captain Diego Fino Rodriguez, cited 
for the March, 1999 murder of the Antioqua Peace Commissioner and two 
other civilians as they tried to deliver ransom for a kidnapping victim. 

- Col. Alirio Antonio Uruena Jaramillo and two other SOA graduates were 
implicated in the gruesome Trujillo "Chainsaw" Massacres in which at least 
1 07 prisoners were tortured and murdered. 

- Major Jesus Maria Clavijo Clavijo and another SOA graduate were linked 
to paramilitary groups through cell phone communications and regular 
meetings on military bases. Clavijo was implicated in the February 1999 
paramilitary killings near El Carmen de Atroto. 

-over 



Across the Nation: SOA on Trial 

Bombs and Bullets Still the SOA Mission ... "If the SOA published a register of 
alumni, it would be a scary catalogur 
of the most notorious military 
assassins and human rights violators. 
Attempts to recast the school as an 
anti-narcotics center are so much 
hokum." • 

With the Same Chilling Results. 
In response to growing criticism, the Pentagon 
has mounted a smoke and mirrors PR campaign 
to give the school a new image, changing its 
name for the third time since it opened in 1946. 

·- The "reformed" SOA, now called The Western 
Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation, supposedly focuses on human rights, 
democracy, peacekeeping, and counter-narcotics training. 

-- Chicago Tribune 

"With its history, the School of the 
Americas is hardly the vehicle that 
Washington should use today in an 
effort to strengthen ties with Latin 
America. Bury this relic. " 

The Pentagon touts a few new courses as evidence that the school has been reformed. A 
close examination of the course descriptions reveals that behind the new packaging, 
business as usual continues at the SOA. 

--Los Angeles Times 
An article on the SOA web page describing the "Humanitarian De-Mining" course states, 
"land mines left behind by soldiers continue to terrorize and destroy lives long after the 
fighting has ended." What's left out is that in a parallel course, the SOA coniinues to teach 
soldiers to Jay landmines. 

"An institution so clearly out of tune 
with American values ... should be shut 
down without delay." 

··The New York Times 

Likewise, in the deceptively titled "Peace Operations" 
course soldiers learn psychological operations, 
military intelligence and population control techniques 
like setting up roadblocks. 

" ... the decision [to close the US Army 
School of the Americas] should be an 
easy one." 

•• The Atlanta Constitution 

"The SOA 's best known products have 
shared a distressing tendency to show 
up as dictators or as leaders or 
members of death squads." 

•• The Cleveland Plain Dec. 

Through all of the cosmetic changes and supposed 
reforms, the SOA has remained a counter-insurgency 
(translation: anti-civilian) combat training school. 
Before the recent name change, the late Paul 
Coverdell , influential Georgia senator and SOA 
supporter, noted that the reforms were "basically 
cosmetic" and that the SOA would still be able to 
fulfill its purpose. Here's What You Can Do 

Learn more ... Order these resources 

SOA: Guns & Greed. NEW VIDEO I This 20-minute video shows 
how combat-ready SOA graduates use their guns to protect the 
greed of large corporations & world financial institutions. $8.95 

School of Assassins, Academy award- nominated 18-minute video, 
history of the SOA narrated by Susan Sarandon. $13 English or 
Spanish. 

SOA: An Insider Speaks Out. Award-winning video of former SOA 
instructor, Maj. Joseph Blair's testimony against the SOA. 16 min 
$13 
Crossing the Line. This 16-minute video captures the hope, 
commitment and solidarity of the movement to close the SO A. $13 

School of Assassins, paperback by Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer. 
Documents the story of the SOA and the foreign policy that drives it. 
112 pages. $13 Orbis books 

Solidarity in Action, A handbook for starting a local SOA Watch 
group. Includes information on legislative work, media and more $13 
($10 for students) 

SOA Watch 
PO Box 4566 - Washington, DC -20017 

(202) 234-3440 - www.soaw.org 

Organize 
Come to Fort Benning or the Capitol for the annual vigil and 
nonviolent direct actio'h .{Contact SOA Watch for details.) 
Organize a demonstration at your local federal building. Form 
an SOA Watch group in your area and start a local campaign to 
close the School of Assassins. 

Call or Write Congress or the President 
Tell them you want the School of Assassins (Western 

Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation) to close. 
The Honorable (name) The Honorable (name) 
US House of Representatives US Senate 
Washington DC 20515 Washington DC 20510 

Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121 
White House (202) 456-1111 

Invite Fr. Roy Bourgeois to Speak 
Fr. Roy Bourgeois, founder and co-director of SOA Watch, 
speaks powerfully and from personal experience about why the 
SOA must be closed. Call to schedule: (706) 682-5369 

Spread the Word - Distribute This Flyer 
Order the videos and book on the SOA. 

Speak to church and student groups, veterans' organizations 
and local unions. 

Contact media in your community. 



SOA Graduates in the News 2000/2001 

COLOMBIA 

SOA Graduates Cited for Recent Human Rights Atrocities and Paramilitary Ties 

According to the 2000 State Department Report on Human Rights in Colombia, SOA graduates Major 
David Hernandez Rojas and Captain Diego Fino Rodriguez are being prosecuted in civilian courts for the 
March 1999 murders of Antiqua peace commissioner Alex Lopera and two others. Both men are members of 
the Colombian Military's 4th Brigade, which has been extensively linked to paramilitary groups. 

SOA graduate Colonel Jorge Plazas Acevedo is being tried by the Prosecutor General of Colombia for 
the 1998 kidnapping and murder of Jewish business leader Benjamin Khoudari. Plazas is the former chief of 
intelligence for the Colombian Military's 13th Brigade. 

The State Department reports that Colonel Jesus Maria Clavijo, a graduate of the SOA, is currently 
under investigation for collusion with paramilitary forces in 160 social cleansing murders from 1995-1998. 
In addition to the information provided by the State Department Report, a 2001 Reuters article reports that 
Clavijo has been accused of ties to a paramilitary death squad responsible for the massacre of at least 100 
people in 1996 and 1997. Clavijo is currently in prison awaiting his trial. 

Finally, the report states that SOA graduate Commander Mauricio Llorente Chavez was indicted by 
the Prosecutor General for complicity in a massacre that took place in Tibu, July 1999. 

"The Ties that Bind•, a report issued by Human Rights Watch in February 2000, cited at least severn 
SOA graduates for involvement with paramilitary groups. SOA graduate Brigadier General Jaime Emesto 
Canal Alban, commander of the 3rd Brigade, was involved in helping to establish a paramilitary group known 
as the "Calima Front". Canal's brigade was found to have supplied the front with weapons and intelligence. 
In 1999, the Calima Front seized and executed community leader Noralba Gaviria Piedrahita. The following 
month, authorities discovered the mutilated and dismembered bodies of seven men near Tulu, also killed by 
members of the Calima Front. The front has been found responsible for 2,000 forced disappearances and at 
least 40 executions since 1999. In addition to his involvement with the Calima Front, Canal was in 
command of soldiers who entered a home and killed five civilians during the birthday party of a 15-year-old 
child in 1998. 

The report cited General Carlos Ospina Ovalle, graduate of the SOA and former commander of the 4th 
Brigade, for "extensive evidence of pervasive ties" to paramilitary groups involved in human rights abuses 
throughout 1999. Ospina was the commander of the 4th Brigade in 1998 when troops massacred at least 11 
people and burned down 4 7 homes in El Aro. 

Major Alvaro Cortes Morillo and Major Jesus Maria Clavijo, both SOA grads, were linked to 
paramilitary groups in 1999 through extensive cell phone and beeper communications as well as regular 
meetings on military bases. 

In February 2001, SOA graduate Heman Orozco was sent to prison by a military tribunal for 
complicity in the Maripan torture and massacre of 30 peasants by a paramilitary group. General Mario 
Montoya Uribe, an SOA graduate with a history of ties to paramilitary violence, commands the Joint Task 
Force South, which includes the 24th Brigade. The 24th Brigade is ineligible for U.S. military aid due to its 
complicity in paramilitary violence. A leading Colombian newspaper identifies General Montoya as "the 
military official responsible for Plan Colombia". 

A December 2000 AP article brought attention to the death of SOA-trained Lieutenant Carlos Acosta , 
who was killed for "disobedience" after escaping prison to join a Colombian death squad. According to the 
article, Acosta had taken a month-long infantry course at the SOA in which he learned to fire M-16 assault 
rifles and M-60 machine guns, and was trained in battlefield tactics. Acosta was a member of the Colombian 
military's 5th brigade, which has one of the worst human rights records as well as ties to paramilitary groups . 
Acosta was arrested when in 1994 he and his men intercepted a group of federal prosecutors, tied them up, 
shot them, and dumped their bodies into a river. According to Acosta's brother, "He [Acosta] used to say that 
a soldier in Colombia has to fight not only guerrillas, but also the human rights groups and prosecutors". 

--over 



GUATEMALA 

Gerardi Trial 

SQA graduate Byron Lima Estrada is currently on trial for the brutal 1998 assassination of 
Guatema1an Bishop Juan Gerardi. Gerardi was bludgeoned to death two days after he released the REMHI 
report, linking the Guatemalan army to most of the atrocities committed during the country's civil war. Lima 
Estrada headed the infamous D-2 intelligence Agency that was heavily cited in Gerardi's report. 

The night before the trial began, the home of the presiding judge, Iris Yasmin Barrios, was attacked 
with grenades. The attack occurred despite the presence of police guards stationed at her house. 

Genocide Cases 

The year 2000 brought genocide cases against two former Guatemalan dictators trained at the SOA. In 
March, Rigoberta Menchu Tum, Nobel Peace Prize winner, filed suit in a Spanish court against SOA graduate 
General Efrain Rios Montt, who took power through a coup and governed Guatemala at the height of a 
counter-insurgency campaign that wiped hundreds of Mayan villages off the map, left thousands dead and 
forced hundreds of thousands into refuge or exile. The ca~e also cites SOA graduates General Angel Anibal 
Guevara Rodriguez, the Minister of Defense and Colonel German Chupina Barahona, Director of the 
National Police. 

In a parallel case, a group of Mayan survivors is suing former dictator Fernando Romeo Lucas Garcia 
as well as former Army Chief of Staff Benedicto Lucas Garcia and former Defense Minister Luis Rene 
Mendoza, all graduates of the SOA. According to a recently declassified CIA document, Benedicta Lucas 
Garcia was key in strategizing the scorched earth policy that aimed to annihilate the civilian Mayan 
population. The plaintiffs are suing the former chiefs for ordering the rape, torture and massacre of their 
families and fellow community members. Their association represents eight communities that lost 800 people 
to massacres during the Lucas Garcia regime from 1981 to 1982. 

Corruption Scandal 

In addition, On March 21, 2001, Guatemala's highest court ordered General Rios Montt and five 
other lawmakers to resign from their congressional posts in order to face impeachment charges. The six were 
involved in a corruption scandal in which they are accused of altering a law passed by the legislature in June 
of 2000, which placed a 20% tax on alcoholic beverages. Mysteriously, the legislation was passed into law as 
a tax of only 10%. It is expected that Rios Montt will ignore the order to resign his congressional post. 

BOLIVIA 

Last year the Bolivian government sold the public water system of Cochamba to a private corporation , 
resulting in skyrocketing water rates for the people of Bolivia. As thousands took to the streets, Bolivian 
president and former military dictator, SOA graduate Hugo Banzer sent out the armed forces to attack 
civilians. In April 2000, after four days of anti-privatization protests, Banzer declared a "state of siege", 
sending soldiers into the street with live bullets . 17 -year-old Victor Hugo Daza was killed by a shot through 
his face and at least seven others were killed. The number of injuries resulting from military violence totaled 
over 100. 

PERU 

SOA honors graduate General Nicolas Hermoza Rios is currently serving time in a Peruvian prison, 
after pleading guilty to taking $14 million in arms deal gains. Hermoza is also under fire for allegedly taking 
protection money from Peruvian drug lords, whom the Peruvian military, along with military aid from the 
U.S. , claimed to be fighting. In 1993, a witness who had worked with Demetrio "El Vaticano" Chavez, Peru's 
most notorious drug trafficker, claimed that Hermoza had been receiving between $50,000 and $100,000 in 
protection money per month . The witness stated that "Montesinos is the one who is making the most from · ·· 
Vaticano "' . 

SOA Watch - PO Box 4566 - Washington, DC 20017 - (202) 234-3440 - info@soaw.org 



SCHOOL OF ASSASSINS 
(WHISC) 

&FTAA 
(Free Trade Area of the Americas) 

PARTNERS IN EIPLDITATIDN 
&MURDER 

What is WHISC? 
The US Army School of the Americas (SOA), recently renamed 
the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation 
(WHISC) and placed under the direction of the Department of 
Defense, is a combat training school for Latin American Soldiers. 
The School is currently located at Ft. Benning, GA. During its 55-
year history, the SOA has readied over 60,000 Latin American 
troops in commando tactics, military intelligence, psychological 
operations, and advanced ccmbat skills. SOA graduates have 
been responsible for massacres, torture, and assassinations 
throughout Latin America. 

The SOA: Military Muscle 
to Enforce Free Trade 
In Apri12001, 34 heads of state from North, Central and South 
America will gather to discuss the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA). If this agreement is put into effect, the 
economically crippling, ccrporate-friendly policies of NAFTA will 
spread to include all countries in the Western Hemisphere with the 
exception of Cuba. Inevitably, the SOA will be key in making sure 
these new policies are enforced. 

The United States' main goal in the FT AA process is to secure 
economic and political hegemony over the Western Hemisphere 
through the FTAA. Latin American soldiers trained at the SOA 
have a crucial role in this project. In official SOA publications 
"economic development along free market principles" is identified 
as the "primary foreign policy goal of the U.S." in Latin America. 
The SOA strategy is "to prepare military and police forces to 
respond to current threats to the achievement of these goals". 
Historically, threats to the achievement of U.S. foreign policy goals 
have included teachers, students, labor leaders, clergy, and 
unarmed peasants. Graduates of the SOA have been provided 
with the tools to "respond" to these "threats' militarily, resulting in 
mass bloodshed for those in Latin America who strive for 
eccnomic justice by openly opposing U.S. foreign policy goals. 

Occidental Oil and U'wa land: 
One example of the sinister partnership 

Under the guise of fighting the "war on drugs", U.S. involvement 
in Colombia has reached new heights. Recently the U.S. 
government began to irnplerpent 'Plan Colombia", providing $1.3 
billion of aid to a government with seemingly no regard for basic 
human rights. 

Along with an increased involvement in Colombia has come an 
increase in U.S. ccrporate involvement. For years, a California
based petroleum ccrporation called Occidental Oil has been 
seeking the right to drill for oil on the sacred tribal lands of the 
indigenous U'wa people. Last year Occidental was successful in 
obtaining a permit from the Colombian government to drill in a 
500 meter zone surrounding the Gibralter well, leaving the U'wa 
in· a state of environmental and eccnomic devastation. As if this 
wasn't enough, Occidental is now seeking a new drilling permit 
that will allow them to further invade and destroy the U'wa tribal 
lands. 

The Colombian military has already made attempts to evict the 
tribe from their homes, attempts which will no doubt intensify if a 
new permit is obtained. Indigenous opposition to these 
measures has been met with heinous brutality and violence from 
the Colombian military and other forces, already resulting in the 
deaths of 3 U'wa children during a non-violent demonstration as 
well as the murders of 3 U.S. activists. 

If, as planned, the FTAA follows the model of current NAFTA 
policies, Occidental would hold the option to sue Colombia for 
expropriating their future profrt if a drilling permit is ever denied. 
This would be a crippling blow to a government already facing 
massive debt repayments. 

Occidental will be able to work with the FTAA and the WHISC 
(SOA) to·ensure that they maintain the right to exploit tribal 
lands and that they can violently remove their opposition, the 
U'wa, muscle from the School of Assassins. 

--over 



School of Assassins & "Free Trade" 
Partners in Exploitation and Murder 

Free Trade Enforcement in Bolivia 

Last year the Bolivian government sold the public water 
system of Cochabamba to a private corporation, resulting 
in skyrocketing water rates for the people of Bolivia. As 
thousands took to the streets, Bolivian President and 
former military dictator, SOA graduate Hugo Banzer sent 
out the armed forces to attack civilians. After 4 days of 
anti-privatization protests in April 2000, the Bolivian 
government declared a 'state of siege", sending soldiers 
into the street with live bullets. On the afternoon of April 
8th, 17-year-old Victor Hugo Oaza was killed by a shot 
through his face. At least 7 demonstrators were killed, 
with over 100 injured. 

SOA Used to "Beat Down" 
Opposition to NAFT A 
Hours after NAFT A went into effect, the Mexican 
military moved in with troops, helicopters, and artillery 
to squash the resistance to "free trade"-

the newest 
installment in 
the war 

·- against the 
poor. At least 18 high-level Mexican officers who 
planned the repression campaign were trained at the 
US Army School of the Americas (now WHISC). 

Consistently Latin American countries with the worst human 
rights records have sent the most students to the SOA 
during the heyday of the repression. Therefore, it is no 
surprise that shortly after the uprising against NAFTA, 
Mexico began pumping soldiers into the SOA and soon 
became the largest country client of the School of Assassins. 
Mexican soldiers made up 1/3 of the SOA graduating class 

Free Trade and the SOA Crush Unions in Colombia and 
Throughout Latin America 

Colombia has sent 10,000 troops to train at the School of the Americas
more than any other country. Not surprisingly, the Colombian military 
tops the list in union busting. Of every ten trade unionists killed in the 
world, four are from Colombia. 

The State Terrorism in Colombia report, details the participation of SOA
trained Colombian military in human rights abuses against labor leaders, 
clergy, nuns; student activists. and others who work for economic justice. 

+ Workers assassinated: SOA-trained Capt. Tomas Monroy 
Roncancio was convicted of detaining six workers, forcing them into 
a cave, and slitting their throats. 

+ Banana workers murdered: 20 striking banana workers were 
brutally murdered. Eight of the 11 Colombian military officers cited 
for the slayings were SOA grads. 

+ Union members targeted: Unionists Maria Cristina Gomez and 
Miguel Angel Lazo Quintanilla were two of the labor leaders targeted 
for torture and murder by members of the Colombian air force. SOA 
grad, Juan Rafael Bustillo, commanded the troops cited. 

+ Labor leader assassinated: The assassination of union leader 
Manuel Gustavo Chacon Sarmiento in broad daylight incited five 
days of strikes and confrontation between the military and civilians. 
SOA-trained Capt. Cenen Daria Jimenez Leon was cited in the 
assassination. 

Help stop the globalization of greed. 
Close the School of Assassins (WHISC). 

Here's What You Can Do 

./ Spread the word -copy/distribute this flyer 

./ 
in 1997 and over 1/4 of the total SOA enrolment in 1998. The 
SOA claimed that this training was necessary to fight the 
'war on drugs.· However, only 10% of the Mexican SOA 
graduates took counter-narcotics courses. No Mexican 
soldiers took the counter-drug operations course in 1999, 
whereas 40 received military intelligence training. 

. Call Your Representative and Senators 
Tell them to stop the FTAA and close/ the 
School of Assassins (WHJSC) for good' 

./ Show the video, "SOA: Guns and Greed" 
(available from Maryknoll, J.:-800) 227-8523, 
www.maryknoll.org) to groups you are 

active in 
The SOA trained the military to beat 
down the opposition to NAFT A and 
other union busting economic 
agreements such as the FT AA. M 



COLOMBIA AND THE SOA: 
New Developments in the War Against the Poor 

O::olombia, with over 10,000 troops trained at the SOA, is the school's large s t customer . Not 
surprisingly, Co lombi. curre ntly has the wors t huma n rights record in all of Latin America. Ge neral Mario 
Montoya Uribe, Cln SOA graduate with a history of tie to paramilitary violence, commands th~ Joint Task Force 
South, which includes the 24th Brigade. The 24<h brigade is ineligible for U.S. military aid due to its complicity in 
paramilitary violence . A leading Colombian newspaper identifies Gen. Montoya as "the military official 
responsible for Plan Colombia. • 

U.S. lilitary aid under Plan Colombia has been sold to the U.S. public as part of the war on drugs. In 
actuality, the forces under lontoya's command are engaged in a counter-insurgency war against leftist guerillas. 
The aid is directed to troops taking offensive action against guerillas in areas targeted for coca fumigation. 
Evidence shows that these offensives often happen in conjunction with paramilitary attacks. Robert Zoellick, a 
top foreign policy advisor to President Bush, was recently quoted as saying, "We cannot continue to make a false 

-distinction between counter-insurgency and counter-narcotics." 

Recent human rights reports have shown that graduates of the SOA continue to be front and center in 
this counter-insurgency warfare. Last year's State Department Report on Human Rights in Colombia included 
several examples of recent human rights violation committed by SOA-trained soldiers. According to the report, 
Major David Hernandez Rojas and Captain Diego Fino Rodriguez are being prosecuted in civilian courts for the 
March 1999 murders of Antiqua peace commissioner Alex Lopera and two others. Both men are members of the 
Colombian tilitary's 4th Brigade, which has been extensively linked to paramilitary groups. SOA graduate 
Colonel Jorge Plazas Acevedo is being tried by the Prosecutor General of Colombia for the 1998 kidnapping and 
murder of Jewish business leader Benjamin Khoudari. Plazas is the former chief of intelligence for the 
Colombian tilitary's 13th Brigade. The State Department reports that Colonel Jesus !aria Clavijo, a graduate of 
the SOA, is currently under investigation for collusion with paramilitary forces in 160 social cleansing murders 
from 1995-1998. In addition to the information provided by the State Department Report, a 200 1 Reuters 
article reports that Clavijo has been accused of ties to a paramilitary death squad responsible for the massacre of 
at least 100 people in 1996 and 1997. Clavijo is currently in prison awaiting his trial. Finally, the report states 

· that SOA graduate Commander Mauricio Llorente Chavez was indicted by the Prosecutor General for complicity 
in a massacre that took place in Tibu, July 1999. 

"The Ties that Bind", a report issued by Human Rights Watch in February 2000, cited at least seven SOA 
graduates for involvement with paramilitary groups. SOA graduate Brigadier General Jaime Emesto Canal 
Alban, commander of the Jrd Brigade, was involved in helping to establish a paramilitary group known as the 
"Calima Front". Canal's brigade was found to have supplied the front with weapons and intelligence. In 1999, 
the Calima Front seized and executed community leader Noralba Gaviria Piedrahita. The following month, 
authorities discovered the mutilated and dismembered bodies of seven men near 1Ulu, also killed by members of 
the Calima Front. The front has been found responsible for 2,000 forced disappearances and at least 40 
executions since 1999. In addition to his involvement With the Calima Front, Canal was in command of soldiers 
who entered a home and killed five civilians during the birthday party of a 15-year-old child in 1998. The report 
cited General Carlos Ospina Ovalle, graduate of the SOA and former commander of the 4th Brigade, for "extensive 
evidence of pervasive tiesn to paramilitary groups involved in human rights abuses throughout 1999. Ospina 
was the commander of the 4th Brigade in 1998 when troops massacred at least ll people and burned down 4 7 
homes in El Aro. Major Alvaro Cortes Morillo and Major Jesus Maria Clavijo, both SOA grads, were linked to 
paramilitary groups in 1999 through extensive cell phone and beeper communications as well as regular 
meetings on military bases. 

A large portion of tpe U.S military aid to Colombia will pay for Blackhawk helicopters to be used in the 
counter-narcoticsfcounte~-insurgency war described above. Flight training for these helicopters takes place at 
the Helicopter School Battalion (HSB) at Ft. Rucker, Alabama. The HSB has been a part of the School of the 
Americas since it opened in 199l. Until recently, it was part of WH!SC also. The web site of WHISC reported, as 
part of its course listings, "Helicopter School Battalion remains unchanged." As public attention to the 
controversial Colombia aid package increased, the HSB disappeared frorri the course catalog. The public affairs 
officer had no explanation for the change. This is consistent with the history of the School of Assassins. The 
rhetoric changes, classes are shifted and re-packaged; but the same training continues and the poor continue to 
suffer. --over 

SOA Watch - PO Box 4566 -Washington, DC 20017 - (202) 234-3440 - info@soaw.org 



U.S. CORPORATIONS IN COLOMBIA 

These U.S. corporations with subsidiaries in Colombia have at least 
$5 billion in annual worldwide revenue. Source: Colombia Support Network 

agribusiness 
Monsanto Co. [produces glyphosate] 

communications/electronics 
3Com Corp. 
Cisco Systems, Inc. 
Compaq Computer Corp. 
Cooper Industries Inc. 
Hewlett-Packard Co. 
Hughes Electronics 
IBM Corp. 
Inacom Corp. 
Microsoft Corp. 
Motorola, Inc. 
Oracle Corp. 
Verizon Communications 

"defense" 
Rockwell International Corp. 

energy/natural resources 
BP Amoco 
Chevron Corp. 
Emerson Electric Co. 
Enron Corp. 
Exxon Mobil Corp. 
Occidental Petroleum Corp. 
Phillips Petroleum Co. 
Schlumberger Limited 

financial/consulting 
Anderson Consulting 
American International Group, Inc. 
Bank of America Corp. 
The Chubb Corp. 
CIGNA Corp. 
Citigroup, Inc. 
Deloitte Touche Tolunatsu International 
Ernst & Young, LLP 
Fleet Boston Financial Corp. 
General Reinsurance Corp. 
Liberty Mutual Group 
Marsh & McClennan Cos., Inc. 
Price WaterhouseCoopers, LLP 
St. Paul Companies, Inc. 

health/pharmaceutical 
Abbott Laboratories 
Baxter Healthcare Corp. 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Co. 
Coulter Pharmaceutical, Inc. 
Johnson & Johnson 
Kimberly-Clark Corp 
Merck & Company, Inc. 
Pfizer, Inc. 
Phannacia Corp. 
Schering-Plough Corp. 

miscellaneous/industrial 
3M 
Alcoa, Inc. 
Bestfoods, Inc. 
Cargill, Inc. 
The Coca Cola Co. 
Colgate-Palmolive Co. 
Crown Cork & Seal Co., Inc. 
Cwnmins Engine Co., Inc. 
Dana Corporation 
The Dow Chemical Co. 
E. I. DuPont De Nemours & Co. 
Eastman Kodak Co. 
Eaton Corp. 
The Gillette Co. 
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. 
Huntsman Co. 
Ingersoll-Rand Co. 
McDonald's Corp. 
Newell Rubbennaid 
Office Depot, Inc. 
Owens-Illinois,Inc. 
Proctor & Gamble Co. 
Rohm and Haas Co. 
Smurfit-Stone Container Corp. 
Union Carbide Corp. 
Xerox Corp. 

construction/transportation 
DHL Worldwide Express 
Haliburton Company 
United Parcel Service of America, Inc.### 

[GW UScorporationsFeb'02] 
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The School of Assassins 
Why Should Unions Work to Close WHISC? 

The U.S. Army School of the Americas, recently re-named the 
Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation (WHISC) 
and placed under the direction of the Department of Defense, 
is a combat training school for Latin American Soldiers. 
Since its opening in 1946, the school, 
located at Ft. Benning, Georgia, has 
readied over 60,000 Latin American 
troops in commando tactics, military 
intelligence, psychological operations, 
and advanced arms training. 

SOA-trained soldiers have used these skills to make war against their 
own people. They have massacred entire villages, "disappeared" 
thousands, and forced hundreds of thousands to flee their countries. 

'"''"''\graduates have targeted grassroots leaders for assassination, torture, 
, and intimidation-especially religious workers, student leaders, and 

union organizers. The School's unstated mission is to silence leaders who 
organize for the rights of working people and the poor. 

Although the "School of the Americas" name has been changed as part of 
an apparent public relations ploy to cover up past atrocities, the mission 
remains the same. By any name, it is still a school of union-busting and 
assassination in the name of corporate welfare. 

Union members in the U.S. know that an attack on workers anywhere is an 
attack on the rights of workers everywhere. U.S. unionists must speak out 
and join in solidarity with those trying to close this anti-union institution. 

~- Our Tax Dollars 
..:5¥~- at Work ... 

..:!!j!.;~~ - ........ ~ ··--" 

SOA "Muscle" Used to Enforce 
Anti-Union Trade Agreements 

In April of 2001, 34 heads of state will gather in 
Quebec City to negotiate the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA). If passed into effect, this 
agreement will spread the anti-union policies of 
NAFTA to the entire Western Hemisphere. 

Hours after NAFT A went into effect, Mexican workers 
rose up to say "NO!" The Mexican military moved in 
immediately with troops, helicopters, and artillery. At 
least 13 of the high level officers in Chiapas at the 
time were trained at the SOA. 

The NAFT A experience demonstrates how basic 
labor rights and the interests of working families are 
eroded by "free trade" agreements that lack 
enforceable labor protections. Corporations move 
high-paying jobs to countries with lower wages and 
bust unionization drives with threats to transfer 
production abroad. This "race to the bottom" will only 
accelerate under the FT AA. 

SOA soldiers are trained to protect the interests of 
U.S. corporations and maintain the economic status 
quo for a few rich and powerful. Just as SOA muscle 
has been used to beat down labor organizing under 
NAFT A, it is inevitable that the same military 
enforcement will be used full-force if the FT AA is 
signed into effect. 

~~..$"'~_¥"· Recent Pentagon reports 
- place the annual budget 

for the SOA at $4 million. This represents only the 
operating budget and excludes salaries and other 
expenses associated with the school. Previous official 
reports have shown that the total fiscal requirements 

In SOA Training Manuals 
Unions are "Enemy Targets" 

,. ~ SOA amount to $18.4 million tax dollars annually. 
1)_,,., tncludes operating expenses, "scholarships" for 
soldiers and salary expenses for military and civilian 
personnel. In a time when U.S. working families are 
struggling to find money for the basics, it is a crime to 
use millions of dollars of our tax money to train union 
busters. 

In 1996, the Pentagon was forced to release training manuals used at the 
SOA. These manuals advocated interrogation techniques such as torture, 
execution, and blackmail. According to these manuals, these techniques 
should be used on those who ... 

+ Do "union organizing or recruiting" 
+ Pass out "propaganda in favor of the interests of workers" 
+ "Sympathize with demonstrators or strikes" 
+ Make "accusations that the government has failed ... to 

meet the basic needs of the people". --over _ 



Colombia: A Case Study of 
SOA Terror Tactics 

Against Unions 
The countries in Latin America with the 
most SOA-trained soldiers are the 
countries with the worst human rights 
record against labor leaders and others. 

Colombia, for example, has sent over 
10,000 troops to train at the SOA-more 
than any other country. Not surprisingly, 

the Colombian military also tops the list in union busting. 

Since 1995, 1 ,522 labor leaders have been killed in 
Colombia, mostly by paramilitary groups, according to 
figures by the country's leading labor organization, the 
United Labor Confederation (CUT). 

In 2000 alone, 116 labor leaders were killed in Colombia's 
war, which has killed 35,000 civilians in the last decade. 
SOA graduates help lead the campaign of terror and 
intimidation against union organizers. 

Union Leaders Speak Out: 

"The SOA [WHISC] has contributed to an environment 
in Latin America that is hostile to many of the democratic 
values and freedoms - including the right to organize for 
just working conditions and wages - that I as a labor 
leader honor and hold dear." 

--Charles W. Jones, International President, IBB 

"Attacks on workers anywhere are attacks on workers 
everywhere." 

--Frank Hanley, General President, IUOE 

"We believe that foreign soldiers, who are graduates of 
the School of the Americas, are working to deny basic 
human rights, such as the right to organize and form 
free trade unions." 

--International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 78 

"The School of the Americas is a relic of a previous era of 
violence, and its very existence undermines the credibility 
of US government efforts to assist development in the region ." 

--AFL-CIO Executive Council Resolution, August 1999 

SOA Watch 
PO Box 4566 

Washington, DC 20017 
(202) 234-3440 
info@soaw.org 

SOA Graduates Linked to Paramilitary Labor 
Abuses in Colombia 

In 2000, Human Rights Watch released "The Ties that Bind", -
report linking SOA graduates to the formation and operation l , 

Colombian paramilitary groups. These paramilitary groups are 
notorious for horrific labor abuses, including fatal attacks on 
Colombian labor leaders. Among those cited for involvement 
with paramilitary groups were : 

Brig. Gen. Jaime Ernesto Canal Alban (SOA grad)-Canal 
commands the Third Brigade of the Colombian military, the 
brigade found responsible for setting up a paramilitary group 
called the "Calima Front" in 1999. 

Maj. David Hernandez Rojas (SOA grad)-Hernandez, cited 
for the 1999 murder of peace commissioner Alex Lopera, is now 
reportedly working with the paramilitary group ACCU . 

Maj. Jesus Maria Clavijo Clavijo and Maj. Alvaro Cortes 
Morillo (SOA grads)- In 1999, both men were linked to 
paramilitary groups through cell phone and beeper 
communications as well as regular meetings on military bases. 

Gen. Carlos Ospina Ovalle (SOA grad)-The former 
commander of the Fourth Brigade, Ospina and his troops were 
cited with "extensive evidence of pervasive ties" to paramilitary 
groups involved in human rights abuses throughout 1999. 

Colombian paramilitary groups have been involved in 
countless labor abuses including the following: 

+ On May 4, 2000, Javier Suarez, the leader of a truck driver's 
union, was shot and killed near his home. 

+ In early August of 2000, Carmen Emilio Sanchez Coronel, a 
trade unionist with the teacher's union in the Norte de 
Santander, was killed along with 7 other trade unionists at 
a paramilitary roadblc:ck. 

+ In February 1999, paramilitaries killed Julio Alfonso Poveda, 
a founder of the United Labor Confederation (CUT). 

+ In an attack ordered by paramilitary leader Carlos Castano, 5 
men fired at Wilson Borja , president of public employee's 
union FENAL T ARSE, while he was stopped in his car. Borja 
was seriously wounded from the attack. 

HERE'S WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Pass "Close WIDSC" resolutions in your Local, Central 
Labor Council, and International. 

Call your Congresspeople. Tell them to close WHISC. 
Capitol switchboard: 202) 224-3121. 

Spread the word --Distribute this flyer. 

Learn more! Contact SOA Watch and visit the SOA labor 
web: http://members. tripod.com/-ranknfile/. 



Still a School of Assassins [revised 3/26/01] 

The US Army School of the Americas has been the center of a storm of controversy for nearly two 
decades. This training center for Latin American military has turned out more than 60,000 soldiers. Its 
graduates have been linked to nearly every major human rights violation that has occurred in Latin 
America since the school's inception 50 years ago. As the public learned that SOA 'gr~uates were 
responsible for the assassination of Archbishop Romero, the Jesuit massacre and countless other 
atrocities, a tremendous grassroots movement to close the school developed. In 1999, a budget 
amendment cutting funds to the school passed the House by 30 votes. It lost by a one-vote margin in a 
House-Senate conference committee. The Pentagon took this threat very seriously and in 2000 
introduced a "reform" package changing the name ofthe school to the Western Hemisphere Institute for 
Security Cooperation. Critics were not fooled by this PR campaign and the movement to close the School 
of Assassins continues. 

Grassroots pressure forced them to change the name but . 

. . . Here's what SOA supporters have to say: 
"Some of your bosses have told us that they can't support anything with the name 

'School of the Americas' on it. Our proposal addresses this concern. It changes the name." Col. Mark 
Morgan told Congressional aides at a Defense Dept. briefmg just prior to the May, 2000 vote. 

"The School of the Americas would still be able to continue its purpose," stated the late 
Paul Coverdell, influential GA Senator, in an April, 2000 interview with the Columbus Ledger
Enquirer. In the same interview, he called the proposed changes to the SOA "basically cosmetic." 

In a December, 2000 interview with El Tiempo, Colombian Defense Minister Luis 
Fernando Ramirez and Commander of the Armed Forces Gen. Fernando Tapias stated that Congress 
and the U.S. Government had assured them that the School of the Americas will continue to function 
and that the Colombian military can still train there. 

. . . Past "reforms" have involved only a re-packaging of the same courses: 
Previously, the Pentagon responded to grassroots pressure to close the school with a 

"reform" package that eliminated some of the most offensive courses, such as Psychological 
Operations, and added new offerings with friendly-sounding names like Peace Operations An 
examination of the course descriptions revealed that little, if anything had changed. "Peace 
Operations" included military intelligence, psychological operations. and methods of controlling the 
civilian population, such as establishing roadblocks and checkpoints .. This was not true reform, but 
simply a mechanism to deflect attention from human rights violations associated with the school. The 
website of the re-named school offers very little information about the content of the course offerings. 
Why should we believe the reform rhetoric of an institution with a history of blatant deception? 

... There is no substantial difference in the curriculum of the "new" school: 
After a recent debate with former SOA commandant Col. Glen Weidner, Fr. Roy 

Bourgeois asked why a ctourse catalog is unavailable even after classes have started. Col. Weidner 
responded, "It's not ready yet. Just use the old one. They're basically the same." 

Comparing the list of courses offered at the "new" school to the SOA course catalog as 
Col. Weidner suggested yielded the following results: 

Of the 37 courses offered at WHINSEC, 15 have exactly the same title and 14 have 
only a slight variation in title. 
Four courses with new titles correspond with courses taught at the SOA. 
Of six courses taught at the SOA and not listed at WHINSEC, at least four have clear 
correlations to WHINSEC courses. 
Only four courses WHINSEC are new. 

This analysis shows that this is not a new school. The same information is being 
imparted at the same location under a different name. 

SOA Watch- PO Box 4566- Washington, DC- 20017- (202)234-3440- www.soaw.org 

-- over 



Grassroots pressure forced them to change the name but ... 

. . . Keeping the school open under any name sends a powerful anti-human rights message: 
This school has a legacy of providing training to some of tpe most notorious human 

rights abusers of this hemisphere. SOA graduates have gone on to become dictators, defense ministers 
and heads of secret police agencies where they have crafted genocidal policies resulting in torture, 
murder, disappearances and displacement for hundreds of thousands of people. Keeping this school 
open without investigating its connections to past atrocities sends a powerful message to Latin 
American militaries that the United States is not concerned with human rights. Defenders of there
named SOA would have us believe that the atrocities are all in the past; but the people of Latin 
America will continue to suffer the effects of this training for generations. It is not up to those 
responsible for the atrocities to say, "let's put this all behind us." This school must close and there 
must be an investigation into its role in human rights abuses before the past can be put behind us . 

. . . The atrocities are not all in the past: 
The names of SOA graduates continue to turn up wherever there are human rights 

violations in Latin America. 
In Guatemala, SOA graduate Lima Estrada is currently on trial for the 1998 murder of 

Bishop Juan Gerardi. The night before the trial was set to begin, two grenades exploded on the back 
patio of presiding judge Iris Yasmin Barrios. 

When the Bolivian government sold the public water system of Cochabamba to a private 
corporation, water prices skyrocketed and thousands took to the streets in protest. Bolivia's president 
and former military dictator, SOA Graduate Hugo Banzer, declared a state of siege and in the spring 
of 2000 ordered the troops into the streets. A 17 year-old boy was shot and killed by a Bolivian army 
officer. 

In February of this year, Colombian SOA graduate Col. Hernan Orozco was sent to 
prison by a military tribunal for complicity in the Mapiripan torture and massacre of 30 peasants b} 
paramilitary group. 

On March 20th, Colombian prosecutors brought formal charges against SOA graduate Lt. 
Col. Jesus Maria Clavijo. He is currently imprisoned awaiting trial for complicity in paramilitary 
atrocities. 

Colombian newspapers identify Mario Montoya Uribe, an SOA-trained general with 
documented paramilitary ties, as "the military official responsible for Plan Colombia." Montoya 
commands Joint Task Force South, the troops that are currently engaged in a brutal 
counterinsurgency war under the guise of a war on drugs. Included in his command is the 24th 
brigade, currently ineligible for U.S. military aid because of it's complicity in a paramilitary massacre . 

. . There is still no adequate tracking of graduates: 
The Department of Defense (DOD) claims that only a small percentage of the school's 

60,000 graduates have been implicated in human rights abuses. In reality, they have no 
documentation for making this assertion. DOD reports state "The Department of State and 
Department of Defense have no formal program to monitor School of the Americas graduates for 
human rights abuse or other crimes . . . " and " ... there is no formal tracking of School of the 
Americas graduates." SOA Watch's painstakingly researched list of human rights violators associated 
with the school is not comprehensive, just a chilling sample. Only those soldiers who attended the 
school under the IMET program (about 1 I 3) are subject to any scrutiny of their human rights records 
and this information is not made public. The truth is that the DOD has no idea how many of the 
SOA's graduates have returned to their countries to commit crimes. Nothing in this "reform" package 
changed this. The DOD still takes no responsibility for monitoring the human rights impact of training 
at the School of Assassins. 

Though SOA literature claims the school has been thoroughly evaluated, in truth there 
has never been an independent investigation into training at the SOA and it's impact on human righl 
abuses in Latin America. It is arrogant and irresponsible to continue training at this school whose 
graduates have committed such atrocities. The re-named SOA must close and there must be a 
thorough, independent investigation into it's role in human rights abuses in Latin America. 
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The SOA CHANGES ITS NAME: 

FORT BENNING'S POTEMKIN VILLAGE 
By Ed Kinane 

Field Marshall Grigori Potemkin once was the most power
ful man in Russia. He diverted federal funds from domestic 
spending into military schemes. To gain access to markets and 
to expand the Russian Empire, he annexed the Crimea. Potem
kin knew he had to keep his Empress -- Catherine the Great -
happy It's said that, so she wouldn't see the squalor of her 
realm, he had new housing-- or rather the facades of new 
housing -- built along routes she traveled. In Eng-
lish we use the phrase Potemkin village to de
scribe any such sham display masking an ugly 
reality. 

These days the U.S. Anny is perpetrating a 
.-- '<ind ofPotemkim village at Ft. Benning, GA. 

[his smoke and mirrors operation kicked in Janu
ary 17. On that day Benning opened the Western 
Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation 
(WHISC). Sounds lofty, doesn't it? Despite the 
plastic gravitas, what we have here is just another 
school of assassins. Just another school for terror
ism. WIDSC is the old U.S Army School of the 
Americas tricked out with a new name. The SOA 
"closed" December IS_ This event- some might 
say, "non-event"-- is the result of the SOA name 
having grown so notorious that it had to be shed_ 
The SOA needs camouflage_ Like other criminal operations, it 
requires an alias. 

The SOA, as WHISC, will remain at Benning, occupying 
the same building. It will · _ serve the 
same clients (Latin American officers mostly from countries 
immersed in civil strife) and the same overall strategy (U S 
corporate and military domination of Latin America) It will do 
so with most of the same courses and instructors_ For PR's sake 
there will be more "human rights" course work Most signifi
cantly, the letterhead will change. 

Despite the facelift the SONWHJSC hasn't repudiated its 
ways, hasn't confessed its sins_ There's been no Truth Commis
sion. Neither a grand jury nor a war crimes tribunal has been 
convened to explore indicting its commanding officers, nor 
have they yet served time. The survivors of its myriad victims 
'1ave never received reparation. 

The Pentagon has fought tooth and nail to save the SOA, 
both in name and in substance. For the Pentagon, civilian-

initiated abolition equals loss of face_ Its Latin American clients 
would be bewildered that U.S. civilians could possibly win a cam
paign to close the SO A. After all, isn't the SOA really all about 
controlling civilians, stifling their dissent? Isn't anti-civilian war
fare its main thrust? 

The SOA is essential to the Pentagon's strategy of dominating 
Latin America by co-opting its militaries. Given SOA Watch's ac-

celerating success in mobilizing public opinion and 
Congress, the Pentagon saw the handwriting on the 
walL It chose to make a tactical retreat, to sacrifice 
the name to save the substance_ The timing is impor
tant if it waited until Congress abolished the SOA, 
Benning would then find it much harder to open an 
SOA clone. It had to do so now ... or never. A feint, a 
pre-emptive strike was imperative. Hence this clumsy 
Potemkin village scheme. 

Although the SOA Watch campaign focuses 
sharply on the SOA, the stakes are far higher. Via the 
SOA issue, students, workers, clergy, bishops, edito
rial writers, and members of the US Congress are 
having their consciousness raised and their con
science awakened. This threatens the Pentagon. The 
SOA is just a tiny chip otT the iceberg It can't exist in 
a vacuum. Neither the SOA nor any clone is an aber

ration; they are part of a system. People exposed to the horror of 
the SOA seek to understand its context. For ever-increasing num
bers of U.S citizens the SOA campaign has been a slippery slope 
to awareness. We can't help but wonder what the very existence of 
the SOA says about U.S. militarism and U.S. foreign policy 

Every time the SOA claims -- perhaps truthfully --to be using 
standard Army training doctrine, it thereby indicts that doctrine. 
After all, the notorious "torture manuals" used for years at the 
SOA sprang directly from U.S_ Anny experience in VietNam. The 
more the SOA seeks-- and is given-- legitimacy under the banner 
of U.S. Army training doctrine, the more that doctrine is exposed. 
The SOA's semantic shell game is as if, in the 19th century, the 
South had officially "abolished" slavery. It might declare that 
henceforth slavery would be called "service " But as long as the 
shackles and the whip and the auction block were retained, slavery 
by any name was still slavery. No Abolitionist would be fooled 
and no Abolitionist would slacken her determination to end it. 

Ed works with the Central New York SOA Abolitionists 



Educate Yourself and Others: 

J ideos: 

The New Patriots 

Crossing the line 

• . 

r.-4. -~ 

. ~ 

Resources for the work to close down the SOA 

Makes the connection between sweatshops, the globalization of 
greed and SOA violence in Latin America . Includes footage from 

Latin America and the November vigil. 20 min $10 + $3s/h 
Also available in Spanish and Portuguese/ 

U.S. Military veterans speak out about terrorism, patriotism and their 
opposition to the SOA/WHISC. 2002 Production 

(18 minutes) $12 + $3s/h 

Powerful documentation of the 1998 vigil of over 7,000 people outside 
the main gates of Fort Benning and the 2,319 who "Crossed the Line." 

16 min $10 + $3s/h 

School of the Americas: An Insider Speaks Out 

Books: 

Former SOA instructor Major Joseph Blair reveals inside information. As 
an Army veteran for 20 years, with 2 tours in Vietnam, he speaks as a 

credible voice for the closing of the-SOA. 16 min $10 + $3s/h 

School of the Assassins: Gun, Greed and Globalization 

Jack Nelson Pall meyer's newest bok looks at the SOA in light of the 
recent name change and places the present chool's role in the context of 

issues such as U.S. foreign policy, Coombia, the IMF/World Bank, 
NAFTA, the FTAA, and the WTO. 155 pages, $15 + $3s/h 

From Warriors to Resisters: US Veterans on Terrorism 

Personal narratives by ten US veterans active in SOA Watch, who 
explain how they awoke to the reality of US foreign policy and why they 

have become resisters. 
Edited by Margaret Knapke, 67 pages, $7 + $3s/h 



Organizing Manuals: 

The Gandhian Wave -A Civil Disobedience Handbook 
People who put their bodies on the line to speak as voices for the voiceless are crucial in the struggle 
to close the SOA. Former SOA Watch prisoners of conscience compiled this nonviolent direct action 
manual for you to plan civil disobedience at Ft. Benning . $12 + $3s/h 

(Order the Gandhian Wave from SOA Watch/CNY, 340 Midland Ave, Syracuse NY 13202) 

Solidarity in Action -A Guide for Grassroots Organizing to Close the SOA" 

Music: 

Sing it Down 

The key to the tremendous power and the success of the organizing against 
the SOA is the tireless activism of thousands of individuals and groups. This 
detailed manual provides you with essential info to start a local SOA Watch 

office and offers help for effective actions, media and legislative outreach. 
$10 + $3s/h ($7 + $3s/h for students) 

(Order Solidarity in Action from SOA Watch/NE, 6367 Overbrook Ave., 
Philadelphia PA 19151) 

Sing it Down is a compilation of upbeat original and traditional folk 
songs dedicated to the closure of the School of the Americas in Fort 

Benning, Georgia. $10 + $3s/h 

----------------------
These resources can be very valuable tools for your outreach work. 
All the proceeds are going directly back into the organizng work 

Please make checks payable to SOA Watch 

Mail your order to 

SOA Watch 
PO Box 4566 
Washington DC 20017 

Name: ---------------------------------------

Street: -------------------------------------

City: _____________ State: __ Zip: ______ _ 

Email: _________ _ phone: _______ __ 

I would like to order: 

Videos: 

__ copies of Guns and Greed($10) 

__ copies of The New Patriots($10) 

__ copies of Crossing the line($10) 

__ copies of An Insider Speaks Out ($10) 

Books: 

__ copies of School of Assassins: Guns, 
Greed and Globalization ($15) 

__ copies of From Warriors to Resisters ($7) 

Compact Disc: 

__ copies of Sing it Down! ($10) 

(Shipping and handeling for one item $3, 
for two items $5, each additional item +$1) 
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